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TOPICS FOR THE WEEK

Agricultural News and Comments.

Considerable interest 1s being taken in the sys-
tem of compressing flour in England. It 1s now
found to be quite feasible to make blocks suth-
ciently hard and cohcrent to bear the handhng
necessary for packing, etc. Compressed flour occu-
pies two-fifths the space of the loose flour, or one-
half the space required for flour stored in the or-
dinary manner n sacks. The fluur 15 casily
reduced when once compressed. A small quan-
uty may be easily reduced with a roling pin ot
knife.  The quality of the flour when compressed
for bakung, etc., 1s not injured 1n any way.

It 1s wonderful what capahilities the cow has to
produce. Last year at the *“Hood” Jt sey farm
in Massachusetts two cows made 655 and 652
pounds of butter each without any foraing. At
twenty cents per pound this meant an 1ncome of
over $130 each from butter alone One of these
cows gave 12,000 pounds of milk. Thuugh every
cow may not do as well as this, «f properly selected
and fed she will do a great deal mure than many
dairynien imagine.

The earning of the poultry of the United States
last year aggregated $290,000,000. There are
said to be in round numbers 375,000,000 chickens
and 40,000,000 other fowls, such as ducks, geese
and turkeys, 10 the United States. In 1897 the
hens laid in round numbers 14,40c,000,000 eggs.
The export price at New York aveiaged fifteen
cents per dozen, which makes the value of the egg
crop $165,000,000 The poultry sold as meat
brought gx 25,000,000. The hens of Amenca
packed inside the shells of their eggs 650,000 tons
of water.

Through the efforts of tte farmers, New York
State has a'very effective guud r.ads law  The
new law is not mandatory, and $100,000 for carry-
ing it out must be annually voted in the supply
tall. It provides that the state shall pay one half
the cos of construcuion, the county thuty-five
per cent, and the locality fiftcen per cent.  The
road isto be built by the state engineer, when a
county vaotes.to ask fur it through the road super-
visors. This local option is likely to have a good
cffert in producing a rivalry between counties to
build good roads.
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A state bounty of $1 per ton s to be pad o
the grower by the state treasurer of New Jersey
upon all beets grown in the state which shall have
been manufactured into sugar. The ilt provides
that not less than $50,000 annually shall be de-
voted to this purpose after September 1st, 1898.
The approprauon to pay the bounty will have to
be vouted for each year, and, as the gouvernor can
veto any single item on an appropriauon bill,
therefore the length of time that this buunty will
be paid depends upon the results 1t accomplishes.

Durning the four months ending Apnl 3oth last
Great Bruam wnported 276,922 cwt of condensed
milk and 6,525 cwt of fresh mulk. The latter
amount, though a small quantity, 1s more than four
tunes as large as the totai for the same peniod last
year. It 1s a question whether the importation
of fresh milk will reach very large proportions.
Mk is comparatively bulky in form and of such a
prushable nature that it 1s doubtful if its rmporta-
tion from any distant pownt can be made financially
successful.

Great Bntain mmported dunng the first four
months of this year 157,365 tons of potatoes.
This 1s a large amount and shows the deficiency
of last year's crop in England. The above amount
15 fifteen times large than for the same time last
year and the Apnl imports made up the largest
monthly total of the year.

What the loss of Cuba mcans to Spain may be
gathered from the fullowing recurds of the exports
from the latter country for 18y7 . Duung that
year Spain’s exports tu France amounted to
£9,332,000, to Great Brtain, £8,932,000, and
to Cubya, £35,380,000. Cuba, therefore, ranks
next to I'rance and Great Britain as an importer
of Spanish pruducts.  The Phiippines come next
with £1,532,000, and then Puerto Rico with
A1.508,000. The Umited States took only
4,432,000 of Spain's exports.

Wheat flour from the United States sent into
Cuna through the purt of Chetoo, in Shantung,
reached a value of £6;78,000 n the year ending
June, 1897, as agawnst £ 300,000 in 1888.  Ths
shows a large increase in this trade and that the
Chunese appear to recognize the supenonty of the
American flour over their own roughly cleaned
product. It is believed that, if flour mills are es-
tablished in China is there is some thought of
doing, the American trade will be seriously affected.

The game of pulo has created a large demand
for polo ponies 1n sume quarters, and extraordinary
prices are now being pawc for these small amimals.
At an Enghsh sale ot such pomes recently prices
rar ged from 125 to 300 gwneas. One pony noted
for its speed and usetulness 1n saddle and harness
was reserved at 400 guineas, or $2z,000.

The question of establishing national granarnes
for wheat in Europe is receiving considerable at-
tention just now  Itas feltun all the leading
centres that such a scheme would prove a great
boon in case of war or any time of dearth Before
the Agricuitural Committee 10 England evidence
was recently given by millers anag others i regard
to this scheme. It was suggested that half a score
of sturchuuses should be established 1n difierent
parts of the United Kingdom. Oane difficulty
would bLe to arrange these storehouses so that
large quantitics of wheat could be kept without 1n
jury for alength of time in the humid climate of
England

Provincial Fat Stock and Dairy Show.

ANIMALS TO BE JUDLGED FROM
STANDPOINT.

The directors of the Provincial Fat Stock and
Dairy Show miet last week, and completed arrange-
ments for their next annual show, which will be
held 1n the city of Branttord on November 3oth
and December 1st and 2n0d.  Eotries will close
un Nuvember 25th, and the fees charged will be
$: for cautle, 75 cents for sheep, and o cents for
swine ; no charge will be made for specials. One
important change in the regulations 1s deserving of
special mention, and which 1s included n the fol
lowing clauses :

A CUONSUMER'S

¢ All aninials, except thuse exhibited in the dairy classes,
shall be judged from . consumer's standpoint.  Awards
shall be given to the arun»ls most valuable from a con-
sumer’s point of view.”

** No animal deemed unsuttable Ly the judges shall be
awarded a prenium, but nu presium shall be withheld
merely because there is no competition.”

The good results to be derved from putting
into force the regulation contained m the former
clause cannot be over-estimated. We have always
contended that products of all kinds at exhitntions
should be judged from a utilitarian standpoint
rather than from an ornamental or wsthetic point
of iew  Upon this hinges the practical or educa-
tional value of an exhibition, whether 1t be of live
stock or any other exhibit from the farm, and we
are pleased to learn that the directors of the Pro-
vincial Show have taken the initiative in this mat-
ter, and have decided to enforce this regulatnun to
the very letter  If cattle, sheep, and swine are to
he judged from a consumer’s standpoint, 1t means
that a'l exhibitors will prepare and fit up therr
animals with ‘nat ohject 1n view. An exhibiuon
of animals shown because of their adaptability to
meet the needs of the export or consumers’ trade
cannot but be of great educational value to every
breeder, feeder, and farmer 1n the country, and 1t
is to be hoped that there will be a large attend-
ance of these classes next fall,

It 1s in the swine classes, however, where
this feature of the regulations will accomplish the
greatest results. For some time there has been
considerable contention as to what type of hog
was most suuable for the bacon or consumers
trade. Within the last year or two this type has
been pretty well established, and the export bacon
trade demands that the farmers should raise the
bacon type of hog and no other. It would be a
suicidal policy for us to attempt to build upa large
export trade with anything else than the finest
quality of bacon  This can only he procured by
raising the proper kind of hng and feeding 1t 1n the
nght way  We had the privilege the other day of
seeing ahout oo hogs graded at one of the lead ng
packing houses in this city, and it was really a
surprise to us to notice the great variation in the
quality of the hogs so graded. It was conclusive
proof that there are many farmers to-day who do
not understand what the real bacon type of hog
1s.  There 1s much to be learned along this line,
and the directorate 1s to be commended for making
special prowvision fur prizes for hogs suitable for
the bacun trade only. We give below the prizes
to be awarded in this particular class and the rules
governung 1t.  There 1s one feature of it that we
believe wiil be the first of its kind 1n Canada, viz. :
the pnizes for dressed carcases. The ammals will
be brought to the] show alive and be kiled on
the second day of the show. All the other essen-
tials of the pnze list will be the same as last year .



