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Profits of Farming in the Western States,
Many are led to suppose, that agricultural pur-
suits are much more profitably carried on in the
Western St tes, thin in Genada ; but from the
best data we hivo at our command, we are ine
clined to the opirion that the farmers in this Pro-
vince, have no good reascn to euvy the position of
the agriculturists of the Western States, or indeed |
of any other part of the Umon. One thirg appears,
10 us certam, thet 1n powt ¢f natural sdvantages,
Western Canada especially, wall favourably com-,
pare, with any other scction cf America of cqual
extent of territory ; and if cvidence be required to
prove that capital can be more profitably employed
here than in thc West, the best and most con-
clusive that can be given, is the testimony of the’
hundreds, who have migrated from this country to
Illmois and VWiscohsin, during the past few years.
The great majority who left this country (or the
West, during the past eight or ten years, are not
worth as much property at this pericd, es they
werc when they first settled in the West, while
those who remniged upor their farms, and quictly
attended to their business, have more than doubled
the value of their property in Canada, within that
period.  We are quate aware that the profits from
farming in Canada is not very great, where a
farmer is obliged to employ much hired assistanve,
but we know cf no part of America where in pro-
portion to the amcunt of capital, labour, aud skill
expended in the cultivation of the soil, a larger
proportion of the preducts will be profits, cr a
larger net dividend may be realised from invest~
ments in land, than in this Province. It is difficult
indeed to conjecture what the profits on farming
may bz under the operations of free traug, * =t it is
pretty clear, that the Canadien farmers cannot
possibly be in a werse ecnditicn than are the
farmers ¢f the United States. We shall st an
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matter, with a view of proving the position assumed
in the foregoing remarks, but in the mean time
shall lay before our rcaders, an extract frem a
letter written by Mr. Hiram, Kenneeoit, dated
December 1846, for the Prairie Farmer, in which
he has pointed out in a very concise manner the
profits, that can be realised from farming in Minois,
as well as what the sail of that country is ¢ pable
of preducing :—

¢ Ard-here T would he understood »s placing the
whole of northern Ihinuis and southern Wisconsin

tho faciliiy of producing wheat genenlly. s
aware that it is the general impression, that
country west of Fox River, is better adapted
raising wheat than my own neighbourhocd 5 &
such, to zome extent, is my own obinion. ~ Bu
taking into consideration ‘their distance fro
murket, and the fact that slthough their crop is n
0 liable to be injured by the rust, it is stilt mol
liable than with me, tobe injurcd by winter killin
1 therefore hold that we 1 re are all on the sam
focting, 1 further hold, that un average yicld
wheat throughout all this regivn, in faverable sea
sons, is about 25 bushels to the =cre. I hav
grown as high as 45 bushels per acre, on a sma
piece of three or four scres, and under favorab
circumstances; but have wnore frequently nct
over 18 or 20. In fixing this average, 1 take in
consideration the different modes of prepariig
ground for the crop, from sod wheat to.wheat aft
summer-fallowirg. Further, that as a general rul
not more than 100 acres out of 160, is susceptib
of preducing good swheat ; that the balance throug
out all this region, is for the present to a gr
extent waste land, and pays but little if anythin
That its average minimum value is, what it
fixed at by law in regulating our taxes, 83
acre, The interest, then, for the use of 100 acri
must be computed upon the assessed value of 1
acres, at 83 per oere 5 and including wear ¢
tear of fences, at a rate of not lcss than 12
centuo: per annum,

“We have nixt to add to the cost, or ded
from the prefits 334 per cent, to cover losses fi

| blight, winter-kiling, insects, &ec. Foritisa f:

well known to all ia this region, that we can
count upon more than two crops cut of the

put into the ground. For although there may
and are exceptions to this rule, still as » genedft
thing the loss from an enuire or partial failure,
come up to cur estimate.

“Now I shall probably differ from many fu
as much in my estimate of the vaiue of the cr
upon the farm, as in wy estimate of the risk
tending :hcbusiness: Which I place~—1aking ¢
year with another and our chances of obtaini
the best price ‘the market affords—at 50 ce
per bushel. I certainly have never seen the ti
that my crep would ner command this price
some one scason of the y=ar, and that too at

early perind, go more fully into the details of this | °™ door.

% Next, the cost of preparing ground for
ing, where the farmer does his own breaking
p'owing—allowing him a reasonable compe
uon for the use of his team and for hiz own |
~will vary from 75 cent 1o §1 50c. (Yon
see by referring to my article upon prairie br
mg 1 your May No, that I estimate the cos
breaking at a less figure than is usual--say
less thon §1.124¢.)  Funiher, that the coe
harvesung will vary from $1 to $1.25¢. [
§1. West of Fox River the price is us
81 95¢c. It'is true that by the ure of machin
larze fields can be harvested at a less figure 3
such cases will long remain exceptions.

in the same category, as regards soil, climate and

all these 1hings premised, which appeared 10




