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,Ebition in 1855, told their own tale as to quality
iproduce.
The botanist tells us that the genus of plants

neiding the various kinds of wheat is called
[sITIGUM, and that it belongs to the natural
(der GitAMINEs. (grasses) of which it is the
most pruninent and important member.

The name triticum is, according to Varro, a
Rkwian apr:cultural writer, derived from ltri.
iu4" ground or rubbed because the fruit or seed
;its preparation as a fond 'P-r man requires the
-,3cess of grinding or trituration We learn, too,
*om Varro and other authors of that period, the
ýhce which wheat occupied in the agrirulture
Jfthe Romans, and the great pains and consider-
aion they bestowed upon its cultivation. Indeed
anv of their rules and recmnendations form

pod comments upon the negligent tillage of
Cir own times, and might be consulted and fol-
1wed with advantage 4w most of us at the pre-
sat day. The Romans appear to have been
zcuainted with two species of wheat, the tri-
«cumit or ordinary wheat, and the far or spelt
dheat; thefirstthey recommended to have sown
a good, warm, loamy soils, while they consider
ce other best adapted for cola elay soils, and
f>r high and exposed districts. Their rules for
Etting the land into proper condition prepara-
t>ry to the wheat crop are well worthy of our
âtention. They insisted upon the necessity of
hving the land in good heart, io as to be able
tproduce and perfect a good plant; that it
aeld be carefully freed from all noxions weeds,
ih abstract from the soit the tood that
ùuuld support the growing crop; that the soil

Auld be broken down into the fmnest tilth pos-
.11e, and that it should be ploughed as deep as
le farmer's force would permit, so that roots of
c plant might be able tu penetrate the subsoil

1 ear-h uf its necessary food.
Tte Romans were evidently keen observers of

reuts, though they were not so well acquainted
nth their causes as we are. Their farmers had
Luthe advantages which chemistry places in the
bads of ours; and yet manv of their practices
cd precepts are even now entirely neglected by
lIe majority of us, and only to be seen exempli-
LM on the farms of our most enlightened and
btelligent agriculturists. On heavy lands they
ecommended fallowing, and exposure to the sun
cd to the frosts ; on good loams soils they re-
smended that wheat should follow a erop that
tered from it in its habit of growing and its
îucements from the soil; and on light sandy
qgravelly soils, that the soil should have the
tiessary firmness given to it by mpans of the
djnerortherimplement. They were more par-
tÜar, too, in keeping the seed pure and unmixed,
lSeiecting the best for the purpose of sowing,
Edin changing their seed and adapting it to the
ih la which it was to be used. These are all

vnts whieh we shall have to refer to as we dis.
r the subjeat of this treatise, and which never
ne neglected with impunity in the cultivation

ifhheat.

In describing the different species composing
the genus triticit, well-nigh every writer has
adopted a different arrangement, and consequent-
ly considerable confusion and misapprehension
exist, not only as to the species, but as to the
correct no--nelature of the endless (so-called)
varieties, w ch enter into our ordinary cultiva.
tion. By common consent, M. Louis Vilmorn,
in France, and Mr. Lawson, in this country, are
lonked upon as the best authorities on the sub-
ject. Therefore, we car.aot do better than to
follow the division and classification of the
genus, so ably drawn up by the former, while
the descriptions and agricultural characteristics
of the eultivated varieties, by Mr. Lawson, will
enable us to form correct opinions of their na-
ture and suitability to our several requirements.

M. Vilmorin divides the genus " wheat" under
seven heads or "species:"-
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sATivuM-Common Wheat.
TunGIDuM-Turgid Wheat.
»UREM-Hard Wheat.
POLONIoUM-PolisI Wheat.
AMYLEUM-Starch Wheat.
MoNoCoCUM-One-grain Wheat.
sPELTA-Spelt.

The first four species have their seed or grain
naked, while the seed of the remaining species
has the chaff scales adhering to it

No. 1, T. saticum, is arranged in two princi-
pal divisions, " bearded" and smooth, or
"beardless." Of the bearded there appear to
be seven, and of the smouth or beardless twenty
seven distinct varieties; and these are ag.uia
divided into sub-variteies according to their
colour, as white, yellow, or red, and accordîug
also as the chaffscales are smuoth or rough.

No. 2, T. turgiduu has two principal di-
visions- those varieties having simple ears, and
those having compound-the ,3l,-varieties being
determined by the colour, white, red, or dark,
and by the rough or smooth character of the
chaffscales. of tlese M. Vilmorin enumerates
eleven distinct varieties, ten having simple ears,
and one having- a compound ear.

No. 3, T. durum, bas three verieties.
No. 4, T. polonicum, only one.
No. 5, T. amyleun, only one.
No. 6, T. monoccum, only one.
No. 7. T. sp Ita, is divided into two-the

bearded and beardless varieties.
Of these seven species only the two first are

cultivated in this country, the others being mere-
ly grown for experimental or illustrative pur-
poses.

The T. satitum comprises all the varieties of
winter and spring wheat undUr ordinary cultiva-
tion ; the T. turgidum being limited to certain
districts where the soils are cold and strong, and
where a large yield of a coarse quality is desired.

It would not be within the limits of this short
treatise to attempt to give a decription of each,
or of half the various wheats cultivated in differ-
ent parts of the kigdom; it must, therefore,


