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and lumbering were almost brought they infested the precincts of the

frontier posts, uniting the worstto a standstill. It was even a

more serious consideration that

the settlements around the cities

were left exposed to the attacks

of the Indians. The Government
was driven to severe measures, yet

arbitrary legislation only made
matters worse. Moreover, other

causes were simultaneously at work.

The Catholic Church has generally

been supposed to encourage gaiety

the^wav for ^^^ innocent dissipation. But it
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vices of civilisation to the savagery

of their Indian allies. So it was
that French Canada had been
rather embarrassed than helped by

her best manhood when Montcalm
succumbed to Wolfe, and England
eflected the conquest. Then began
the embittered rivalry of two great

fur companies, when free-tighting

went on far beyond reach of

the law, and crimes could be per-

petrated with practical impunity.

When the settlers of La France
Nouvelle were developing their fur

trade under oflicial encouragement,

the Hudson Bay Company had
been established. Charles II. had
granted a charter to his cousin

Prince Rupert, giving away a vast

territory which was not his to

bestow. In 1G70, when the Com-
pany was founded, Charles had no
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1632 the English had conceded to

the French all their claims on New
France. So late as 1697, by the

treaty of Ryswick, the cession of

these claims was confirmed. It is
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for a time the Government of the

Canadas did not move in the

matter. With limitless territories

m


