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part. Thus we have a group of Algonquian languages, of whlch there
are about forty, no one-of which could be understood by a people
speakmg another, and differing_greatly in the extent of non-common
words. Such a group is called a stock. In the same manner, the
Athapascan stock has from thirty to forty languages; the Siouan stock
twenity or more; the Shoshonean stock a greater number; while there
are stocks whlch are represented by a single language, hke that spoken
at Zufii, or by the Kiowa.
The Eskimauan language, which is spoken at the extreme north of
"this hemisphere, is also found in the north of Asia. ~The people have
been called Orarians, that is, “ dwellers on the shore.” They imwhabit a
narrow strip of country around the margin of Greenland, aund to the
west of Baffin Bay, around all the great islands and down the coast to
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, on the western shore of Hudson Bay, and
about the bays and straits to the north; then to the west around Alaska,
and still farther along the Arctic shores of the eastern continent. They
thus extend along the winding island and mainland coast for more than
ten thousand miles; inhabiting a narrow fringe of country by the sea,
and obtaining their hvehhood therefrom. More than ten thousand miles
of coastland are occupied by a people who speak one language. ,
But in Newfoundland there are tribes which speak another tongue
mixed ‘with the Eskimauan; while on the southwest coast there are
other tribes speaking mixed tongués; and the same is true of tribes in-
habiting the northern coast of Asia. If we call all these tongues Eski-
mauan, then the principal tongue is still homogeneous, and a common
medium for the communication of tribes occupying, as I have said,
more than ten thousand miles of the most difficult coast known to man-
kind. While there is intercommunication, it is infrequent because of
the difficulties and perils of Arctic navigation. Thus, in all that stretch
of country there is but oni’l;nguage. ‘What are the conditions under"
which this language has been preserved in its integrity and homoge-
neity ? Slmply these: The territory occupied by the peoples speaking
this language is cut off: from the interior by an uninhabitable belt of
glacial land, so that the means of communication are to be found mainly
- on the seaward side. The inhabitants, having been distributed over
this enormous belt of coast from a primitive tribe having one language,
have preserved that language through all their vicissitudes and stages
of culture ; whilein the southeast, where the Eskimauan territory joins
territory occupied by tribes having other tongues, we find mixed lan- .
.guages. The same facts appear on the southern coast of Alaska, in




