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«“ The Making of a Saint ” is a romance of Medixval Italy, the
scene being laid in the 15th century. It relates the life of a
young leader of Free Companions who, at the close of one of
the many petty Italian wars, returns to his native city. “There
he becomes involved in its politics, intrigues, and feuds. and
finally joins an uprising of the townspeople against their lord.
None can resent the frankness and .apparent brutality of the
scenes through which the hero and his companions of both
sexes are made to pass, and many will yield ungrudging praise
to the author’s vital handling of the truth. In the characters
are mirrored the life of the Italy of their-day. The book will
confirm Mr. Maugham’s reputation as a strong and original
writer.
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Mr. Dole’s study of Persian literature and history admirably
equips him to enter into the life and spirit of the time of the
romance, and the hosts of admirers of the inimitable quatrains
of Omar Khayyam, made famous by Fitzgerald, will be deeply
interested in a tale based on authentic facts in the career of the
famous Persian poet. The three chief characters are Omar
Khayyam, Nizam-ul-Mulk, the. generous and high-minded Vizier
of the Tartar Sultan Malik ‘Shah of Mero, and Hassan ibu
Sabbah, the ambitious and revengeful founder of the sect of
the Assassins. The scene is laid partly at Naishapur, in the
Province of Khorasan, which about the period of the First
Crusade was at its ‘acme of civilization and refinement, and
partly in the mountain fortress of Alamut, south of the Cas-
pian Sea, where the Ismailians under Hassan established them-
selves towards the close of the 11th century.  Human nature is
always the same, and the passions of love and ambition, of
religion and fanaticism, of friendship and jealousy, are admira-
bly contrasted in the fortunes of these three able and remark-

able characters as well as in those of the minor personages of
the story.

SPTRELERITINTT

g e

ST




