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5” O most artistic fishermen, those

" who delight in fishing as 2 fine

art, the most enjoyable form of

the sport is undoubtedly to be

obtained in fishing a runmning

stream. “Lake and loch fishing

have been described contempt-

uously by some as the duffer’s

, delight. With such a sweeping

condemnation I most emphaticallv do po# aosae.

Though to fish from a boat is not the ideal way

of taking trout and my inclination ruis a.c.. g

with that of the majority and leads ‘'me when

possible to seek my spott in running waters, yet

when I can get such sport as can be had by fish

ing from a boat in the salt water for the gamest

fish for its weight in Brifish Columbia waters

at a time when the rivers are too swollen for

wading, and therefore, in this land of thick for-

est, for satisfactory fishing, T am going to take
advantage .of it every chance that I.get.

After all, we are not all in the hey-day of
our youth and vigor, and there are such things
as theumatism, which are apt to bring  them-
selves all too persistently to our notice after a
long day in the water, and these.are consider-
ations that weigh .in the balance when a fish-
ing trip is in contemplation. G

For the angler who wishes for a good day’s
sport without undue fatigue and with dry feet,
within easy distance from Victoria; I can con-
fidently recommend a trip to Cowichan  Bay.
Knowing the reputation that the Cowichan
River has for its trout fishing, and also ‘know-
ing that all the trout it contains runup trom the
sea, ‘it is only natural to suppose, that the bay
at:the mouth should contain a goédly number
of trout at the right season; which is practical-
ly all through the spring and sumimer. | °

'"T'have proved it this year by a¢tual experi-
ence, and have never returned. from there this
season without a pretty basket of fsh. ‘At the:
acttal time of writing the trout #here ‘are of
large size, fairly. numerous, and hingry..
... Ofygourse, it is well known ot aﬁ”h t
the sea-trout aré, to be had in‘p# v
the estuaries, of the coast and all th
into which 2 creek runs, but herg ‘almost:
ideal place for the visiting anglér o try his.
luck and skill without going very fax from town;
indeed, it 1s possible to leave town: by ~the .
morning train and be back the same evening
with as heavy a basket of big trout’as would
content any but the most shameléss fish:hog
after a few hours spent on as lovely and pic-
turesque a stretch of water as is on the coast.

At the head of the bay is the: Cowichan val-"
ley ; looking up the yalley the scene is bounded
by- mountains gradually gaining in ‘height as
they recede further: from the sea;'on the one.
side is a rocky mountain coming steep down to
the water’s edge, opposite is a fringé of gradual-

"% where you'
¥ 1he’ sadch

¢

whenever there are large quantities of these. lit-
tle fish present for their larger and wiser ‘rela-
tives to prey on; but a small spoon can be used
in such a way as to give almost equal sport to
that which could be obtained by the use of the
fly if it were practicable. The great objection
to trolling is and always will be the use of .a
lead to sink the line to the requisite depth to
attract the fish; after the fish is- hooked the
weight of the sinker on the trace prevents the
free play that a fish will give on an unweighted
line. In-this kind of ‘fishing this objection is
done ‘away with, as no lead 4s ‘necessary or de-
sirable, ‘and only“the smallest’ size of spoon is
needed:; The best to use'is:a little round spoon
about the size of the thumb-nail on a single gut
trace or an ordinary. fly cast. Let ont .enough
line_to allow.the 'spoon to keép just below tlie
surface and no more, and row the boat only
just fast enough to ensure the proper spinning
of the bait. 'When the ‘tide is high the best

“water to try is thé river current, which can '

be readily ‘distinguished by the oiliness of the
water and' the smooth streak which it causes
in the ripple of the bay. Patience will:be neces-
sary, as in the current one will often ook a
;‘green” fish, in other words,.a piece of floating

weed, but it is here that the best fish will"be %
found to feé€d, and-the best chances are.of mak- .

ing connection” with .them.. . Keep: well .up. to-. 7 "

-wards .the shallows and as- mear 'as‘ can be

ON

“judged to the line ‘where the mud-flats end'and”

the deep water begins:.' At Jow tide it is easy’
to recognize a well-marked line; as the flats eénd

abruptly; and the change of the tide wilt-show' -

a;marked line where the muddy water ends; and
the blue water begins, and here is the place
get _t,he,;ishr,«whicb Lang round

i Tnehed.

‘Lengths i < Feengths in” ' ¢
3 3 gdies. ©

iithout a wex?hi ‘ rich - 0f
below the surface, and the "cansibal- darts out

wait: for the unwary. smalldfry. of ‘his‘ows and his
+cousin the.salmon’s tribe, and:once you haye
-him on your hook you may cxp'e_c‘t,a'good hdrd .
. tusslé before .you bring him exhausted t6 yotrr
landing net; by thé ‘way, this latter i$a neces-.

° sity; as the fish ‘dfe big, and it is well*to ‘také o
no chances in lifting .them' into: the boat. Once "
. ihe fish.is hooked on 'this light-tackle the-sport >+

[it affords; though ‘granted not as fine-and ex-
citing as it would be . in a rushing stream, is
.nevertheless just as good as-if a fly: had been

, used, ‘and ‘indeed at fimes ~when  the natural

supply of fry, or ‘shiners; to use a localism, is

ly rising land with more mountains in the far DOt plentiful in the vicinity, I see no reason

_distarice, with the picturesque little settlement

tlestling against its green background of ‘cedar’
and fir and maple, and down some miles from
the head the view of gleaming, dancing water:is
broken by the dark green background® of ‘an
island. ‘In the spring the grouse ‘can be heard .
hooting on either side, their lowinote traveling
far ‘across the water, while ever: and again a
cock phedsant calls his challenge to“his rivals.

As .one approaches the, tide-flats. a.-lonely
herop is seen standing like a stone ‘ofi the dlert
for its meal of fish, while the more majestic’
white-headed eagle rises with a scream from its
perch.on the top of one of the piles (that thark '

why thé fly: should not. do ‘execution here 'as

elsewhere on similar- waters ‘with’ which~F am- -+

well acquiainted. :

There'is perhaps one drawback to this kird
of fishing about tlre present time, and that is,
. that - a- very - considerable. pércentage - of ' the:
angler’s. time .will be taken up with releasing
tfrom _his ‘hook the yaracious. little samlets,
which seem to have an appetite and.a capacity
for *hooks. quite ‘out’ of ‘all proportion to their
size, “but patience will ‘be rewarded, and ‘there
will “be -no- mistaking the bite "of the worthier”
fish when it comes, and,if the angler:is alone,
and the'rod’ in ‘thie bottom of the boat when a

the river channel) and wheels away to a more “bite comes; he wants: to lose .no time in seizing

respectful distance from its humah ‘disturbers.

Among such surroundings as these, and
given propitious weather, which is the rule
rather - than the exception in the summer
mionths, and what mortal could but be happy,
evén without the added attraction of good fish-
ing? Salmon can be caught in numbers there
as elsewhere in the season, but they can also be
fished for' with good chartces of success here at
a time when it would be futile to troll off the
Oftiter Wharf at Victoria, for instance; in the
spring there are the steelheads and a strong
run’of ‘grilse. About now the “springs” are
running dand being caught without difficulty by
trolling, and later on the cohoes will be there
in their myriads. But it is not the present' in-
tention to emnlarge on the salmon fishing," but
rather to explain to thosé who have'not the
requisite local knowledge how good baskets of
fine: sea-trout can be made angling in these
~aters. The fish may perhaps be easiest caught
at certain stages of the tide, but it is not by any
means ‘necessary to study the tide-table too
carefully .before ‘deciding on an expedition to
the Bay, as I'have tried it now at all stages of
the tide and all times of day, and have caught
them, as far as ; could judge, equally well right
along. This ddes not mean that one can fish
promiscuously -anywhere .at any time though;
at different stages of the tide different tactics
more or less must be employed.

Owing to the large quantities of small-fry
on the’water and the fact that the trout are
cannibals’' of the/worst kind and prefer a fish
diet to any other when they can gét it, T have
not had much success with the fly, and am
afraid that it is hardly to ‘be récommended

4

-the. rod before ‘some three or four pounder

drags it overboard in its first mad rush.

For the benefit of the intending visitor, it
may be said that the quickest way to reach
Cowichan Bay is by train from Victoria to
Cowichan station, from there is is about thirty-
five. minutes sharp walking, or about fifteen
minutes ride on a wheel over.a good road,
with one steep hill near the end, and another
rideable one near the station.’ Rigs can be ob-
tained to make the trip to and from the rail-
way. At the bay, close to the water's edge,
there is first-class accommodation and a good
supply of excellent boats for hire at the usual
rates, for this coast. Five minutes after reach-
ing his quarters the angler can be on the water
and, as soon as on the water, he can wet his
line with a good chance of feeling a response
from the other end. i

RSN s WIS

WEIGHT FOR LENGTH

It is doubtless a common experience among
fishermen to feel acutely at times the need for
a spring balance when the unexpected but al-
ways wished-for giant has been %rought to
net. It is exasperating not to be able to tell
with accuracy the weight of a fish, and to

have to rely ‘wholly on guess-work and the .

imagination when describing-the catch te the
unbeliever. The following table of weight for
length, compiled by Mr. Edward Sturdy, an
experienced Old Country fisherman; and con-
tributed to the Fishing Gazette, will' be found
quite reliable for computing. the weight, of
trout or salmon in conditions. Although the
balarice may be forgotten, it is always pos-
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. The fish and game of this-new country are
a public asset, and'it

the land: if ever the efjoyment .of theinhis ~al-
lowed. to get .into the Wdfds of a-few rich men:
At-the:same time'it must be always horne: in

‘mind. that, as the population in¢reases and the .

number of sportsmen increases in proportion,
something.more must be done irr the way of
legislating to prevent the total extermination
of the fish and game, No country. can stand
indefinitely the wholesale slaughter that  has
gone on in the past and been .regarded with
apathy by the bulk of ‘those who shoild bestir
themselves to moderate ‘it. ;

Victoria has unfortunately gained the repu-
tation of being slow; it is not the province of
the editor of this page to" discnss the water
question, or the dust nuisance, or other prob-
lems that even angling cranks can but hear of.
but, as Victoria has also the reputation of be-
ing the home of a: large army of the best 'kind
of sportsmen, it seems a pity that they should
be so slow to bestir themselves in this matter.
Victoria men will spend many :dollars in se-
curing the best of sporting dogs, and have dug
down deep into their pockets some of them  to
pay for the introduction: of ‘species ' of game
new to'the courtry, and yet, when'it comes to
uniting -to secure.the necessary legislation ad-
mittedly needed on all sides to protect the fish
and game and restrain'the ravages of the fish
and game-hog, they seem to fall down lament-
ably. - It cannbt be too strongly insisted upon
that the game and game-fish of ' the country
are one of its very vahiable -posséssions ‘and
none should. be at liberty. to deliberately waste

the natural wealth of the ‘country.” It is - the’

business men in oth€r ‘parts of "'the province
that are recognizing this and organizing “to
bring pressiire ‘on ' ‘their representatives  to
compel ‘the ‘adequate recognition ‘of ‘the ifh-
portance of ‘the issue. "What'other. settled
country in the'world: has such . totally *‘inade-
quate protection of the common game? It is

'

. within® measurable: distafice * of; the:; commoner.
.. sorts of game that'are mow within easy’ reach
« i and afford enjoyment to the multitude,. We

vill be a sorry thing for~

with it the power toiprevent ‘the general:pub-

OWICHAN DAY
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_not 4, question of imposing hig licences on, vis-

- iting Sportsmen’'who take a head or tworof big

‘game’ ouf-of thé:country, :it.is‘a’ question--of
protecting from: ‘dn:i extermination - that--is

‘canitot eat our cake and-have it tgo,. why not

be content: with a reasonably . sized.slice at.a-

meal.and all help to_see that the  greedy boy
‘does not.take more than hisfair share? 7+,

hi (A% RIPARIANC-RIGHTS': iy ;.

Tt seems ‘to’ be still iin ‘disptrte whether the
ownership -0f land dlong a river-bank carries
lic ‘fishing in the river.  Most,laymen cherish
the opinion. that' the: most the land-owner can
do is"to prevent trespass ‘on his land, and that
any attempt on his part to interfere with an
angler wading the stream is quite illegal. This
certainly seems to be just if not according to
law, and, if the law is definitely and finally in-
terpreted to provide otherwise and to allow
the riparian owner to put obstructions in the
way of fishermen wading or poling a canoe up
the river it would be as well to alter it: :

“Rod and Gun” for this month quofes in
full a letter from Mr. "Benjamin Hills; of Nova
Scotia, re a law-suit pending there-on this very.
point. It'is a case which should:be watched
with the greatest interest by every sportsman’
in the country, as theé ‘question the case.in-
volves'is one that is even mniore far-reaching
than.appears at first sight.

Mr. Hills-says: :

The Medway river is a natural highway.
-Risjng. in the South Mountains, about.a dozen
miles from Bridgetown, in the Annapolis val-
ley, it “traverses the. Southwestern, Peninsula
to the Atlantic. ‘at Port Medway, flowing

through a country rich in mineral, fiimbering, .

and agricultural resources.  Every year .thou-
sands of logs for {umber and pulp are driven
down the river for many miles. Tt is con-
stantly traversed by skiffs and punts and its

‘free use is essefitial to the “industry of  the

country.. For some years past, certain patties
haye been quietly acquiring narrfow skrips of
land, generally ahout thirty feet Wide, alon

- the river banks with a view: to.cbtaiing. con-

trol of ‘the fishing: / From the earlipst settle-
ment of the ‘country- the public "have enjoyed

- ufidisturbed ‘the pfivilege of fishing anywhere

on the river. ' Now that about &Il the ‘available
land ‘bordering on the river has heen secured,
) /
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“ s It .would:

an effort is being made to keep the public off
and to reserve miles of the river for the ex-
clusive use of a few individuals,

In the case of Dwyet versus Mack, Mr.
Mack is accused of taking and destroying fish
and disturbing the fish. The plaintiff also
asks the Court to restrain Mack and all others
from taking or disturbing fish, and also to
confirm his: ownership of the bed of the river
and sof the fish therein. Should ‘the Court
grant the réquest of Mr. Dwyer, it would give
him power! to- stop ‘all stream driving. The

“logs cannot be driven without disturbing the
 fish,/and most stream driving is done during
‘the fishing season.
i 3= s would also give him power to prevent
boats’ from ‘passing up or down the river. For
--that!too, of necessity disturbs the fish, espec-
ially win° Mr. Pwyer’s particular part of the

i »'streame- ‘Such'a judgment would also confirm
.. the- claim of every owner of land on every

river of Nova¥‘ Scotia. American millionaires
~or Nova iScotia plutocrats would soon' secure
everyravaildble stream in the Province. Every

stream ‘worth#ishing ‘'would soon be closed to

all but: a’favored few:

s+ It'would mean that our railway and steam-

ship e¢gmpanies would have to cease to adver-
.- tise ‘Nova Scotia as the land of free fishing

.»and lignting; that the -amateur angler .must
. throw, away "his rod; and ‘that the dealer in

fishing ‘tackle . might as well shut up shcp.
: ean that Nova Scotia would in this
.setise becomeithe land ‘of the monopolist, and

..pot the Home of the tree. The Government

“ll’_lOWJT)ii._l}télif}S‘ an' expensive department for

-_thie protection of-inland fisheries.. The people
e wﬂﬁ%ﬁg he cost for the ‘public goed,
7 but they

certainly will not allow themselves to

be thvq! to keep up the fisheries for a fews
PO

“monopolists. ‘‘Should the present attempt to

. i-close theigivers succeed, natutrally ' the next _
. ~step will'he to stop the public from hunting.

- ¥ one 'manipwns all the fish in his part of the

“river,ssurely another one owns all’ the game
- “on'hig’ part ef the land. %

* ' decing the greatness of the issue involved,
~the people.of Queen’s County ‘are subscribin
- diberally:to’ a-defence fund in order that the

.. Courts may be able to fully investigate and
finaily settle the whole question. It is to be

hoped that all over the Province those who are
in. favor of ‘maintaining the rights of the pub-
lic_agadinst ‘monopoly will subscribe to the
“fung. L e s ¢

If the. 1ixgxiopolists,are right, let' it be so

~declared, and let them undisturbed enjoy their -

"privileges. . If they are wrong; let’the public

" knowandfreely exercise their own privileges.”
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... I accompanied the captain, who had care:
_fully. placed under his feet a dozen decoy ducks
-of ‘the’latest improved pattern, imported from
~'New York, and on 'the merits of which he ex-

" HOW THEEX-LIEUTENANT BAGGED

- Jpatiated. as; wé drove along. - Arrived on’ the
.. -€dge .of the pond, Anton and T waded out to

the centre of the pond and took our respective

. Stations. on'‘two small islets. From our covef

we could see one of the darkies, under the old
captain’s direction, " placing the decoys in'a
small inlet, and in the opposite direction the
- licutenant was wading . aiong through the
bushes near the shore on the alert for game.
Suddenly the report of the lieutenant’s gun was
heard, and a flock of large whistling -ducks
rose and circled the pond-towards us, to be
greeted as they passed young Anton by two
barrels, and as they swung off my chance
came. On gathering in the spoil ‘we counted
seven ducks. The flock flew on up the pond,
and turning at its upper end came down the
shore, settling in: a cove a couple of hundred
yards above the captain, who, with the darky;
lay. concealed ‘in . the mangroves patiently
watching his decoys. We ¢ould see the black
" boy earnestly pointing out where the flock had
settled, and the captain set out to stalk them.
At the same time-the lieutenant retraced his
steps, and after some time came in sight of
the decoys, whéreupon he promptly dropped
under cover. : ;

I looked across at Anton, who was pointing
out this phase of the proceedings, and already
shaking and swaying with unholy glee. With
the ponderous liggtness of an elephant the cor-
pulent army ‘man, who was also -somewhat
short-sighted, crept'along toward the supposed
ducks, his face glowing' with heat arid excite
ment; ‘and when within range lifted his gun
and poured'two charges of heavy duck shot in-
torthe decoys. - At'the same instant the captain -
was' preparing for action, haying almost got
within range of the ducks, when, startled by

the double. report, they rose and ?ed away,
tream. .

unharmed up the pond.—Forest and
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