
fiiUîte the tide flat!, jn connection with 
thei oondlrictidn of a permanent way

We reprint fronTthe Kootenaian a I acro8S the Bay" Vpon t.his P**01 we in"
vite expressions of opinion from corres
pondents. e'r-

*»« *A STUMBLING BLOCK ’ '■
to ewterprÎ! PHYSICIANS. -and possibig in: some either places, 

bot it came from those *ho believed 
the union of the provinces was fore
doomed to failure. But all this has van
ished. Noti a public man and not a 
newspaper . In the Dominion can be 
found willing to admit that annexation is 
even a matter that can be discussed. 
A notion prevails in the United States 
that Canadians have beeri so Impressed 
with the progress of that country and 
become so enamored with its institutions, 
that we would sever British connection 
at short notice, if the Mother Country 
would only express her willingness. 
Senator Carter seems to belong to the 
class which entertains such views. There 
never was a greater mistake. Canadians 
admire the wonderful progress of the 
United States, hut see in it only some
thing which they may repeat within their 
own territory. Canadians admire the 
effort which their neighbors are making 
to work out the problem of popular gov
ernment, but they are conscious cf the 
fact that they themselves have institu
tions better calculated to preserve the 
rights and. liberties of the people than 
those founded upon the American consti
tution. We hope in Canada to be able 
to avoid some of the stumbling blocks 
in the way of progress in the republic, 
stumbling blocks largely of a social and 
economic character, which all careful 
thinkers in that country realize to be the 
most serious character.

tCbe Colonist £ GAOL
The action ,pf the government, in abol

ishing the fixed allowance to physicians 
attending upon the inmates of the local 
prisons, and substituting payment by 
fees, cannot be defended on the score of 
economy, for no one can tell in advance 
whether or not any money will be saved 
thereby. But if it could be, that would 
not be a sufficient ground for the change. 
There are other reasons than a desire to 
save a few dollars, which ought to in
fluence
prison, where any considerable number 
of people aie like# to be confined, ought 
to bë'under the stifcervision of a regular 
physician. It is not sufficient to author
ize the warden Of a prison to call in 
medical assistance when he thinks it is 
necessary, He .may not always be the 
judge of when it is necessary, 
over, there are sanitary matters which 
ought to be under the observation of a 
physician, so also should matters relat
ing to the food of prisoners, 
event of flogging being administered, a 
physician ought to be present, and there 
are other cases where a physician ought 
to be on hand, which cannot come under 
the head of ordinary professional visits. 
Prisoners may often need to consult a 
physician, W-hen they would find it ex
ceedingly difficult 
sity upon the warden. It also ought not 
tp be forgotten that in a variety of ways 
the physician is the “ buffer,” so to 
speak, between the warden and the pris- 

He, protects the latter from 
severity or npglect on the part of the 
former, and he may also be a valuable 
protector of'the former in case of com
plaints from the latter. The physician 
of a prison, who is charged with its .gen
eral medical supervision, is an independ
ent office^ whose authority, counsel and 
expert opinion may be invaluable in the 
preservation of health and discipline. 
For these reasons, we think it is greatly 
to be regretted that the government has 
done away with medical. attendants at 
prisons. ‘ ; ‘ .

KIDNEY-SICK PEOPLE I !

reference to the manner in which the 
Kootenay lake sawmill owners have 
been treated by the government in re
gard to an application for some timber 
limits.
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f

THE HOUSEHOLDER VOTE. CONCERNING CORONERS. i
Kidney diseases are the most in

sidious of all diseases common to 
humanity ; within the past few 
years medical science has made 
wonderful strides in coping with its ' 
ravages. South American Kidney 
Cure has proved rich in healing 
power, and every day testimony is 
piled up for its great curative quali
ties. Where kidney disease exists ' 
it is generally indicated by certain 
changes in the urine, such as mucus, | 
sediment, albumen, hrick dust, acid 
and blood—pain is not necessarily an 
accompaniment, which only aggra
vates the insidious mature of it. Test
ing and experimenting has disclosed : 
the fact that the passing through 
these organs of the solid particles 
in the ordinary course of circulation 
do in a remarkably short while dog 
up, grind out and impair them so 
that the functions of these organs are 

performed and disease lays hold 
on the patient with a ruthless hand. 
Kidney diseases require a solvent— 
South American Kidney Cure is a 
solvent—it is a kidney specific- 
claims to be no more—it has been 

tested by eminent medical authorities on kidney diseases, and proved and testified to by 
them as the-surest and safest cure for all diseases of the kidneys and bladder. It's a 
purifier—a healer—a health builder—efficacious alike to man or woman.

flood News from the North Country— began to reatize for himself that his ease was-!
A young machinist In a large manufacturing con. hopeless he took his case in his own hands, de
cern In Northern Ontario,'fell a victim to the termined to fight for his life. He experimented
dropsical form of kidney disease through at- with many so-called cures without relief. South
mospheric changes, in following hisdaily labors— American Kidney Cigre was brought to his notice, 
he continued his work until almost commanded and like everything else, he tried It—to his
to quit by the physician from whom he had been astonishment he began to feel better under its
receiving treatment. He visited Toronto and use. He continued to gain strength—he took six
consulted an eminent authority on kidney dis- bottles—and to-day that same young man can be
eases. The doctorsent him home with aa hopeful found at that same lathe, working for that same
a story of himself as he could give, but wrote concent, hale and hearty aa the first day he went 
privately to the yonng man's physician that it there. He gives all the credit to South American i 
was only a matter of time with him until death Kidney Core, 
would daim

Admitting everything that can be al
as to the more frequent holding of

The policy which the govern
ment has seen fit to adopt is beyond I leged 
reasonable explanation. The industries inquests than might be absolutely neces- 
of the country must stand still because sary, the fact remains that it is better to 
it suits the purposes of the temporary have a few needless inquests than to 
incumbents of office to direct that they have the coroners deterred from holding 
shall do so. If a company of people them whcn they are required in the pub- 
want to build a town, they cannot get lie interest. The Times says there were 
the land on which to build it. If any eighty-four coroner’s Inquests in the 
one wants to sell lumber, he cannot get province last year, 
logs off crown land for that purpose, proves nothing at all, except that there 
nor can he bay the land for the sake of were eighty-four inquests. It is not as- 
the lumber that is on it. Mr. Semlin ærted that any one of these was unnec- 
says that the government haa decided) essary. Presumably they were all neces- 
“not to sell or dispose of any lands or sary. 11 is an bisuit to the coroners to 
timber.” In whose interest has this “I they were, not. The Times insinuates 
decision been reached ? What owner of 0161 aU of them were not in the public 
timber lands has had sufficient interest interest. Why does it not undertake to 
or 'influence-to be able to persuade the specify at least one that was not? It 
government that an order should be cannot do so. It prefers to cast a slur 
made that will prevent .any one from aP°n every coroner in the province, and 
competing with him in supplying timber indirectly upon the whole medical pro
to customers? A What particular owner fession, when it insinuates that some of 
of real estate has been able to persuade the post 
the government to come to a decision c: " 
that - will make his property of special 9 
value ,for the time being? A decision 
not to" sell or dispose of land or timber the P|ain provisions of the statute by snb- 

the supposition that! stituting his discretion for the discretion 
which the law vests in the coroner. If

What is the meaning of the expression 
■“ rent valué ”■ in the section providing 
for what is called the householder vote? 
The validity of many recent registrations 
turns upon the answer to this question. 
We do hot suppose for a moment that 
the legislature in point of fact intended 
that the section should permit a wife 
living with her husband, or daughters 

. living at home and helping their mothers 
with the household work, to qualify 
under it. But it is impossible to ascer
tain what was in the minds of the legis
lators. We can only look to the words 
employed in the statute for guidance. A 
person occupying part of a dwelling and 
yielding or paying rent value to the 
amount of $60 per annum therefor is cm. 
titled to vote.

T
*»j

government. Any gaol or /a

If this is true, it
I

I
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In the
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It is evident at first reading that'there 

will be a great diversity of opinion as 
to what these words mean. It would 
not be easy to employ Words of looser 
signification. Undoubtedly a person 
who occupies a room and pays $5 per 
month for a full year comes within the 
scope of the section. It would seem to 
be equally clear that a person who gives 
what may be regarded as the equivalent 

■of *5 per month for a full year is also 
-entitled to vote, 
arises is who shall determine what shall 
"be considered as a yielding of rent vaine. 
If any person chooses to make the re-

rtem examinations were im-
r. Nor does the number of in- 

tsiat all touch the right of Attorney- 
GeneraF'Martin to attempt to override

to impress that neces-

!is explainable on
some favored friend, already in posses
sion of land or timber, is to be .wiped I there was reason to believe that cor
out during the brief period in which the oners hold inquests, when they are not 
present political combination will have) realty needed, it would have been quite-

proper for the attorney-general to call

But it is not only a real affection for 
the Mother Country or the failure to be 
attracted by the institutions of the Unit
ed States, which accounts for the non
existence of any annexation sentiment 
in Canada. Canadians feel within them-1 
selves the possibility1 of, hû independent 
national existence. In saying this we 
do not mean an existence separate from 
the Empire. More people favor this than : 
annexation, but even the Canadian 
party of Independence is yet in its swad
dling clothes, and is likely to stay in 
them. In the British dominions great 
problems are being worked ont, and 
of them is the existence of independent 
nationalities within the Empire. This 
will be something new in statecraft; but 
the Empire as it exists is a novelty. 
Fifty years ago no one would have ven
tured to predict such a political entity 
as the British Empire of to-day. It is 
the result of

>

oners.The question which

charge of the public domain. Who are
the favored people? "Will some! Of He I the attention of those officers to the con- 

quired oath, the assessor has no option I apologists of the government explain? ditions under which they ought to act; 
■except to take the paper and enter the The policy of closing the public domainl but he has no right under the law to take 

He is not directed to make any to enterprise is suicidal. What British | tte discretion out df their hands and 
Investigation, nor is he authorized to | Columbia wants is people who will,-buy assume to exercise it himself. As for

0f I the ground taken by the Times that so 
many inquests will make people think 
British Columbia a good place to stay 
away from, it is too childish for consid
eration.

another kidney victim. When he 
SOUTH AMERICAN NERVINE—Is a nerve healer. Cures Indigestion and all stomach trouble* !
SOUTl^AMERKLtI^RHEUM A^THJ CURB—Has Med men off a bed of pain after a few dayV 

use, who have not been free from suffering for years, - .
DR. AONEW'S OINTflENT ernes Mind, bleeding. Itching or ulcerating piles In from three to 

five Bights. 35 eta.
BOLD BÎ DEAN ï HiSCOCKâTAND HÏLL Ï Ôûr

name.
»,

15refuse to register the name of an appli-1 the crown lands and make 
cant.

some use
The act says that the list shall them, 

be corrected and revised and certified as
TEXADA ISLAND.correct by -the mayor, but it does not 

vest him with any authority to investi
gate the validity of claims to vote. He 
is not clothed with any judicial func
tions at all. How, then, can he pass 
upon an application? He is not author
ized- to take evidence. Can he then go 
"behind the application filed by the appli
cant? Presumably he could be re
strained by the court from certifying to 
•a list improperly made up; but this 
would apply to the whole list, and would 
not appear to authorize him to certify 
to an amended list. The mayor has only 
such powers as the statute gives him 
and he must execute them within the

:"'i oneIt was a happy thought on the part of 
the E. & N. company to send the City 
of Nanaimo on an excursion to Texada

oALIENS ON CANADIAN CRAFT.
----- "-1" ■

The Colonist has already directed at-
OUR FARMING LANDS;

Island. The result is that the attention 
of the public has been drawn to that tention to the presence last year of many 
very interesting locality as never before, American masters, mates, engineers and 
at least in several ÿearê.-:-ri Texada- te iffifà»-» ti»e .etewws,"plying upon the 
one of the richest areas in British Col-1 waters of the Upper Yukon. Some of

the steamboats on those waters were

Mr. R. E; Gosnell, in his interesting 
letter upon colonization printed in Sun
day’s Colonist, puts a query after the 
expression “vast areas of fertile land” 
used by the Colonist editorially in refer- 

to this province. The query is well
a political evolution. We 

do not believe that the most far-seeing 
statesman can forecast what will be the 
relative status of the component parts of 
the Empire twenty-five years from 
The evolutionary process is quickening 
its movement. In this movement, Can
adians feel that they are taking a part, 
and they have not the least desire to give 
it up and join their neighbors in working 
out the American experiment.

umbia. It has a present population of . 
about 300; but that this number will owncd and operated wholly by citizens 
be increased four or five fold as soon as I the United States. As far as we can 
the various properties are fully worked *°arn a large number of aliens from the

United States contemplate engaging in 
navigation there next year. Some of

ence
placed, because “vast areas" was not 
meant, the idea which the Colonist wish
ed to convey being that there is a vast 

of fertile land in this province, 
which area is made up of a number of 
tracts, no one of which could be called 
vast although some of them are exten- 

We are inclined to think that

now.is clear enough. Texada will afford one area’ of the most conspicuous examples of the 
manner in which mining attracts and I ^hem vriH 6° through the formality of 

une an in t e manner presen y sus(--1;nrt population, and of the market taking oat certificates in Canada, but 
t e statute. which mining communities afford. It* *'*hors will not even do this. We claim

The way the matter seems to stand, I wjji be largely dependent, upon outside I that 1116 r*sht to act as master, mate or 
the individual conscience of the person sources for its supplies of all kinds, al- en8ineer of steamers in the inland waters 
registering appears to be the only court though we understand there is a consid- of Canada should be reserved to British 
to which there can be an appeal, unless erable area admirably suited for sheep- subjects. Most of the men, who earned 
the mayor is restrained- from certifying raising, which is a safe business there, money on the Tukon in those capacities 
to the list as a. whole and thereby dis- because of the entire absence of any wild last year’ are not residents of Canada. 

. qualifying those persons who are legally animals capable of doing sheep any dam- £heir .H.v® in Washington or
-entitled to be upon it. Unless the stat-1 age. The people of Victoria will un- 0regon> and 1116 men send all their wages 

gives him power to pass upon tfiejdoubtedly reach out for a .share of the °ut of thls. C<,nntry‘ This is a matter of 
validity of claims, he could be enjoined business that will be built up on the Tery c»»sidefable importance and will 
-b, the court from so doing. If it be i8iand. The only regular means of com- neat year ** m°re ^Portant than ever, 
said that there can be no object in re- Lronication at present is from Vaneou-L,f ° can take oat a «fificate to en
quiring him. to correct, revise and certify Ver, and this is not of a very satisfactory Î1-?* ,hun *° Bay,®ate a ln ^
the list, unless he has the right to exam- character, although it is quite as good, ,mlan? waters.”f 1116 U“lted state« un 

"ine into the validity of each registration, doubtless, as business heretofore has 1!8S he “ a Clbaa“ °* that <fantry’ 
the answer is that if the legislature | warranted. With the increasing bn! similar rule ought to be adopted in Can- 

/ chose to direct him to do so, there is [portance of the island trade, a demand ada" 11 ,'8 " , Tf7 yell to talk about 
nothing more to be said about it. The [has arisen for better steamboat service, a“ °P . do”r’ but £ 18 the biggest kind 
propriety of limiting his power to an in- and there is a very general hope in Vic-* °f a mi8take to allow ourselves to be 
spection of the applications was for the toria that the trip of the City of,. , v. t .
legislature to decide, and the court can- Nanaimo is to be taken as an evidence Canadian law now, which is sup

posed to protect residents against the 
competition of non-residents, but our in
formation is to the effect that it is evad-

;;

sive.
time will sfipw the area of fertile land 
in British Columbia to be very much 
greater than is generally supposed. If 
this is so, the experience of other coun
tries will only be repeated. It would be 
a very easy matter to cite many cases 
where early impressions as to the agri
cultural capability of a country have 
been found to be altogether too meagre. 
We need not , go further away than the 
State of "Washington for proof of this. 
Eight or ten years ago, the general opin- 

[ ion was that the only parts of Western 
A Washington fit for farming *were the bot

tom lands of the river valleys and the 
marshes reclaimed from the sea. Ex
perience has shown that the timbered up
lands are highly fertile wherever the soil 
is not too rocky. Either time or money 
is needed to bring the timbered areas 
under cultivation, and their extensive 
utilization there as well as in British 
Columbia will be retarded, but ultimate
ly, after the tjmber has been cut away, 
the uplands; wi'l be used where they are

"
St

If we take, the whole world into 
consideration we will see that many prob
lems in government are in 
solution. Russia has its problem, and it 
is one of enormous difficulty. Germany 
has its problem, and if it is less difficult 
than that of the Czar’s empire, it is more 
intricate. France is confronted wittp the 
■great question of how to arrest decay. 
The United States is face to faeff'with 
great social issues, to which 
events have added the untried experi
ment of engrafting imperialism upon a 
republic. The British Empire has its 
problems. They are more 
than those of any other nation; but that 
with which Canadians are more closely 
concerned is the development of the 
greatest amount of independence in the 
several portions of the Empire consistent 
with the solidarity of the whole imperial 
fabric. Individual freedom and self- 
government we have already in as large 
a measure as they are enjoyed by any 
people upon earth; but all Canadians, 
all thoughtful British people everywhere, 
realize that there is something more to 
be achieved. We do not understand 
just what it is. We do not know just 
how we are going to achieve it. But 
we feel its achievement to be possible. 
Our American friends do not understand 
this, which is natural enough. There is 
no reason why they should understand 
it. If they did, they would see that 
there is .something in being a Canadian 
that they have not hitherto suspected; 
they would realize wly it is that there 
is not only no annexation sentiment ip 
Canada, but no room îqr any. : Cana
dians will not take the,, trouble to dis
cuss whether1 or not it might not be bet
ter in a commercial wâÿ if the two 
countries were one. Possibly it might 
be; possibly it might not be; but this 
cuts no figure. A man might be able to 
live very happily with his neighbor’s 
wife, but he is not very apt to discuss 
the proposition. His own domestic 
problems fully occupy his mind. He is ' 
content with what he has, and strives to 
build up a home of his own, with all its 
far-reaching possibilities. If his neigh

bor says, “ I have an exceptionally nice 
wife and family,” he may be ready to 
admit the proposition, but that does not 
make him any the less contented when

our

DEW-EY MAKEprocess of

■i r An Impression on yon with onr fine assort
ment of goods? We want to C-U-B-A more 

i iberal buyer, for we are a LONG way ahead 
i ' of bur competitors, and’ydu can HAV-ANA 

of our fine stock, all of which MERRITS 
your Investigation.
HOBSON'S choice, but will stand as
CERYER-A test as you desire.

I Sweet Apple Cider Freeh from the press ;
k will bring back seems of youth. By the
56 gallon or bottle; bring your jug and have
% it filled.
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Not a case of

recent
/

*
numerous

20c.
misled by a phrase. There is a provision 20c.

not supplement the statutory provision that the E. & N. company has its eye 
by reading into the law powers which J upon the transportation busiaess. 
the express language of the act does not 
convey or carry with it by necessary 
Implication.

25c.ed. The attention of the department of
___  1 marine is directed to this matter in the . . ...

City Engineer Wilmot has acted wise- hope that before the season of naviga- The arM of land fit for tarmjng in 
ly in urging upon the city council the tion again opens steps may be taken to Central aI,a Northern British Columbia 
imperative necessity of taking action in | 8af8g”ard the rights of Canadians in the b t_ but it iB impo8sible to form

vaçùe approximation of it in 
We have been told this year that 

there is good farming and grazing land 
in the Atlin country. Dr, Dawson told 
ns this ten or twelve years ago. Tit-one 
of his reports he estinàated that -the; re
gion in which the Yukou and the Stikine 
take their rise could suppprt an agricul
tural population of A, "million'. "The 
Bnlkely valley, the Neeoaco valley, the 
Omineca country and probably the re
gion drained by the Fiadlay all afford 
areas of farming land, which will be 
utilized by and bye, when the mineral 
resources of the country adjacent are 
developed and a market is thereby creat
ed for produce.

THE JAMES BAY BRIDGE.

DTXT HZ. ROSS Sc OO-A MINING RUSH.
§5

According to a Spokane mining man, regard to James Bay bridge. He is also ________ Q________
a great mining fush is due next year, right, we think, in urging that the recln- a SHORT-LIVED GOVERNMENT. 
He says that these rushes come every mation of the tide flats shall be taken 
ten years, ami therefore always with the into consideration in any plan that may I Sixty days ago there was a "very con- 
years ending with a 9. Thus the first be adopted. The extra cost will be con- ddent feeling among the friends of the 
great California rush, was in 1849. The siderable, but not sufficient to deter the Semlin governtnent *» to the future. 
Fraser river rush was in 1869. The rush citizens from adopting the suggestion. Thirty days ago the sighs of""weakness 
of 1869 war to Nevada, being started by We have to remind citizens that in mat- began to make themàëlves evident. To- 
the Comstock discovery. In 1879 Colo- ters of this kind, the city council can da? tbey look forwanf to the event» of 
vado and New Mexico were the scenes only reflect public opinion. If the peo- tbe next six weeks with a good deal of 
■of the rushes. In 1889 Colorado abd pie have any wishes on the subject, now dread. They realize that defeat is* so 
old Mexico saw the miners come in is the time to express them. , I close upon them that nothing short of a
-crowds. From these precedents he We suggest for the considéfaîion of I allra'"le can avert the blow. They got 
-anticipates a great year in 1899. the public that a definite plan be decided I *n power by a species of miracle, and

Perhaps some of the so-called ten- upon, and that a bill be presented to the I foci that it is too much for them to ex- 
year rushes may be a little far-fetched, legislature, specifically authorizing the P®0* another sqch interposition of the 

■ or rather there have been other rushes work to be done without a voté of the unexpected.

even a 
acres.

Why Certainly••••
Easily knocks out all comers. It has held; 
the championship of the world for nearly 
50 years. We will never let It take a sec
ond place to any competing trade. It wli!1 
always be

The Leader, the Whiner, 
the first, and Best

Others may cost more, but none can beat 
It. Insist on “Elephant," made in 6» beau
tiful shades, for any description of inside 
and outside work. Inquire for Liquid 
“Ironlte” for. floors and oilcloths.The reasons for the change of feeling"between the years mentioned quite equal property holders. This suggestion will

4o those which are claimed to support | strike some people as little short of revo-1 are *ar seek. The arbitrary dis
missals of officials was the first shock

CANADIAN SENTIMENT.
the proposition of e «nine-year cycle; lutionary; but it is not. Hie idea 0/
bat there is evidence enough that next submitting everything in the way of I ^Mch public opinion received, 
year will be the scene of an extraordin- permanent outlay to a vote of the prop- *ng tisbt upon the-heels of this came the 
ary activity in mining, especially in the j erty holders is a comparatively new unwarrantable interference with the op- 

"Paciflc Northwest. The wonderful sue-! thing. In many parts of Canada, cities eratipn of the crown land law. Then 
cess .of the Kootenay mines will attract and towns apply directly to the legisla- came tbe application of Martinesqne 

"the investing public. Hie -output of f ture for authority to carry out public j methods to the whole civil service, a
The legislatures regard a peti-jseries of petty, tyrannical acts, which

irritated every one. No government

..THE..Follow- Senator Carter of Montana has been 
talking about the annexation of Canada 
to the United States and he speaks about 
Great Britain's interest in the Dominion 
as. being zofcpely a military one. This 
he thinks cguld be arranged "by a treaty 
between the- United States and the

Efethaiit Brand 
Ready Mixed Faint Canada Paint Co’y

LIMITED
the Klondike is likely to awaken anew works.
the interest of the whole world. Atlin)tion from the city council, especially if 
will be the Mecca of thousand^ of pros-1 backed up by a popular petition, as suffi- can ™ake a greater mistake than to put 
pectors, and a great number of other ] ciènt warrant for the belief that a pro- *tB friends to the trouble of explanations, 
localities through British Columbia, the posed work is for the public benefit, and | and the present government has done 
Yukon territory, Alaska and the state therefore direct it to be carried out. In nothing else.
Of Washington capitalists and prospect- the case of the improvement of James I from the standpoint of their friends has 
ors will seek opportunities for invest-(Bay, it is proposed to create valuable been that no reasonable explanation can

be given. The friends of the govem-

The Largest Paint, Color aid Varalsh Factory in Canada.
MONTREAL, TORONTO, ST. MALO. ST. JOHNS, VANCOUVER and VICTORIA.

Mother Country, giving the latter the 
right to convey her troops across the 
continent at any time, and this he seems 
to think effectually disposes of the only die goes home to his own. This is about 
serious objection that exists to annexa
tion. The Senator simply advertises his 
ignorance of Canadian sentiment and of 
British sentiment also, for that matter; 
but we are' not particularly concerned., 
with the latter just now. There can be 
no annexation without the consent of

a
The worst of the case the way Canadians feel when their

'XBiXADA.

It has not probably occurred to many 
people that Texada Island is making as 
good a showing in the way of plants in 
operation as Rossland did three years 
ago. It is the case nevertheless. More
over Texada has just a brilliant a future 
before it as Rossland apparently had at 
that time. There is not the least doubt 
that Tf Texada Island were a point id 
Kootenay, there would be a rush of 
people there and a town would be rapid
ly built up. The reason of the compa
rative slowness of the island to attract 
people- and capital is that Texada has 
not yet become fashionable. Faahion 
plays Its part in mining investments and 
even in prospecting as well as in any
thing else. As soon as Texada and the 
Coast properties generally become Abe. 
fashion, and the time is not far off, there 
win be a rush to them. If asked how

I neighbors tell them of the advantages 
of annexation.

they can be made the fashion, we reply 
by telling the truth about them through 
the newspapers. The time has gene when 

mining district can be boomed upon 
misrepre tentations. People have got 
into the habit of discounting all stories 
that have the appearance of exaggera
tion. It is time that those peosons who 
are interested in the mines of the Coast 
and the development of the business 
which will follow, when once these mines 
have attracted the attention they so fully 
deserve, took-counsel together to see how 
they ean kept make known to the public 
the reason» Why it te desirable to seek 
this part "of British Columbia for invest
ment! >.*’ "
" !v 8 M 4  --------0— ---------- -

There is a growing feeling among the 
friends of the government that the date 
of its dissolution is very near at hand. 
The government candot hope to meet the 
house wtih more than nineteen supporters 
and several of these have no particular 
love for it.

■ment or discovery. property that will be worth more than it
"We "believe in the old doctrine of never I will cost, property which can either be I meat ssy to each other in effect: We

■prophesying unless you know, and so sold or leased. The general idea seems can t be expected to keep on like this,
will not venture to foretell anything for to be that the only proper use to which having every day to invent.some reason
1899; but unless all signs fail, it will the tide flats can be put after they arelt0 a®<”unt f'>r Mr- Swords vagaries, as t|le pgypig ot Canada, and they have no
"be a year of unprecedented activity, filled is that of a pleasure ground; bnt|ca™ed oa . y Mr" S,em,in> or ^Ir- Mar- desire, they""bavé not the remotest wish
when the foundation of many,a fortune this must not be taken for granted. -*-B | mdnion^is'rapidly ^n^atonïzing itæH into to a pa»t of 4he United States.
will be laid, and the Pacific Northwest a pleasure ground they would greatly a[1 expression of disgust at the manner Wtot" might haW taken place in Brit- ports it would apply to Canadian pro-
will receive an unprecedented impetus to enhance the vaine of abutting properties iq which things are being managed, and ish fWSth Ayneric6*if confederation had
prosperity. -S for residential purposes, but the business no government can stand against an ad- not been consummated, it Is idle to talk

---------- area of Victoria, thatls, the area front- in about »> a fact that In the
The President’s message read at the ing <>n the harbor, is none-too large, and tbe legislature as it stands. The im- early fifties thefe was considerable are

• opening of .congress on Monday is in no if the city grows, as we all hope it will, pression is now almost universal that the negation sentiment. Two gentlemen, giTe Canadians very little anxiety. The
■sense a startling document, but the occa- there may be found advantages in; devot- government cannot possibly stand after who afterwards received Imperial recog- British commercial community under-
sion was hardly qne that called for a ing the flats , to business purposes. Bea- (urtherUto weaken d” *S en 9 8 nitron for their services. Sir Alexander stands its position quite as well as the
very strong representation of the new con Hill is net so far away that people ---------- _oZ------------ Galt and Sir Leonard Tilley, were iden- average Canadian newspaper man, and
issues with which tbe United State# is are suffering for a pleasure resort dearer) Finance Minister Cotton refers to his tilled with an annexation movement, at we may make up our minds that if the 
confronted. T#nq ‘must be allowed for the centre of the city. But. thig is an predecessors in office as “a coterie of that time. "In the early days of con- merchants and manufacturers of the
the policy of the administration to ripen. | after consideration. The first thing to) incapables.”.^. This ia interesting enly aB .federation tBere was some expression "et l$otiier Country are not alarmed, we

"The message seems tti have been well I be determined is wbethef or not the city) exhibiting the Finance Minister’s Ideas opinion in favor of a union with tb* hqyq no cause to feel concern on thieh;
tree dived in England. * shall decide forthwith to ’take stepk|,to* bt political courtesy." ' tos-uoi ■’> I tjnlted States in the Maritime Province^ account.

-o-
We notice in some contemporaries ex

pressions of great regret because Great 
Britain is not able to offer other coun
tries tariff concessions. They forget that 
if Great Britain placed a tariff upon im-

aP

F ■

ducts as well as to those of other coun
tries. Any way as a general proposition, 
the trade relations Ot Great Britain need
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AN AM
“ Bob ” Bidley 

ifornia 8
Pi

Followed the- 
From Me* 

Britisi
■Cl

Genial, kind-hel 
pioneer of pioneed 

. ing at 9 o’clock ■ 
street, of old age! 
other of the fetl 
"who were pioneed 
"before it was evj 
.existed in the stJ 
the Western oceal 
mer of 1838— Majj 
Robert Ridley firs) 
try now comprise] 
fornia. It was 

-deceased having le 
England, with 48d 

.a ship of which hi 
intending to go tj 
of remaining in À 

•Other passengers, 
sage on the ship 
San Francisco, tn 

.more than 50 hod 
wrecked on an isll 

■ California, but wit] 
sengers and crew 1 
-the mission post 01 
now San Francise* 
rmained there but a| 
shortly after his a 
the crew of a Spai 
the East Indies. | 
tered the opium tn 
to the coast of Chi 
one of these trips 
the Spanish merchj 
to join the British i 
H. M. S. Dido, whl 
dition that he could 
at the conclusion of 
He served during 
went on the Dido t< 
suppress piracy an 
Rajah Brooke, the 
who threw up his coi 
ish army to suppress 
ful and became tb 
Brooke had alrea 
pirates off when tl 
that ship returned : 
Mr. Ridley left her 
California.*: ’Ttii 
though gold had not! 
there were fortunes 
ing and transportât! 
went into that ba 
schooner of his own 1 
and Mexican coastsJ 
trains to interior pel 
he learned a great dq 
along the coast, as 
rentes. This knowled; 
States government in 
time of the war wit] 
sailor and packer belt 
the New York volunti 
to La Pas, Mexico, 1 
pilot in the United St 
close of the war, the 
portation business wi 
after travelling throt 
he was married, he 
wife, who survives t 
cisco, intending to set 

Soon, however, cami 
Shaft's-find of gold a* 
the Sacramento river, 
now old pioneers on t 
the commencement of 
in fact it was the ma 
large majority of then 
homes in all parts of tl 
Ridley was one of the : 
“ through the mill," 1 
but he was only too wi 
He was one of the fin 
river after the receipt 
for close on ten years 
little stampedes from < 
the mining regions of 
pally, however, in Eid« 
with varying success.

Again he had made 1 
a rolling stone gather! 
those who had failed 
fortunes in California * 
6y the receipt 
river finds. “ 
them and on August 2 
in the city of Victoria 
years ago, a man wht 
more adventures than 
in a lifetime. He wei 
and like he had done 
lowed the stampedes 
own explanations caue 
and losing fortunes. A 
mining and prospecting 
returned to Victoria ; 
1861 an expedition t< 
headwaters ot that rive 
three in number, had, ! 
sailors. They engaged t 

. Indians to paddle them, 
"with provisions started 
Before the flestination 
two canoes were left, 1 
met with disaster, and 
turning home. All the 
prospected, gold being 
quantities, bat running 
ions the little party hai 
steps, leaving behind ti 
afterwards to be on of 
eat mining districts. ' 
was swarming with pro 

Mr. Ridley spent the 
in the Cariboo country 1 
year operated a pack tn 
to Leach river. For 
lived quietly in Victoria 
adventure was still in h: 
joined in the rush to C 
very well there mining 
in the fall of 1872 he 
headwaters of the Skee 
-erable amount of gold 
of valuable furs. Corn! 
the canoe was upset at 
•many fortunes which “] 
•during his adventuroui 
the bottom of the rive 
*to sea by the swift wat 
•eight men in the party 
were drowned. The otl 
-and with scanty clothini 
down the river as best 1 
reaching Port Easing 
bareheaded and coatlei 
cured for by the residi 
sington and sent to 
steamer Otter. Othe 
meets followed, bnt tl 
realized that he was n 
stand,,the hard work th 
firospéptor is called on -1 
tied <jo*n in Victoria: 
nb 'worked on the gov 

/ and afterwards was api 
of Pioneer hall, where fi 
could be found among t 
mining days, never tir 
information J.o visitors.

A few weeks ago j 
moved to the Jubilee b( 
believed even that that-1 
but he rallied and af 
treatment returned hoi 
to be around the hoi 
morning Mrs. Ridley

s
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