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‘feWw. days ‘this Island will be

b

fives to send to the Legislature of the.

" United Colonies, and never-was'theré

.an oécasion in the history of the
Colony: requiring ' the exercise . of]
sounder discrimination and;judgment
in the use:made of the franchise, To
ontinue bewailing.the..less f repre-

sentative privileges is_trifling time. ,

All the threatenings and railings of

the demagoguas; “who 'iti * their blind
thirst for greater power, bereft thems
selves of all voice'in the Gové‘rﬁment“
of the couptry, and thus’ fell *iﬁ;ga;pii;
of -their-own: digging, are mere bay
1t shaflow aAd didord
4in the throes of political d

wind, the convulsive 'w ﬂ;i‘ngs qﬁl

document ever seen’ the light) We
may deplore the fact ‘that but three
popular members .are. to be sent from
this Island to represent our  interests
in a Legislature that can be virtnally
controlled by the Government, and we
may blame Governor Seymour tor not
throwing open  a largér proportion o
the ele¢tive mombers to popular choice,
but the power is in" his bands, dnd he
has & right-$o;exercise-it if his judg-
tient 0F'¢hié dotinsel of bis advisersss
directs him.., There arg some—for~
tanately:for  $he: community they are
4 bmall ‘and’ insignificatit class—who
are ;50 devoid of all manly attributes
a8'to' advise“the Electors to disfran-
chige themselves‘ by ignoring  the
- modieum«:of - representation left. to
them ; ‘in’ other’ words, ‘to ““sit still
while, their throats are cut.” Such
cowardly and despicable sentiments
dederve. the ‘execration of all right-
thinking.and-well-disposed men, and
we réjoied to'ede that the community
is already alive to the necesrity ' of
making an early and judicious selec.
tion of the men in whom it is to re-
pose so important & trust. The right
of veto reserved by the Executive is
& mpre bugbear. It has previously
existed in British Columbia, but as
stated by Governor Seymour;in fis
despatch to Mr Cardwell, it will not be
made use of except under peeuliar
circumstanees.— British Columbia has
already relurned at least three popu~
lar members who will act indepen-
dently in the Council, and who are
not »unfavorable .to ' Victoria: mterests,
while the Governor ‘has et to select
five representatives: from . those gen-

. tlemen -holding‘commissions. of - the

Peace on ‘this Teland, to HII“ap the
representative ligt, and to -suppose
w;nm;nve;mm nominees; them-
selves possessing largs landed intet-
;""”‘WM% will “be menial

ough 16 beoome mero puppets in

%o their common sense wad. Jntel
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redzto**solcot “three -representa-|yon

| that I receive’ the. ;

h, aod the
our stay among  ns may ever be- regar
with pleasae and gratification. '
| v As‘inhabitants of: the most important
cpliural septlement in the Colony, we trug
will suit your Excellency’s, convenience,
an early dute, to-afford’us an opportuni
giving"your‘Exceliency -a personal ‘v
fromiwhighiwe regret we are sby:
ipresentipreciuded, . . ... .. %
| We also trast 'we may be ;permitted = ost |
Ir fully to exprese’ ‘our “hope” that”’the
‘inited Colany of British® Colambia and Vans
couver Island may, under your Excellancy,,
80 steadily increase in ipq] ion an W?Pélu
as may .afford your Excellehcy the well~
merited approval’ of success,” and’ give 06
oasion; to;all under your: Exeellen
L1 e wigely directed comimen
%sm‘e’&f of healthy progress, and'that
hest dnd sincere -hope:maybe faiy a

complished,

.+ Minister'ef Qowichan,
. 10 the

on behalf of certain inhabita
Sire'Soymot o with mo 1 corbaT thated
'to the signers of it. ‘I am sure o y in
the QOolony will be attended with;pléasure to
us:should prosperity peturn to these. shores.
I shall have great plaasure ip paying youn
an early, but short yisit, in anticigation of a
more lengthesed one at 4 season of the year
less nnpropitious to the labor of the farmer.

Eﬂnp’eraly trust that the hope you express
that the Colony mdy‘increase in popilation
and wealth ‘may be réalized. I know no
British. dependency morg favored by nature,
and we, want but ;hg,eag_ablisgment of regnlar
steam communpication with the mother-coun-
try to induce many immigrants' to &vail
theémselves' of the vast ‘resources -of British
Columbia. ' I@m dot without hope that sach
communication will be speedily established
with the assistance of the Imperial Govern-
ment. : : : -

“Believing that the' worst days of the Colony
ate.now-passing; and: that brighter prospecis
'are before us, I shall use every effort to make
‘permauent any. improvement, that. may. arise,
It I leaye the, Celony more prosperous, than
I fiod it, I shall indeed bave cause to look
back with satisfaction to ‘the ‘period of my
administration. |

ConverTs To CATHOLICISM.—~A recent con-
vert, writiog to the Weekly Register, gives
the following statistics of conversions which
he now says are going on from the Anglican
to the.Roman Church :—*“At the chuich:in
Farm-street the average  for the last four
years has been one counvert a;. week, . received
iinto the church,: At Dr Manniong's former
church, at Bayswater, the: average.is about
three-in a fortoight ; at the Oratory, two a
week ; at Islington, one in the_ fortnight ; at
the Carmelites’ Churgh in Kensington, - about
one a week; at Kingsland Chapel, near
Stoke Newington, two a week ; and’ at
Upper Oglesstreet, Marylebone-road (near
the famous St. Mary Magdalene’s; high
church; of Mr Stuart), there are never less
than five or six Protestants for admission to
the church. Of these converts about a third
are from ‘the upper and 'a’ third from the
orofe: tional classes, the rest are artisans and
heir wives.” iy

_Frou PorTLAND—The . steamer-; Fideliter
Captain, Erskine, arrived yesterday afternoon
baving left. Portland on Sunday, the 2d inst:,
and been detained by stress of . weather. .one
day at Astoria, three days in Baker Bay, ‘
and one day in Neah Bay. ' Bhe brought 22
passengers, including eight soldiers  for - Fort

marine’ report. ' We are indebted to Captain
Erskine for files of Portland papers. ‘Pas-
sengers represent fimes as ' unusually dull

amongst the webfeet.
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AL—Mr D§Besmos is the only can-

d tio hae coms before. the electors for
their suffrages. It hasmot yet been decided
whether Dr Helmcken will stand for the City
or for District No. 2,in either of - which he is
sure of an-easy victory, 1 Mr Soutbgate is put
prominently forward as a candidate, for the
city by his friends; but that gentleman has
not stated whether he will stand or not. C.
By Youong, it is said, is anxious to be
dragged out as a candidate, but bis name has
not as yet been mentioned for the position by
apny person besides himself. It is understood
that: the matter will;be definitely, arranged
tosddy.;; Ac:comprpraise by, the .friends of

‘Messrsa; ’Helmekgp} Southgate and Delos-

mos should be arrdpged, . / :

| Saie or TEE Sr. NidHonis BrLLArD

Room. Frxtures—All the splendid billiard
tables, furniture, paintings, engravings and

‘bar-fittings contained in the St. Nicholas

Billiard Room, St. Nicholas ‘Hotel, will be
offered at auction by Mr McCrea tommorrow.
The tables are Phelan’s make, and ‘are pro«
pounced the finest in the city, being supplied
with all the recent improvements. Most of
the_pictures are by celebrated artists and are
waorthy the attention of patrons of the fine
arts. The bar fixtares would be objects of

admiration in a first class metropolitan galoon,
and are in perfect order. We commend this
sale 1o the notice of saloon keepers and
others, who may be in quest of furniture, fix-
tares or-pictures.

&

Tar CanapiaN . CoxrepzriTioN —The
united population of Oanada, New Bruns«
' Newfoundland, and
Prince Edwardi’a Island, .in. Jannary 1864,
was 3,618,151.. The public revennes amount-
ed to 813,264;9,6,3 annually, The expendis
tate was $12/507,000. The extent of the
public: domain| whioh: has passed into pris
vate hands’ 45,638,804 acres, of which

..acres. were, under culti~

pfsn not granted or sold, but

nominally bejonging ‘to” the Crown, and
under the conjfol'of the’ Colonial ' Legislature
i8/214,282,817, ' The annual  value:of thg

vinces i . $150,000,000, and the. assessed

value of the farss, $550,000,000. -
Work on the Comox coal mine has been

‘discontinued for the winter. ;

ark, of the Hudson Bay Co.,
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when readings and recitations will be given'

by the following gentlemen : ‘ President—
Cochrane; Mr Rennie; Mr Guild; = Mr
Dally ; Continuation of the “ Early History
of Vancouver Island,” by C: B. Young.

Rerurnep—Tom Lafont, on the Fideliter,
from a successful tour through Washington
Territory and Oregon.” T. L. will open’ here
with ‘a company in'a few days, when he will
present startling novelties in his line::  Look
out !

Frou Comox-—~The steamer Emily Harrig
Captaio Frain, returned from  Nansimo and
Comox yesterday: evening. , Terrific | gales
are reported .all along the east coast, during
which the’ Harris and Douglas steamers lay at
anchor at Comox, ;

Foster's WHARF, at Esquimalt, has.se*:
tled beneath the weight of a portion of the
ship Biddle’s cargo of coal, which was being
discharged, upon it, and the unlading “has
been discontinued. ; :

0= By order of fieneral Halleck, - the
headquarters of the United States Military
Department of the Columbia have been
changed frows Fort Vancouver to Portland,
Oregon.

.Rev. Dr, Burns, of Toronto, C.W., has
been ‘appointed to take temporary charge
of the congregation worshipping in the First
Presbyterian Churéh, Pandora street.

Tre OLp OaBLE between Lopez and. San
Juan Islands has been carefully raised by Mr
Haines and brought to this e¢ity by the
steamer Mumford on Saturday evening.

MR Tromas Foorp, a native of England,
was killed on his farm, at Salt Spring Isiand,
a few days ago, by falling from the roof of a
barn which he was engaged in shingling.

Nawamo—The. bark, Almatia eailed. on
Friday for San: Francisco: with 500 . tons  of
coal ; and the sehooner Crosby sailed. on the
same day for Portland with'106 tons of coal,

“Tam ‘Isipkr  returned yesterday from
Burrard Inlet, where she left ‘the" ‘bark
Evelyn Wood, -* "+ 1 onid :

A Bau, given at Nanaimo on Fridsy
night last, was largely attended, and proved
very successtul. ;

Sxix Icx .formed in the gutters on Thurs«
day night. - Skating about Christmas.

4

"| above high water matk.
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Fortunately a slight rain came og at daik
and Mr Goldie' wrang a small  qubntity *of*
water into their mouths, obtained by spreads:
ing a small piece; of petticoat on the after,
thwarts, This greatly revived them and -z’ -
opened their stiffened .jaws. - They were sit~:
ting in the bottom of the -boat, quietly,  their :
hands clagped or his knees, when the boat
eotered the breakers, he steering ‘with the’
piece of board. L ) )

The boat passed through two breakers-
successfully, but capsized in the third, in
water 80 shallow' that  Goldie’s feet tonched
bottom at once. . He reached shore quickly,.
shouted to his companions and went into the
surf as ‘ar; ag the undertow  would ' permit,’
but ‘neither saw nor’héard them again. They:
undoubtedly; - in , their enfeebled . condition,,
for six days without food ‘or water, other than
.one small fish, and ‘the rain of Mounday evens
ing——almost withoutclothing—expased ito an
almost tropical sun—were drowned at onea, .
They could nof make the one ‘small effort"
that' would bave ciowned théir h#¥oic’ endur=
ance with success. ; The body of Miss Aonie:
Norton (printed Addie in the list of pa« en-
gers) was found, and buried mext maining
Miss Rusa How=;
ard’s bedy (1bere is . no Ross Howard, but
Rosa Burns, in the same list) was found the
same evening by 'two '‘fiskermen; bat  theip
cowardly dread ‘'would ‘not permit them to
touch it. It was again seen by a little boy,
who was ugable to ‘move it out 'of the surfid

The courags; patience, obedience of dir-
tions, heroic, quiet. endurance of thirss and
banger and ot an almost tropical sun, of all
the ladies is spoken of by Mr Goldie as being’
beyond praise ; but: - Miss Howard (who had
but a chemise, with her pame on its front}..
aad Miss Norton (who bad, in addition to
that garment, a sort of worsted sack, trimmed
with dark trimming, made to be worn with a
belt,) who survived the rest of the pe ~ens
gors, were brave, gentle, lady-lite, uncom«
plaining, able to obey directions, desirous of
assisting themselves and others to the ute
most—they were heroines. That they should
have failed at'the last moment, after sueh .
heroic struggles, ;is sad to think of. Theyx
needed but the steel like muscles of the
officer to have secured success. Miss N orton
was abont twenty : years of 2ge, quite tally
with dark hajz., Miss Howard, on the cone
trary, was not above five feet one and a half
or two inches, and ‘sixieen or seventeen years
of age ; both remarkably. fine Jooking women
the hair of the latter, was also dark, The
last named lady ‘was from the oity “of New
Yorki 10 ctgoaq sad of £ 00

My boatmen found the remains thig: after-
nood. , The sharks, shown by the marks of
the teeth 'on the' bones, had destroyed most
of the body. It was that of & “rather small
female; a nearly entire foot was _delicately
and beautifully form-d, and had always been .
encased in"alight shoe. [ buried the res-
maing in . the enclosed lot appropriated to
soldiers and sailors who perished in the late-
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