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H. W. LeMessurier Gives 
foresting Review of Nfid’s 

“Historic Point» of 
interest.”

Interest In New-

ey might shelter when att 
This fort was then 

“the Fort” and subsequently styled

iyesterday's weekly luncheon held 
'the Rotary Club the epeaker 

tr w LeMessurier, C.M.U.,
• 1 , interesting account of i the North Fort. When a fort was built

the south side, the latter was catLcvl 
the South Fort. These foifafifsiter built

, endisd
,, of historic 

LeMessurier’s address was as

dealing with Points of Historié 
in Newfoundland one natur

es the places In and around St. 
i first. The premier place of In
in st. John's is without doubt 

on which Sir Humphrey Gil- 
landed. On the 3rd August, 1583, 

.ntered St. John's Harbour In the 
and on the 4th August he 

,ded and had a consultation with 
English Merchants. Upon the 6th, 

caused his tent to be set up on the 
of an hill in the view of all the 
of English men and strangers, 

ich were In number between thirty 
forty sail; "then being accent

ed by all bis captains, masters, 
itlemen and soldiers he caused all, 
‘ masters and principal officers of 

shlppes as well as Englishmen as 
nlàrds, Portugais and all Other na-

. did

and manned by" the lflMbftanl 
-no soldiers were detailed to man them 
until 1697, when Lt. Cod' Handystde 
and three hundred men mere left »t 
St. John's for the winter!'JoL_ 
ing In his arrive of 1«7« Sjsys 
guns were mounted In a fort at St. 
John’s and the, fort was supplied with 
small arms for the use of the In
habitants who manned the fort. SVm. 
Downing and Thomas Oxford on tie- 
halt of the inhabitants of St. John’s 
petitioned the King for twenty-five 
guns and two hundred small arms to 
defend the harbour and some smill 
arms to defend the creek Que de Vide. 
A few years previously (In 1665) the 
Dutch had attacked St. John*/ and de
stroyed the fort. This fort was again 
rebuilt by the Inhabitants and another 
built on the South side of the Nar
rows. In Thornton’s map of St. John s 
dated 1689, the North Fort Is shown 

s to repayre into his tent and then as being about where Fbrt William 
there In the presence of them all was situated and the South Fort on 

cause his commission under the the ajte of Fort Amherst a't tile en- 
t seal of England to be openlie trance to the Narrows. On April 5tty, 
solemnlie reade unto them where- t 2680 “Sir Robt. Robinson asks leave 

.715 grannted unto him his heyres to use his crew and such planters as 
assignes by the Queen’s most ex- are wining to raise fortifications 

lient Majestie many great and large which shall be done with no expense 
allies liberties and priviledges. The except a little brandy to the crew for 

whereof being signified unto the labouring.” This was in all pro
pers by an interpreter he took bability the commencement of a Fort 
lesslon of the said lande in the on the site of Fort William, and it ap- 
t of the Crown of England by dig- pears to have been first called Fort 
up a turfe and receiving the same william in 1696. In 1696 the French, 
a hazel! wande delivered unto unyer jje Brouillon and DTbenrille, 

after the manner of the lawe and in the month of Novémber, reached St. 
;ome of England. Then he signified john’s by way of Bay Bulls and after 
j the company, both strangers and siting the outer defences attacked the 
srs that from thenceforth' they port into which many of the inhab- 
■e to live in that land as the terri- itants had fled, and finally caused 
es apertayning unto the Crown of them to surrender. The French Chap- 
lland and to be governed by such laln Baudoin, whose M.S. Diary Is in

the Archives at Quebec, says “this 
fort was situated on the hill to the 
northwest, commanded on one side by 
two heights both within gunshot of it. 
It was squarson shape, with four 
Uttttone, a palisade eight feet high, a

!Ct

res as by good advise should be 
i down, which in all points, (so 
>re as might be) should be agree- 
le to the lawes of England and for 

the same in execution, present- 
_j ordained and established Ttir(6e

'1. Establishment of the Church of 
■fland.

. Any attempt prejudicial to Her 

.Jty’s rights in the territory to be 
ished as in a case of High Treason.
. Anyone uttering words of dis
eur to Her Majesty should lose 
“rs and have his goods and ships 
heated.
ill men did verie willingly submit 
iselves to these lawes.
"ten he caused the Queen's Majes- 

j to be engraved and set upon 
filar of wood not far from the tent 
I great solemnity.’’
lie landing place of Sir Humphrey 
.art is known to us only by tradi- 

but it is almost certain that it 
Id not have been other than at the 
yh which was then, no doubt, and 
Imany years after the principal 
ing place for all ship’s boats. Af- 
—1 See of 1892 when the wharves 

the water front were destroyed 
■as very evident that from Harvey 
-o's premises west 

there were very 
re a ship's boat could make an 
landing. Prowse, in his History 

. has a foot note p. 71 
lie says "the hill would be 
Garrison Hill, the centre of 

|harbour." I do not agree with 
Tse; at that period (1583) the 

8 bout St. John's were cover el 
voods and only the land at the 

■ns edge cleared. Garrison Hill 
bo too far away for sailors to 

>d and the trouble of carrying 
and material ashore would make. 
lamphrey seek some places of 
access. The Gills, Newmans, Car- 
nnd others who were here, some 
le seventeenth century and somo 
early In the eighteenth century, 

[escribed the Beach as the landing 
ot Sir Humphrey Gilbert, and 
1 oî it as the hill on which his 
18 erect od. The “Beach,” known 

awning’s Cove, was just west of 
re now th« Customs Examining 

•bands and on which Colin 
>belt anfl Harvey & Co.’s wafer» 
’’remises are erected. The land on 
1 Memorial Monument stands 

6,11 which extended from

covered trench, now full of snow, 
also a drawbridge, with a small 

-tower upon which there were four 
cannons, the bafls for which weighed 
four pounds, under the tower there 
was a cellar for keeping gunpowder." 
Before vacating St. John’s the French 
burnt and destroyed everything move- 
able and immoveable, there was not 
a solitary building left standing and 
all the forts were razed to the ground. 
When it was too late, a large squad
ron, under Admiral Norris, with 1509 
soldiers were sent out In 1697 to re
capture Newfoundland, they found St. 
John's completely abandoned. The 
soldiers were set to work at once and 
Fort William was erected on the site 
of the old Fort under the direction of 
a Mr. Richards of the Royal Engl

and finished in 1779. Prom 1789 
1829 the Governor had his dwelling 
there. The infantry had their barracks 
and the Officer Commanding his dwell
ing. The Artillery Officers and rafen 
were housed at Fort William. Queen’s 
Battery situated on the plateau, over
looking the Narrows, at an elevation 
of about 420ft. was begun In 1763 and 
enlarged and made stronger in 1809. 
The only published record ot the 
building ot forts that we have. Is con
tained in a book of "Family. Recollec
tions” written by Miss Durntord, the 
daughter of Ltv Qenl. Durntord, an 

i eminent officer of the Royal Engin
eers. The then Capti Dqmford, who 
Aras stationed In Ireland, in 1808 was 

ne. appointed to.the command of the 
Royal Engineers in Newfoundland to 
repair and strengthen the fortiflea- 
tlons. It *ss the^ummer of 1809 be- 
iSefëre he arrived here In the trans- 
*port brig-**Britannia.” He immediate
ly, began, Jhe re-constructlon of the 

:e building ot some new 
Durntord in writing of 

says "the fir covered 
overlooking the entrance to 

rbour ot St. John's are planted 
batteries romantically situated. 

The raging surf of the Atlantic's bil
lows dashes against the embrasures of 
Amherst and Chain Rock batteries, 
and the line of battle-ships, as well as 
the red sail fishing skiff come almost 
within arm’s reach ot the cannon. 
Hid-way, and crowning the eminence, 
gtlns commandlngly point : from 
Queen’s battery and the lines on Sig
nal Hill. Captain Burnford threw up 
fresh batteries, and repaired and im
proved, and in some cases entirely 
rebuilt such as were falling into decay. 
The Queen's Battery and a large block 
house on Signal Hill were among the 
newly constructed ; Frederick, Am
herst and Chain Rock amongst thfise 
repaired.” Col. Durntord remained In 
St. John's Yrom 1809 to 1816 when he 
was transferred to Quebec to plan and 
carry oht the strengthening of its 
fortifications.

Fort Amherst. A Fort appears to 
have been constructed here’ as early 
as 1632, but lt was not until 1763 that 
it was made formidable and was then 
named after Col. Amherst who was In 
charge of the troops at the retak
ing of St. John's in 1762. A light was 
first established there In 1812.

Fort Frederick, which was an earth
work to the west of Fort Amherst and 
opposite the Pan Cake shoal was re
constructed by Col. Burnford and fitted 
with -ovens to heat shot to a red heat 
for use in repelling an enemy.

Chain Rock Battery at the narrow
est part of the entrance to the har
bour and opposite the Pancake shoal 
was merely an earthwork for many 
years. Col. Durntord repaired it with

account of of the name

About 1770, a large chain was attach
ed to Chain Rock and led to Fancake 
where two capstans were used to raise 
lt so as to obstruct the passage of 
large vessels.

Duke York Battery was situated on 
the southern shoulder of the crest of 
Signal Hill and mounted eight 24 
pounder guns, four 18 pounder car- 
ronades and two ten inch mortars. Its 
date was 1796.

Fort Waldegrave. This battery was

the Forts In and about St. John’s, 
other points of historical Interest that 
ûave also vanished are old Govern
ment Hbuse situated on Duke of York 
Street. This Street was a short one. 
to the east of Cochrgnè Street running 
parallel to lt front Gefrer to Duck
worth Street. The houee was built 
in 1779 and first occupied by Rear Ad 
mirai Edwards. It continued to be 
Government Houeo until 1809, and 
was destroyed in the great fire of 
1892. The garden by which lt was 
surrounded was kttttwn as "the gar
den” for many year» lad was cele
brated for its beauty.

Prior to the remq*al*t>f the troops 
in 1870, the Barrafck* ahd Stores De
partment had their houses and store 
on the plot of ground bounded by Or
dinance Street, Duckwofth and Gower 
Streets, the buildings were destroyed 
in 1892. The officer commanding the 
Royal Engineers lived in a house 
erected in 1860 where now MV. H. 
Outerbridge’s. house is, the Engineers 
staff house and offices' were to the 
north of lt. The Commissariat House 
now St. Thomas’s Rectory was built 
in 1801, the officers were1 oh the 
ground floor and the dwelling rooms 
in rear of the offices and on the se
cond floor. The Kings Bake House 
was on the corner of Military Road 
and King’s Bridge Rogjd nearly reach
ing where now the Monument stands, 
from the door step one could look up 
Gower Street. Where the Day School 
stands was the Commissariat C.oal de
pot, and the building now occupied as 
the Bishop Felld Hostel is on the site 
of the Engineers’ work shop. The 
Military Hospital was on the site of 
the present General Hospital, the old 
building forms a part ot the same. At 
the east gate of Government House a 
Guard House stood which was placed 
there to 1834. I notice that some 
writers place,the date of the removal 
of the troops at 1871, this Is incor
rect the last of the Imperial Garrison 
left here in July 1870.

Government House. The erection of 
this building was commenced by the 
Governor Sir. Thos. Cochrane in 1827, 
artisans having been sent out from 
England in the bummer of that year. 
The first estimate in 1828 of cost was 
£ 12,577, to which was added in 1829 
a further sum of £5,567, to complete 
and furnish it, on the whole It is said 
to have coat £30,000. In 1831 it was 
occupied by Sir. Thos. Cochrane and 
the Council and Assembly as well as 
Government Officials had offices there
in. Colonial Building or House of Par
liament was built in 1847 at a cost of 
£ 160,000. It is 110 feet long and*85 
feet wide. Its Ionid Portico is borne 
by six massive columns, 30 feet high.

Placentia, known as the -Ancient
stone and btiilt a bomb proof there. Cajfital," was early occupied by the

French and in 1662 King Charles II. 
of himself gave the right to Louis 
XIV. to occupy and fortify it. In 
Prowse’s History a mistake is made 
respecting the forts. Although the 
author quotes La Hontan he does not | 
do so correctly. Early in the seven
teenth century a fort was erected on 
the Meadow Point, opposite the gut. 
In 1662 t'oit Louis was erected on the 
Jersey Side at the entrance of the gut 
and not on the town side as stated by

first built in 1797 and named aftetS .Prowse. The remains of this fort

top 
was -

neers. Only the pallisade was erected 
during tae first year, but between 
1698 and 1708 the ramparts were faced 
with brick and bomb-proof parapets, 
and poyjder magazines and barracks 
were erected. A Fort, named Fort 

to Bowring ! George, was built near the waters 
few places j edge due South from Fort William, 

about where now stands the4 office ot 
Messrs. Furness Withy ft Co., and the 
two were connected by a subterran
eous passage. All the work, about 
Fort William was the work of English 
Engineers commenced in 1697 and ad
ded to from time to time. In 1699 a 
small Church was built within the 
precints of the fort in which the Rev. 
John Jackson officiated.

In February, 1705 the French, un
der Subercase, again invaded St. 
John's and maile an attempt to take 
Fort William which was so ably de
fended by Lieut. Moody that the 
French returned to Placentia After 
pillaging the surrounding settlements.

In December, 1708, a FVench force, 
under St. Ovide de Brouillon, arrived 
overland from Placentia and attacked 
St. John’s, taking Fort William and 
Fort St. George and compelling the 
garrison at Fort Amherst to surrend
er. _ The forts were afterwards 
strengthened and for forty years no 
attempt was made by the French to 
retake St. John’s, On the 27th June, 
t?62, four French,ships of war after 
taking Bay Bulla appeared -■

Street almost to the waters 1 John’s and captured ft. . The I 
one In 1790 wishing to go tlons had been neglected
1 Premises to Morris’s, 
to 6o by the land wash or 

Beach Hill and go up 
Path” now Duckworth 

'. mound or 
from the 

5 In my 
was a 

toe.:.fishermen and, 
and the scene of many

Fort William st

small force of regulars were In 
The French set to work ttx.r 
old fortifications and erect 1 
fences on Signal Hill. On 

ColvilleLord

Admiral Waldegrave. It is situated 
on an eminence to the North of Chain 
Rock and was long known as .the 
Battery. A dwelling house for the 
Artillery men was near by, also 
large powder magazine.

Block House on the northern emin
ence ot Signal Hill in’ 1796 mounted 
six guns pa_ the ground floor.

Grows Nest Battery, was «I '’"the 
crest, of the hill known as Glbbett 
Hill and In 1762 ft was taken from the 
French and as It commanded Fort 
William the French Commander, 
Count D'Haussonville was compelled 
to surrender to Col. Amherst—When 
a mptiny occurred on board of H.MB 
Latona In 1797 (the year of the mu
tiny of the Nore) three of the ring 
leaders were hung on this Hill hence 
the name Glbbett Hill

Qui-di-Vidi a small fort or earth
work was erected liprc in 1709 but not 
being maintained it fell into ruins.

In 1763 the French sank Shallops 
filled with stones in the narrow en
trance a.nd built a redoubt on the 
South: Hill overlooking the village. 
The road to the Cable House passes 
the spot on the south. This, fort or 
redoubt was gallantly^ stormpd by the 
Hlfchlandpr* under. Captain M'Oenell.

In 1.763 the English built a fort on 
the hill overlooking the entrance and 
maintained ft until 1870.

Cox Marsh on the Torbay Road 
two redoubts were formed here in 
1763 mounting 18 pound carronades 
they Were each one mile from Tor- 
bap. .

Plperstock. Hill—A . small battery, 
mounting three guns, was stationed at 
this point in 1773 covering thé ap
proach from Middle Cove.

Torbay—A battery on the south side 
built in 177$ overlooking the beach 
mounted four six pounders, with a 
guard house attached, was for many 
years maintained there.

Petty Harbour Battery situated, on 
the old Petty Harbour Road on the 
Hill overlooking Maddox Cove.

Road
house and a battery was 

in 1706 and resisted the 
French.
e—À battery of three 

was place* oa the top of the hill 
down to the east of Where

were very evident when I first saw it in 
1854. In La Hontan’s narrative a 
sketch of the Harbour and Its sur
roundings, as it appeared in 1689, 
shows Fort Louis as above stated. In 
1688 a redoubt was marked out on 
Castle Hill and was afterwards com
pleted and heavier guns mounted. This 
was known as the Castle Fort. The 
bomb proof, the remains of which are 
to be seen, was built by the English in 
1713. When Placentia was surrendered 
to Great Britain in 1713, the English 
built a fort on the town side of the 
gut and called it Fort Frederick. Near 
by they erected an Artillery Barracks, 
which I have been in, and near the old 
Church a barracks for infantry. Both 
buildings have long ago disappeared.

At Gannon Point a small redoubt 
was built by sthe English In 1715 to 
command the Roadstead. A Block 
House was also erected near the foot, 
of Point Verde Hill where there is but 
a small isthmus separating the waters 
of the Roadstead from those of the 
South East Arm. A sketch of this 
Block House appearp lu thé 'Diary of 
Prince William Henry (aferwards Wil
liam IV.)

In the old Court House there was a 
tip staff of the reign of George III. 
bearing the dale 1772 which la still 
preserved. In the church are the re
mains of some tohbstaa'es of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
relics of the old Basque" and French 
settlements. There are ’ altogether 
five stones, two are in French and 
three in Basque. .Archbishop Howley 
gives a full account of them in his 
paper of the 27th, May, 1902, read be
fore the Royal Society of Cam 
There is also a painting of the Royal 
Arms ot England of the Reign of 
George III. which has als6 been des
cribed In a paper by Archbishop How- 
ley read 26th May, 1$08. There is also 
a 'Silver Communion Service present
ed In 1787 to the Protestants of Pla
centia by. Prince ,Wtl 
Clarence 'who was 
"Tlllam IV., pr

ia

at it
was called Verulam by Lord Baltimore 
and the same corrupted Into Ferry- 
land. If historians had examined old 
charts and old documents they would 
have found that lt was called by the 
English Ferryland before Lord Balti
more’s time and by the French Fril- 
lon. In Abbe Boudcrtn’s diary 1696 
It-Is called Frtllon. On the old charts 
three places bear that name, one 
the north shore of Conception Bay, 
one at Ferryland and one near Cape 
Çbspeau Rouge at the western en- 

ice to. Placenta Bay. The " one at 
'"'Ahd the one at Cape 

Rouge are named Ferryland 
.s. The name Frtilon Is Norman 

inch.And means a noise behind 
stone. Any one acquaipted with either 
ot. the Ferryland heads can see how 
appropriate the name was, as in all 
instances a large gap exists between 
the rock of the heads and the points of 
JUind through which the sea rushes 
making a load noise. Fèyryland ap
pears to have had a fort In 1620, and 
when Lord Baltimore settled there to 
1628 he fortified it and the Isle an 
Bols and In 1629 successfully resisted 
an attack by some French Ships of 
War. In 1673 a Dutch squadron of 
four ships plundered Ferryland. In 
1694 Holman defeated the French at 
Ferryland. In 1708 a French attack 
on Isle au Bois was unsuccessful. 
Various other attacks were made but 
the inhabitants successfully repelled 
them". '

Cape Bonaylsta, Newfoundland. The 
traditional landing place of John 
Cabot, who on the 24th June, 1497, at 
early dawn sighted the new world. 
Historians are not agreed as to the 
landfall, some holding ft to be Cape 
Breton and some Labrador, hut the 
tradition in Newfoundland, which has 
been handed down since 1600 points 
to Cape Bonaylsta.

Cupids—Guy’s Colony, under the 
charter of James I. to Lord Bacon and 
his associates, was founded at this 
place In Conception Bay In 1600. Guy 
was an Alderman of Bristol and sail
ed from there on his colonization 
scheme In May 1610. Making a quick 
passage he had houses and mills 
erected before the cold weather set in.

' Carbonéar—Battery at Carbonear. 
Built and manned by the inhabitants 
in 1690, successfully resisted the 
French attacks under DTbervtile in 
1696.

Until quite recently, were to be seen, 
the Charcoal pits used to produce the 
charcoal for the winter heating of the 
houses of the earliest inhabitants. 
Channel Islanders were among the 
first settlers and it is a matter of (re
cord that they called the Charcoal 
pits Charbonnière, hence the corrup
tion of the name to Carbonear.

Trinity;- Admirals Island and Sort 
Point. This was the head station of 
the Fishing Admiral. As early as the 
mldle of the sixteenth century cannon 
were mounted here Curing the fishing 
season as a defence against pirates. 
About 1700 the Imperial Government 
erected permanent batteries here and 
stationed a small force ot artillery 
men On the Island and point. There 
were 8o soldiers there in 1762, and the 
fort was in a dilapidated condition, 
when the French took lt and threw 
the guns into the sea. Batteries were 
repaired and remanned in 1763. About 
1,800 a brick barracks were erected at 
(he Point Fort and a bomb proof 
magazine for ammunition. Nothing 
now remains, çartli works In ruins, 
and a few cannon embedded in the sod.

Fox Island—At the Northern side 
of the entrance to Trinity, Is not real
ly an Island but a peninsula as at its 
inner' end it is connected with 
a long beach. A battery of eight guns 
was mounted here on the outer part of 
the island in 1705. During war. time 
Inhabitants of the North side of Trin
ity Bay were ordered by the Governor 
to winter at Fox Island.

The Church Register at . Trinity- 
founded by the Rev. Benjamin Lindsay 
and dating from 1755 is the oldest re
gister of births, deaths and marriages 
in Newfoundland.

At the .Western end of Ryan’s prem
ises Is still standing an old store, 
known as “the Pork Store" built by 
Benjamin Lester in 1763. It Is probably 
the eldest existing building in New
foundland.

. Labrador, Nfld.—Fort York, built at 
’Chateau Bay by order of Governor 
Palllaer In 1765. The plan of the fort 
is shown in Prowse’s History of New
foundland at page 327.
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Play by Clyde Flteh.

A Heroine Lauded in 
Story, Song and the 
Pages of History Brought 
to Life on the Screen 
With all Her Fervent 
"Patriotism, Courageous 
Constancy and Enduring 
Charm.

THE INTENSITY OF ITS

COMING:—SYD CHAPLIN, in his latest big Super-Special Comedy Drama
—“THE MAN ON THE BOX.”
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shortly 
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St. Andrew’s
Sale of Work

r:

OVER *1,000 REALIZED.
. The St. Andrew’s Ladies’ Aid ’ So

ciety conducted a very successful Sale 
of .Work In the Presbyterian Hall yes
terday, and last night, when the hand
some sum of 11,000 was realized. Lady 
Allardyce had consented to open the 
sale, but owing to Court mourning, 
found herself unable ,to he present 
and sent her regrets. In her absence 
Rev. R. J. Power declared the .sale 
opened. From then on much business 
was done at the stalls, and although, 
at the beginning the stocks were large, 
they soon showed signs of depletion, 
and by closing time everything had 

disposed of. The wares oÉered 
of excellent quality, and conais-

ry ahd

kwmwe

FISHERMEN !
See US before purchasing an ENGINE and get our attractive

prices on the

“Atlantic”
\V' known throughout Newfoundland as the

Fishermen's Favorite Engine

IN STOCK 

FROM 

3 HORSE

BURNS

GASOLINE

OR

KEROSENE.

Silaply
Constructed 

Easy to operate 

Economical on

charge were 
the wants of 
book, which c

due at Port aux 
most evening. There Is 
very express liavtaf toft 
■ ef- account line troubla 

arrived oa time.


