A e s R

R e T iy U I 2 7

T ——

i P

o e e

e

L.S.P.U. Hall Thronged-- Eloquent
and Convincing Speeches--Pres-
ent Conditions Freely Discussed.

A meeting of workmen' took place
on Saturday night in the L.S.P.U. Hall
for the purpose of discussing the pre-
sent labor conditions. The Hall was
crowded to its utmost capacity, whilst
the hallways and approaches were al-
go full of men and numbers were un-
able to gain admittance. The meeting
was called to order by Mr. Caleb
Robins, who explained the object of

'. the meeting saying that a serious pro-

blem faced them and no man can tell
how people are existing all over this
Island. In St. John’s to-day there is
famine and plenty of hunger. Must
we lay down under these conditions?
We are good workers, we are a Chris-
tian and civilized people. In other
parts of the world for not -one half
this cause there would be a revolu-
tion. Your table tells you what the
conditions are like (prolonged ap-
plause). It would not do, for me to ex-
cite you, that would be an injustice to
everyone, yourselves and your child-
ren; ‘the first thing we would do per-
haps would be to violate the laws. We
do not want to do that. What we have
to do we will accomplish with the law
on our side. If we were to take a red
flag or any color flag and go down
Water Street to those stores we would
suffer, There is a way to handle this
situation. (applause) Let us sym-
pathise with the many who have had
a hard time all the winter, men who
have had only charity handed down to
them. No man wants charity if he can
get work. If we received justice from
those in authority we would not be in
need of charity, (applause) I will take
no part in any actions if there is ‘any
attempt to make politics of this ef-
fort. (applause)  Since Sir Robert
Bond’s time, when he was forced out
of power, this country has been bled
(applause.) Where is our finances to-
day? Look at our industries, which
they want protected, we are paying
for these industries but they. don’t
Yenefit us much. They may benefit our
zhildren in the future. Our point now
J work or bread but not by revolution.
As we stand here to-night we have
the law on our side, and we must keep
it there. Let us get down to rock bot-
tom and find out the cause of this de-

‘pression, then make those in author-

ity apply the remedy. We will have
work or bread. (cheers) The fishery
regulations are said to be the cause
of the stagnation (audience “throw
them out”). we want people to be de-
cent, we want to see that it is either
work or bread. (applause)

Mr. E. Whitty.—Mr. Chairman and

men—before
business I want to be clearly under-
stood. Last night a small body of men

formed a preliminary committee and|

I am one of that committee. This
morning we started out and consulted
a solicitor. who is not in politics. He
promised to help us out. Now this is
not a political question; it is bread
and butter. We visited the four daily
newspaper offices and requested that
they send reporters. We went to the
News,
we wished to acquaint thesg people
that the question is not political. Next

proceeding with this)

Advocate, Star and Telegram,

|

‘“the Executive Government,

we went to the police and acquainted
them of our intentions. We know that
there are certain laws on our Statute
Book that are detrimental to our
means of getting a livelihood. (ap-
plause) We will present for your con-
sideration a set of resolutions, which
will be presented at the Bar of the
House of Assembly. It has already
been told what has'been the cause of
the depression’ existing here to-day.

‘What has caused this depression must,
 be removed. Charity has done its ut-

most and can do no more; we are up
against it. (applause) The first thing
for you men to ‘do is to see to the re-

moval of the fish regn]ntwna from the
Statute Book. Thy answer to these
regulations is writtpn on Water Street.
The cooper, laborer, blacksmith, car-
penter, are all out of employment on
account of them. Men with moysknow-
ledge haye thrashed out this question
and they are not uncertain as to what
has brought about -present conditions.
Another question we have to consider
is. The war—the war is over now and
weYdon’t need a War Measures Act
on the Statutes. (applause) We don't
want a Board of Food Control to con-
trol us. Conditions are doing that now.
The time is here when this board has
to be abolished. You know the history
of the sugar regulations. In its answer
you know it—25 cents per 1b. for
sugar. The question of the War Mea-
sures Act I will just dwell on for a
moment. The waf is over and why
should we have a War Measures Act?
While this act remains on the Statute
it is of no use for us to present a peti-
tion. If we present it and get our de-
mands, under the War Measures Act
they can be again revoked. Let the act
be abolished, and allow business/to
proceed as before the war. How can
you expeet men to invest money while
this act is in féorce. We are hungry and
weary walking the streets without em-
ployment, many have their workshops
closed since New Year,.and there is
no work. I may say again we are only
a preliminary comimittee, satisfied to
help the situation in any way. I ask
you men for God’s sake not to break
one section of the law. We will be
made suffer if you do. We must go
about this work in an orderly manner
and then we will succeed. As an ex-
ample let me tell you I had, this morn-
ing, an interview: with a - member of
and he
told me that this matter is under con-
sideration. It was not so yeeterdny. I
was also told that a movement was on
foot to provide work ‘for the unem-
ployed, but that was not so yesterday.
Amidst thunderous ‘applause _the
speaker resumed his seat. Hundreds
who were outside clamored to get in,
and -the meeting had to be suspended
while room was being made.

Mr. Dempsey—In his opening re-
marks said: - “It is indeed an honor
to stand before such a large and re-
preséntative audience and say a few
words. to them. We have our backs
azainst the wall. I say this because
of, conditions existing ‘to-day. The
Government has made many mistakes
but what Government did not make
mistakes. This Government has
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indudtry of our tountry is the fish-

ery; it provides a living for 80 ‘per’
cent. of our population, but to-day
that 80 per cent. are perishing by it,

whereas if things had been left alone

we should be living well by it. We

have more than a mmlon dollars:

‘worth of fish in stores, which should
have been sold.
any Government; all Governments are
alike to me. We have = fish ' regula-
tions- which should be done . away
‘with. . We have other regulations, too,
which are worse than = fish regula-
tions. We have the sugar regulations.
The sugar re'gulations were put on

ua by ignorant men; men who don't;
’ show. One man asked for an explana-;
tion and the newspaper man said that
he was writing the story for the “Star” |

know their way home. (Applause).

They have lost piles of money by thi‘s:
sugar, and still we have to pay. Let!

the loss come out of the general rev-
enue, but don't let individuals have
to pay. ‘I say it is legalized rob_bery
to be made pay 25 cents per 1b. f(_)r
sugar. There is a third thing I wish
to speak on; you may think it fool-
Jish. It is the surplus
may be making a mistake, but we are
in a country to-day of all mistakes.
(Applause). A half million dollars
was allocated for ‘public works, and
of this St. John’s should share $70,-
000. We only got the least part of it.
We don’t know jf we really got any
of it. This $70,000 should be ‘cough-

ed up’ and expended so that we can.

have employment. You may say we
are wrong, but then we see nothing
elsé but wrong. .The clique we have
now, is the worst we ‘ever got up
against. . (Applause). We were told
we were going to have a clean coun-
try; have we got it? I can’t say we
should be as well off as we were 18

months ago, but at .least we shouldl

not be more than 50 per centi. worse
off. Then we have got to pay the
fiddler for the mistakes of the people
we put in the positions they hold to- |
day. Our
matters but if they are not accepted
then I do not know what thé outcome
will be. The subjects of these reso-
lutions must be removed from  the
Statutes.”

After the speaker had faken. his
seat, and the applause had subsided,
calls were made for 'Mrs. Julia Salter
Earle, the President of the
N.I.W.A. The Chairman briefly intro-
duced Mrs. Earle, who had a seat on
the platform. Coming forward, Mrs.
Earle said: “I.am sorry I can't ad-
dress you as brothers; most of you
here and outside in the hallways are
not of our Union. - You know our
motto, however. It is ‘each for all,
all for each,’ and realizing its mean-
ing I am here to help you. The con-
ditions which we are facing are some-
thing fearful. If this meeting. had
not been called by your committee I
would have called it myself. I can-

not say how you have stood things so |

long. I have been with your. families
all through this winter, and I know
the conditions under which they are
compelled to exist. . I -was talking.to
an employer about unemployment,
and he told me that they could do no
better, a.nd a half loaf was better than
no bread but I say the day is com-
ing when we waht a whole loaf. I
tell you there are numerous children |
who are hungry to-night. I have just;
vigited a family of seven, who are
practically - starving; the father is to
the icefields, and the mother is sick.
I could not describe the conditions
to you.
love wins every time, and by sticking
together you can get your rights. I
am heart to heart with you to-night,
and our executive is with -you heart
to heart. There ' is suffering, and,
there are homes to-night without a
bite to eat. I can bring you to them.
I am not an extremist. T have been
out this winter until 2 o’clock in the
morning helping cases. The L.S.P.U.
has- ‘helped, and has dome all in its
Your Secretary has given mre
the last $10 bill available from your
funds; it was to relieve a very urgent
case.. I visited a home of frightful
conditions, where 8 baby was kept
warm. with a jar of water tied to . it.
There _was no fire, o fuel} no- food.
exist
Our. Premier /Boes to
England in June; what is hé going'to
do? ' Let me tell you. men what I
heard as I was going up over Préscott
Street. . I could not: help ‘hearing it.
It wu ‘no ‘bréach of etiquette. I heard

“Jtwo gentlémen say, ‘Doyles would be
the best place for us to go; weé must]

have everything in first class style.
These men were talking about a sal-
mon fighing trip. My God! I had to
listen to that, and I knowing of so
much starvation amongst your fam-
ilies. “We must_have sympathy ' for
One of your' L.S.P.U.
men lmn juﬂ‘. sent to me md uxed,

I am not an.lnst'

revenue, I.

resolutions may remedy;

Ladies’,

T have found in this life thati

the resolutions which
vutnalmendpmuud. at . tho
House of Assembly; they were hld on
the table for discussion.
A\@cwmpn man who was on t.he

with unions-and unionism, but he did

/Gut of employment; but there should
be statistics available, He understood
‘that this was a meeting of the unem-
ployed and as such the resolutions are
not in order. (some one in the audi-
ence here cried “put him out!”) Others

man said ‘that he should get a fair;

An uproar ensured and shouts of “we
will get nothing fair from the Sta.r
Sit down,” etc., came from all over the
hall, cnd it looked as if all the news-
paper men present would be ejected.

! ent. He explained that the 'meeting
was one of workmen, employed and
unemployed, as the posters had called
for. It was not the duty of any man to
come to the meeting and tell them
what it wag called for.

Michael Bennett.—“Hear! hear!! I
am-a cooper one out of the 200 that are'
unemployed.” {

J. Cahil—"Mr. Chairman let us have
order. I congratulate the preliminary
committee and say it is a credit to
“working people. In the House of As-

sembly you can’t get speakers like
you. Some oné here to-night said they
did not blame the Government. I do
blame the Government. I say this con-
dition is the fault of the Government.
2000 men are walking the streets with-
out employment. A few years ago some
one said that they would make the
 grass grow on Water Street. It will,
and sugar will grow there too. They
talk about education, yes we K were
promised it,. Eighteen months agé we
should have had it and by this/time
have the conglomeration called Gov-
ernment under cover. Let us stick to
L our colors men.” (cheers).

The Chairman—“Let us be careful,
and consider this matter in a proper
manner. There is a responsibility on
us and we will handle this matter, we
will ﬁpd out where the bluff lies and
we:'wont wait until' November to do it
either. Time is going and we must
get a standing committee.”

The newspaper man who had been
objected to previously again stood up
and claimed the right to ‘speak.

Mr., Dempsey.— We asked the re-
porters to come here and report this
meeting, and to see that we are not
taking one side or the other of poli-
tics. They are here to report and not
to dictate to us.”

Mr. Whitty.—“Yes, it is right out of
order to come Mere and interfere with
a crowd of hungry mén.”

Mr. ' D. Bently.—“Mr, Chairman, I
laa.sk what are you going to do with

these resolutlons that we have pass--
e

ed?”

The Chllrml.n, replying, said “We
must be careful and we must have the
sympathy of those all over the'coun-
i try. There are people in this Island
in a worse condition to-day than we

 are. I am prepared to leave this chair,

but I yant responsible men here. This

\ hall was given us free, we have no one ;

.-to.our backs.” 4

Mr. Madden.—“Mr. Chairman, what
ere. you: going'to do.-if the Assembly
don’t pass your resolutions? (audience

iTear it down.”)

Mr. Cahil.—“Mr. Chairman, I would
Suggest a demonstration of the unems
ployed.” *

Chairman.—“We must close the dis-
cussion. I put the resolutions. Those
‘In favor aye. contrary nay—audience
“ Aye."

- Chairman.<“The - resolutions are
cafried unamicusly. Now we want
‘men to carry them out..”

The following committee was then
elected: —

Edward Whitty, Chlirman W. Dunn.
P: Kavanagh, C. Robins, J. Cahil, J.
‘Dempsey, M. Bennett, Mrs. Julia Sal-
ter Earle, J. Power, Frank Kennedy.

After a few remarks by the new
Chairman, and others of the Commit-
tee the meetmg closed with the N:-
tional Anthem 2

Emerald’s From
Pharoak’s Hmes

Ehwru.lds from the mtnaa of Phar-
aoh nnder whom Joseph ruled may
some day soon be in the hands of the
Jevnlloru again—-things og commerce
-once more, even as they were more
than | 8,000 years' ago. For genera-
tions Egyptologists. and others
»eup!od in opening umhs

platform, asked the’ ltmﬂon of the’;k
‘audience. He said he was in cytnnlt.hy #

not know exactly how many men were §

|

v

Mr. Whitty took .the floor and sub-,
diied the trouble which seemed immin- '

| region was a green

‘were-in favor of a ‘hearing. The Chair- l
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mines, the history of which was lost
in  antiquity,’ somewhere in a desert
country west of the Red Sea. And
' this tradition of the mines of Phar-
aoh ' was corroborated from time to
time by emeralds that trickled jin
from the Bedouin tribes in mystériotis
ways. £ :

Barly last century, Calliard, a
Frenchman, was sent by the .famous
Pasha, Mahomet Ali, to endeavor to
find the mines, which had once sup-
plied the ancients with this costly
gem. After many months of exciting
adventures among the Arabs, Calliard
found the emerald mines of the Phar-
aohs; but on the return of the ex-
pedition a series of tragedies toeok
place, and all records were destroyed.
Recently, however, a British expedi-

the history of which is lost in antiq-.
nity.

To-day these mines are known as
flie Cleopatra Emerald Mines, and
they lie in a most desolate mountain
range west of and parallel to the Red

-| Sea between the 24th and 25th lines

of ‘latitude. It is now one of the most
barren regions of the Old World, and
is traversed by several picturesque
winding valleys:of great depth, - the
principal of -which is known as the
Wady Djemel. A wady is a canyon
that once formed an ancient river
bed, and there are other indications
.also pointing to the time Wwhen this
and  pleasant
land. ;

In several localities the hills are
found to be honeycombed with mile-
long tunnels and immeénse chambers,
some of them large enough to.con-

tion has a,ga;in located these mines, |J%
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PIPE, VALVES

Brass and Wrot Pipe, from 1-8 fo 2 inch,

GATE | VALUES.

GLOBE VALUES.

Also, Brass and Iron Pipe Filtings of every description.
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tain hundreds of en at work, That
these emerald. “diggins”
mense age is shown not only by the
primitive nature of the work, but by
such artiples as tools, lamps, bas-
kets, water hottles; etc, evidently
left. behind by -the early workers,l
when for some unknown reason they |
suddenly ‘left the mines. Some of
these objects belong to as early a
period &s 1880 B.C. . Signs are not

era these .mines were the centre of a
large and industrious population with
an extensive scbeme of irrigation for
raising crops

As far as tradition goes back, the
desert Arabs have avoided this sterile
and forbidding region, and to them

the mountains are the habitations of
Djinns, ghouls,. and other evil
spirits.. Hence, except for a daring
.marauder very  occasionally, the
mines and thejr remains have lain un-
disturbed through the ages, since the
‘hour the last of their workers fled
away. | Probably their desertion was

)
are of im-

wanting to show that at a far distant |

due ‘to ‘the downfall of the Egyptian
ruler then ‘reigning, before invasion,

There is little doubt-that these are
the émerald mines of the Pharaohs,
out of which came emeralds that
Joseph. may have handled. For the|
‘exploration party -discovered - great‘
guantities: of the gems in a rough'
state, many ‘of them’ of large slze,.
and in every respect.they resemb!e

the jewels found on mummies and in'

the ruins of ancient . cities of Egypt. |
And  t6-day commercial enterprise

1s considering the re-opening of Phar- |
.aoh’s Mines after the silence and u-i
tude ‘of centuries, Lnd centuriel nnd' .
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Spring Mi'lline'ry

The newest creations imported for Spring wear are now

on display in our Showroom.
These are Hats of fine straw brald Japanese braid ;

‘Milan Loup and many others.

Hats, sailor and rolling brim effects.
Prices Reasonable.

There are small, snug-nttmg

LADIES’ SPORT COATS!
Don’t fail to see our line of [.adles ‘Sport Coats before

you make selection.

Prices range Irom $20 00 to $45 00 each.

NAVY SERGE.

Bxtra .special value, width 56
{nches. Regularly sold at SG 50
yard. Now

$4.80 yard.
BOYS’ HATS. |

" A line of Boys' F‘elt Hats. in
Green, Brawn and Grcy lhades. :

sim 614 'to 6%. .

Sl 60 mh

- BLOUSES.

Dajnty Muslin  and "Voile
Blouses, trimmed with-embroid-
ery and lace; all sizes for wo-

- $1.70 each.
Corticelli Wools.

i Austranne. popul;r for sweat-
er lmitting usorted shades, per

ball,

‘other shades.

GLOVES.

A very special lot of Ladies’
Gloves for present wear; to be
had in Canary, Grey, Brown and
Don’t miss these.

69c. pair.
MEN’S CAPS.

.. A line of Men's' Tweed Caps
for Spring wear; style; quarter-
ed crowns; assébrted sizes.
Warth from $1.40 to $2.00 each.

$1.10 each.
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