|sugmented as 1t was by the strange |
y | appearance of Retiben, and the shock |
her-trust in Reéuben, the man: she lov-
. led, and it had been repaid. Twice
-{ had he saved her from death, but now
‘Jon this day he had saved her from
what was worse—dishonor.
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John Verner glared at him, then,
crossing to a table, he wrote hurried-
ly and briefly, and, signing the paper,
thrust it into Reuben’s hand.

“Now are you satisfied?” he said,
sullenly.

“Yes,” rejoined Reuben, as he glanc-
ed over the recital of his injuries.
“You are free to go where you will.
No mention will be made of the mon-
eys you have stolen and wasted. If
you apply to the solicitors a proper
income will be secured to you and
Morgan. I wish it were not my fa-
ther’s brother who had so wronged
me.” :

He turned on his heel and left the
room, followed by his friend and coun-
selor, Sir Bdwin.

An hour later, John Verner rang for

lass, my bright lass! It was you who
took her from me. I've got you at
last!”

He laughed hideously. Tighter and
tighter twisted ‘the madman’s fingers;
and in another awful moment, the
soul of Morgan Verner had passed
away from earth.

Late that same night, beneath the
rad.iance of the moon, the villagers
found them—dead. For the very act
of avenging his daughter's betrayal
seemed to have snapped the frail
thread of Farmer Styles’ life, and
thus John Verner and his worthless
son quitted Reave Hollow forever.

As to Julian Normanby, his plots
and plans availed him little. For a
time he attempted to face the world
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dm chance it had hung. Again
and. again, she made Topsy relate how |

Bingleigh, she felt sure that the sacri-
fice of herself would be needed no
longer. All her fears as to a loveless
marriage with such a despicable be-
ing as Morgan Verner disappeared for-
ever. , :

She could have sung for very joy;
for it was Reuben who had saved her;
and on top of that came the thought
of his ‘birth, equal now to hers. It
was no wonder that she nad loved
him; for in her own mind—she admit-
ted it freely—she had loved him from
the very first lesson he had given her
on the downs.

As for Reuben himself, he, too, was
in a state of happy bewilderment—to
him, all that had happened seemed a
fairy tale. He had returned to Eng-

Ave., Toronto, says: “For ht
months by little son’s uood:u
covered with eczema, which pained
and irritated him so that he could
not sleep.: The slightest cold aggra-

been but an unknown man intent on !
clearing his name from the foul char-
ges imputed to him.

The death of Morgan was an addi-|
tional shock to the old man; for up to |
the preceding day he had genuiuelyi
believed in him, and, as Reuben had
surmised, would have found it diffi-
cult to credit his villainy, had he not
heard it and seen it for himself. Yet
the young man’s death was so sudden
that it was hardly realizable, and he
besought Reuben to break the news
to Olive, of whom there had been no
sign. %

Ifeuben. for he would always be
known by the familiar name, looked
at Sir Edwin doubtfully.

“I don’t know that I dare,” he said.!
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“See where Mr. Morgan is,” he said
briefly, “and order a carriage for me.”

In a minute the sepvant returned
with the reply fhat Mr. Morgan had
gone out, :

*“Tell him,” said John Verner, “to

capital had been ventured on the en-
snaring of the-Grange, and by the loss
of that he was ruined.

.\Tohn Verner completed his revenge
by sending an account of Normanby’s
blackmailing schemes to the papers;

most he had hoped for was to find his
grandfather, and clear his tarnished
honor:* then to return to the land of
gold, there to end his days.

But to be thus the means of saving
Olive from a dishonorable marriage,

to marry him. Would it not come
better from you?”

Sir Edwin shook his head, while
tears came into his eyes.

“My boy,” he said, in a voice deep
with emotion, “she sold herself-to save
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ed to cease their activities in foment
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