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of that sociely; and, if my resding was corrvect, the
Political- Allfance was in favor of voie by ballot in
1838. Dut, what have the Conservatives since done to
carry oul this messure? Jihas been allowed {o vemalin
out of sight. We may assume that they; too, have
changed their views, at least on this point. I consider,
Mr. Chairman, that a party which brings forward any
yhessure, departs from its principles, if it does not
carry that measure out. 1 have, as I have said,
always been opposed o vole by ballot, becanse I think
that an Englishmun should not be ashamed 4o record
bis vole openly. When the Conservatives cawe into
power in 183% we were (e have totsl exclusion of
officeholders from the floor of the Homse. This was
then their great policy, and this policy they departed
from in 1863. Can they tell us, then, that we are notb
carrying out Hesponsible Government, because we
depart from some of the priuciples which guided us
when that form of Government was infroduced here?
1If this be the case, they themselves did not carry out
the principles of Responsible Government, when they
changed their policy, in regard to the officebiolders.

tHon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—The;

people saw the evror of their ways.

Hon. ATTORNEY GEXERAL.—Yes; the people
saw the errov of their ways, and the Government and
the Representatives of the people saw the ervor of
their ways. Dut it was still a deparvture from their
principles, though they may say it was only a different
way of working those priuciples out. This is very

- well—very good; and I am sure that, although the
then Opposition congratulated the Counservatives on
having turned from the error of their ways, they never
upbraided them for not bringing a regiment of officers

_iuto the House. But, My, Chaivman, there was no

desire, on the partof the vresent Government, io delay
unnpecessarily the summoning of the Legislature. As
soon as possible after the late Administration was
broken up, the present Leader formed his Govern-
ment; and I believe that, rather than leave the country
in confusion, had the Leader of the Opposition been
able Lo form a government, our Leader would not have
interfered with him. If the members ou this side of
the House had been grasping after offices, it would
have beeu impossible to call the Assembly even now,
and the Revenue Bill might have been lost, had we
thus adbered to the former policy of the Liberal party,

—for with more than two or three members out of the

House, the Government would have been placed at the

tender mercies of the Opposition; and, in that posi-
tion, 88 you may imagine, Wwe were not inelined fo he
laced. The gentlemen en thatside of the House may

e very pleasant and agreeable; but we cannot trust

them, when they are able {o obtain an adverse vote.

Let the Opposition, then, not cry cuttos scon. Why

ave they in such a burry to pounce down on us, driven,
as it were, into the position which we held? They
would, Mr. @hairman, show far more ef the true

patriotic spirit, if they refrained from doing so for a

time. or, al least, uniil the Gevernment has had an
opportanity to develope its policy.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OFPFPOSITION.—I
am, indeed, véry much obliged to-the Hon, Attorney
General, for his able, lengihy, and. statesmaniike
lecture opon pelitical morality, I was not present
when this discnssion commenced: but I nnderstand it
was begun by members o his own side of the House,
_ The hon. member for Belfast opened It with thai

spesch of his, which Included the Tonant Lesgue and

ihe calling in of the Truops. Then the Hon. Atiorney.

General %&vo us a definition of Responsible Govern-

ment; and now he bas gone into the Frauchise, vote
by ballot, aad Lord Derby’s pulicy.

member who

Mr. BRECKEN.~-I wish, Mr. Chairman, to say s
few words apon the ingenious remarks of the Homn,
Attorney General concerning the Politieal Alliance.
1 con say only this: The Political Alliance was au
organization of the Conservalive party. ' The principle
of vote by ballot was net, I believe, part of the Coun~
stitution of the Alliance. Though incorporated in the
drafi constitution, it never formed part of the policy
of its members o of the Couservative party, sud was
never brought forward by thal party, either at the
hustings, or ou the floor of the House, I find no faulé
with the Hon. Attorney General for having changed
his opinions. The Conservatives saw their mistake in
the tuinl vxelusion of officeholders frem the floer of the
House, aud they acknowledged it. If the present
Governwent ses that they were wrong in carrying out
Departmentsl Government, why do they not frapkly
avow it? 1 believe that they are pursuing s wise
course; but let them say that they bave found them-
selves in the wrong,—not that the necessities of ths
times have compelled them to act as they have doue,
and comp¥omise their principles. No, Sir; nothisg
would justify that—not even the loss of the Revenuns
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Hon. My, HOWLAN.—~Wae have, Mr. Chairman,
heavd much in this discussion about the consistency
of pariy. We would almost be led to believe that
those hon. members conld be accused of no inconsis~
tency. But what, Mr. Chaiviean, did we see in 18597
Why 8ir, during that year, and until 1868, the aetual -
Attorney General of the Island had & seat in the
House, while the gentleinan who nominally held that
office did not receive the salary belonging to it.
This was the belief throughout the Island at the time.
The party were afraid to send the gentleman who
veally discharged the doties of Attorney Genceral back
to his counstituenis, and hence this anomaly. We are,
however, taking & straightforward course; we ars
satisfied with three members on the floor. Much has
been said, Mr. Chairman, regarding the Queen’s
Printer’s rejection by his constituents, but the hon.
member who last spoke, must remember that he ve
nearly shared the same fate. I contend, Bir, that it
is mot right or just te iniroduce that gentleman’s name
here since his defeat. This maiter should be left in
sheyance, for his case may yet be that of other hon.
members. Bot, Sir, the present Governmen: has
been styled a ¢ composite” party, by the Opposition.
Why, Sir, the character of the (onservative Govern-
ment for the Ilast eight years, has been composits.
During that time they have had three Leaders, while .
the present Leader (Mr. Coles) is the only one the
Libersl party ever had. The members who form
the present Goverument, have come from the sast, the
west, the north and the south, and thus far, Mr.
Chairman, it is compesite, but- not o on real prin-
ciples. It was the mismanagement of the Land Qnes-
tion by the late Adminisiration, which gave the
present Government the roajority in this House. It
was & Colonial disgrace te &all in the Troops, and I
sm glad to hear it admitted, that the civil power was
not sufficisntly oxercised biefors doing se.. Thatthe
sonduct of the Executive in ¢his matier did not meesi
with the m;peov_al of the couniry, is shown by the fast
that s pentleman, whe was then & msmbar of that
body, has been returned
bosom of hiy family. )

3fr. BRECEEN.—With all defsremes fc the hon,
mem bag just epoken, I will tell him, Mr.
Chairman, that be must, in his statements befors this
hon, comumiites, conflne himaelf to. facts. He has
stated that I havs introduneed and made free ues of the
neme ofa gentlemsn not now in the House. - He must
remembar, Sir, thet thap genitleman’s refection was

by his eonstituents to the

bronght up in discussion by hon, members on his



