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DOMIN{ON CHURCHMAN.

Sos

It is announced that.Lord Derby had given sites for
three new churches in Bootle, and one of these
churchies is as good as begun, since Mr. Thomas W.

n wrote to Canon Lefroy offering £4 000 to be
paid when £2,000 was collected.

The voluntary ‘offerings of English Churchmen for
the spread of elementary education and for training
colleges, down to the passing of the Education Act of
1870, amounted t0 £15,104,988, and since that period
to £18,806 295, making a grand total of nearly twenty-
pine millions.

South London contains about one hundred parishes;
East London has about ninety-three parishes; 280
more. clergy would be needed in South London if a

n were provided for every 2,000 souls. No
wonder, then, that the Bishop of such a diocese

' should call loudly for financial help towards supply-

ing the spiritual needs of his people.

A new church has been opened at Grindelwald,
Switzerland. It has been erected chiefly through the
efforts of Canon Butler, of Winchester, who, nearly
two years ago, made known the need that existed for
& church in a place which is frequented by large
pombers of English and Americans, and who has

— sinoe laboured assidnously to carry his project into

effect. .The opening ceremony was performed by the
Bishop of Ripon. There is still a debt of £600 on the
church, and contributions toward the fund will be
thankfully received by Canon Butler.

At the annual meeting of the Universities Mission,
it was reported that £15,600 had been raised against
£14,000 last year, and there are now twenty-six
clergy, twenty-three laymen and fourteen ladies
engaged in this mission.

The Archbishop of Cauterbury recently confirmed
st the cathedral seventeen children belonging to the
old Kent Road Deaf and Dumb Asylum.

Oa Trinity Sunday and 8t. John the Baptist’s Day,
the §wo archbishops and twenty-niue bishops admit-
ted 285 candidates to the diaconate, and 255 deacons
to the'priesthood. Of these 148 were graduated of
(?xford. 145 of Cambridge, and only twelve were
" literati.” /

The Bishop of London presided at Exeter Hall at
the snnual meeting of the Association of Volunteer
Lay Helpers for the Diocese of London, which now
numbers about five thousand members. His lordship
dwelt on quality being of more importance tha, quan-
tity, and pointed out that it was the hol that
told, whether in the choirman, the Sun: ay-school
teacher, the sidesman, the lay-reader, or the visitor,
and not what they sang, or said, or did.

The Rishop of Lahore laments the delay in provid-

" ing an Anglican Church at Quetta, the British station

on the Afghan-Beluchi border. *I am.told that the

an Government at each advance no rooner forms
& new military centre (as recently Askabad) than
the church is one of the first buildings their engineers
re invariably charged with. Also at Quetta, as
:l:‘:here. the Roman Church precedes the Angli-

Ar regards the" Diocese of Clogher, Ireland, now
bappily revived, it is remarkable that no prelate was
onsecrated to it from 1645 until, on the death of

R. Tottenham, that see became annexed to
Armagh In 1850, under the provision of the Church
Temporalities Act. The exp on of this fact is,

18§ the revenues of the see were s0 good that it was
Ususlly filled by translations from some other see.
.4ord John George Beresford was his own successor
In this see, which he held as bishop for a short time
i 1819, and again succeeded to as primate in 1850,
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Fon_r ladies were * get

® Bishop of Manchester on St. Peter’s Day,
the first time that the * service for the admis-
of deaconesses” has been used in that diocese.
B esses’ Home, Rochdele, of which Canon
- Ure is Warden, was established abous two years
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_ The following facts are given of Church extension
in the Diocese of Liverpool :

Fifteen large new churches have been built and con
secrated and are now the centres of parochial districts ;
four large new churches have been built and opened
by license, and will be consecrated as soon as the en-
dowment and repair fund is completed ; five new
churches have been founded and are being bailt ; three
old churches have been taken down and rebuilt ; three
new distriots have been provided with iron churches
or beu_:pom? buildings until permanent churches can
be built, and are regularly worked by licensed mission
curates with Sunday and week day services ; at least
two more new churches are planned and proposed,
and large soms of money already provided for their
erection ; three large o0ld charches have been restored
at a cost of £4 000 or £5,000 each; four churches
have been enlarged at great expense by the addition
of chancels. Such is a brief account of material
Church extension in the Diocese of Liverpool daring
the first six years of its existence. It 1s work that
has been done in a period of extraordinary commercial
depression. It has been done in a diocese where
there are only about 200 incumbents. Not least, has
it been done in a diocese where at least half the
inbabitants (and not a fewof the wealthiest) are
either Presbyterians, Nonconformists, or Roman
Catholics, who cannot reasonably be expected to

ﬁ:&ﬁbnte to the extension of the Church of Eng
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PRAYER.

Siz,~I intended not to trouble you again with my
rustic notes. Bul as one of your correspondents has
kindly informed us of the approved astitude at publio
prayer, in- Edward VI. time, I also shall, with your
permission, offer & few hints, In this, as io all,
other things, the testament which contains the records
of the only Catholic Chnrch in which we believe, is
to be consulted. 1. Adgtitude, — Presbyterians,
Lutberans, &o., love to pray standing in churches.
It is 6o be wished they do not so, to be seen of men,
Matt. vi. 5. The English Church snd others kneel in
synagogues, this is the Scriptural mode of public
prayer, Acts xx. 81. He kneeled down and prayed
with them all, xxi. 5. And we kneeled down on the
shore and prayed, 2. Direction.—Under this head,
every one sll)xonld choose that position, in which he
will be most retired. Turning from the minister we
cannot see him in earnest prayer, nor he us, Because
we turn from the minister, that we be not seen of
men, our simple Presbyterian and Roman Catholic
brethren, jestingly apply to us an epithet less digni-
fied than back turners. ' The minister by kneeling in
the same direction as the people in front of him, will
thereby be better able to edify them. Let all things
be done to edifyiug, 1 Cor. xiv, 12-26,

Wu. Monson,
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verse 3, but as an awakening call to repentance.
This was the lesson Jesus wished to bring home to
them and us.

1. 4 Fruitless Fig Tree. ** A certain man had a fig
tree,”” This was not an neglected one, growing by
the wayside, as was common in Palestine, such as
that, perbaps, mentioned in lesson xxvi., but it was
planted in his vineyard, the soil rich, he expects
plenty of fruit. For three years he searches at the
proper time for figs, but finds * nothing but leaves,”
it must be hopelessly barren, it is taking up room
which might be better filled, see the order he gives,
verse 7, ** Cut it down.” But was it cut down at
once ? No. The dresser or cartetaker pleads for one
more trial, another twelve months, verse 8. If after
enriching and culsivating the soil fruit appear, the
labor will not have been thrown away, but if not, he
will not ask that it be left to cumber the ground
longer.

2. 4 Fruitless Nation. The Jews were like this
fig tree, it stood out distinot among the vines, so did
the Jews as God's ** peouliar people,” they are often
in the Bible com to a vineyard, see Deut. xiv. 2,
see Isaiah v. 1, 2. But how like this barren fig tree
they had been, time and again had he come ** seeking
frait.” He bad come by Moses and the prophets call- -
ing them to repentance, aud to bring forth fruit.
Above all, this well beloved Son, the dresser of His
vineyard, bad come, repeating the warnings given,
aud urging them to repent, and ali to no avail, Yet
a last chance, God gave them a respite of forty years,
ind then at last the fruitless fig tree was cut down.
His judgments were poured out upon the guilty nation,
and Titus and the Roman army were the axes by
which the decree was carried out. But this parahle
has & lesson for us. What is it ? :

8. Fruitless Lives. Just as the fig tree desoribed
the Jews in former days, so it represents the Chris-
tian of these days. We are by buptism members of
God's Charch, as such, God the Master of the vine-
yard, comes year after year * seekiog fruit,” this He
bas a right to expect, St. Johu xv, §, 8, 16 ; Ool. i. 10;
Hos. xiv. 8. What does He find ? she * fruit of
living ? "' or does He find us barren and unfraitful ?
Cbristians only in name, and not in heart and life, if
80, bave we any right to complsin if the sentence
were to go forth ** out it down, why cumbereth it the
ground.” But some one may say, what fruit can boys
and girls bear ? When they grow up will it not
time enough ? Ah! that is just the mistake 80 many
make, they have a wrong idea of religion, that some-
bow it takes the brightness out of young people's
lives. Are not the fraits of the spirit as enumerated
in Gal. v. 22, 28, just ~uch as with the blessing of God
the youngest of us may show in our lives. And it we
are ing none of these fruits, we are bearing other
fruis, which, alas, is only too common, s envy,
spite, lying, iotemperance. Yet still the merciful
Intercessor pleads for us, Heb, vii. 25 ; Rom. viii, 84 ;
1 Tim. §i. 5; 1John if. 1. See the wounderful forbear-
ance of God, He is _anxious that sioners should
repent, not willing, as Peter tells us, ** that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance,” see
bow, before the flood, He gave one bhundred and
twenty years, Gen. vi. 8. How He warned Nineveb,
Jonah ii. 4, and although we bave sinned: againss
Him, we are still spared, perhaps, may be baving our
last chance now, for shere is & Limis of the long suffer.
ing of God, May it never bave o be said of any of
us, * Ye would not come unto Me that ye might have
life,” rather may we

Give our hearts to His obedience,
So!nudlonmn\b_cnotdl.
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* The Barren Fig Tree.”—8¢6. Luke xiii. 1, 9.
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ONLY.

It was only a word of kindness,
Bat itng’rouﬁl‘u s wealth of rest,

As it lov enfolded
Intho%o’i‘.mm

It was only a smull white daisy
That lifted its tiny head ; $a
But it preached & sweet m' sermon .

It was & thoughtless answer
'ro.%gqumm;
But it made the soul grow careless

Of the good and better part.

1t was only a little shamrock
That the outword eyes could see,
Bat it told a blessed
Of the hidden Trinity. .

Aaxes '.l‘nnu.




