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THE EXTENSION FUND EXCLU-
SIVELY AS A LOAN FUND.

DeAe MR. Epitor.—I bave been
watching with great interest the reports
of the “ Relief and Extension” movement
i the Guardian I. am pleased to find the
amount of $102.555 reported, with, Xe -
haps, 200 circnits yet to hear from. Ae-
cording to the last Missionary Report
the debt of the Sociaty in round numbers
is 868,000, leaving a balance of 834,555,
half of which, 317,277 now stands to the
eredit of the Extension Fund. It is safe
to assume that the amount will at least
reach $20.000. ) )

The questicn natural[y arises, iu what
mauner is this amount to be disbursed ?
To the ministers who bave given so liber-
ally and labored so faithfully for the suc-
oess of this movement, and to the large
mumber of lsywan who have so nobly con-
tributed, this is no insignificant question.
For reasons found below, I plead for its
being used exclusively as a Loan Fund,

fo the trustees of needy churcbes or par- (

#0hages in our newly settled aistricts of
the North West.

CHURCH EXTENSION IN THE M. E.
CHURCH, U. 8.
I have just received the Church Exten-
sion Annual of the U. 8. for the three
revious years, with your peroission, Mr.
diror, I will give the latest statistics,
and from the several “Aanuals” a very
condensea summary of the rules and re-
gu.ations of the Boara, especially with re-
spect to their Loan Fund. Their map of
the United States dotted over with cross-
es showing the localitics of churches as-

sisted during tne year, and their diazams
of the vurious styles of cheaper churches,
make the - Aunual” very interesting ; but ;
I wust ot digress,
BTATISTICS.'
Receipt< on zeneral account (14 years) $1,209,595
- Of which during that time the interest
amounted to L1,212
Interest received 1879 9,807 |
Recipt<, Loan Fund (12 years) 629,920 |
Loans returned during that time 149,615 |
+Receipts. Loun Fund 1879 58 664 |
Ot whichi the loaus retnnel amongted to 27,703 |
And properts sold 4,581
Number of churches aided by loans (12 yrs) 612

Chuveh s aided during 1579 :—By do
mationus, 2425 loays. 15 by donations and
leans, 30 1otal 287,

A prrson, Charch or Conference con-
tribu’ing 35,000 br wore at oune time, has
the privilege OF nawing that fund. Its
separite investuent is reported annually,

v Y. ]

Sumiwary up to Jan 1st, 1879 :

The Loan Funds ngt named aided
115 ohurches aith 45,320 sittinga.
8 Loan Fuuds, nawmed, aided 454
chur hes with 134,688 sittings.
Total 569,180,000
WASLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH, ENG-

LAND.

From the “ Annuals” we gleam the fol-
lowing statistics respectieg the Wesleyan
Chburch in England. They bave had a
Loan Fund in successfnl operation for
over 50 years. It is divided into two de-

artments—loans for new buildings and
oans for relief. The fund now amounts
to $434.000. The average loaps returned
during 25 years are over $45,000 per an-
num. The Fund will thus repeat itself
once in ten years. .

OTHER CHURCHES.

The Baptists of the United States have
a “ Church Edifice’” Fund amounting to
$250.000. 1t is all loaned, not given.
They aid about 40 churches per annum,
The rate of interest it 7 per cont. semi-
annually—never more, never less. Loans
ave never in excess of $500, and only on
eandition that all other debts are fully

id, and their claim the only iacum-

rance. Bounds or notes and mortgages
are required in overy case, as they deal
trictly on business principles.

The Congregational Church, U. States
takes a trust bond and mortgage contain-
ing a provision, that in case the church
shall ever be disorganized, or the proper-
0{ be alienated from the demomination,
the amounted granted with lawfal inter-
est thereon, shall be returned to the treas-
ury.

The Presbyterian Church, U. States
says :—* What the ;,tbumb is to the hand,
the Board of “Church Erection”’ is to our
great agencies in home evangelization ; it
completes their grasp, and brings tbeir
results into permanent possession.”

REGULATIONS AND MAXINS,M. E. CHURCH

1—Loans are not made for a longer
period than five years, nor in sums ex-
ceeding 85,000 to any church. The max-
imum rate of interest not to exceed 7 per
cent. In certain cases the Board loans
witbout interest. On large sums the in-
terest 18 payable semi-annually ; on small
sums, annually. Failure to pay the same
within 30-days from the time that it be-
comes due makes the principal due and
collectable. If not attended to within 60
days, the Board will collect by legal pro-
cess, especially where failure to pay bas
been clearly owing to want of effort, or a
manifest disposition not to pay.

2. A blank form (on which all applica-
tions are to be made) bas been prepared,
after careful examination of those in use
among the Wesleyans of England and the
Presbyterians of the United States. It
asks for the population and prospects of
the fhee; number of Church members;
legal incorporation of the Board of Trus-
tees; location, size and prospective value
of the site; probable cost; probable re.
sources, &c.

3 Individual security is insisted on as
far as practicable. The Cburch property
is the ultimate security, but personal res -

sibility and individual effort must

t be secured. Where such security is
objected to, the Board concludes as the
people best acquainted with the locality
consider the securities are not such as
they themselves would accept, that the
risk is too great, and thecefore decline to
loan. No part of the money loaned can
be given away under any circumstsnces,
and no loans are made where it is proba-
ble the principle and interest will not be

_ met on maturity.

[ simply with the first blessing.

ly adapted to elderly persons who wish to
lace their capital where the income will
secure beyond contingency during
their lives, nnl then be devoted to a bene-
volent purpose without the danger of liti-
gation over wills, which so often defeats
the cherisbed purpose of a lifetime. The
Board pays to persons needing, or desir-
ing, the income during life, an annuity
equal to reagsonable interest. saie annuity
to be paid annually, semi-annually, or
quarterly, as the contributors may desire,
and furnishes them with * scrip” or cer-
tificate to this effect.
5 Their motto is Church extemsion
not Church relief, except it be to avoid
Church contraction.

Where the necessities uf the case admit

of it, loans are recommeunded in preference |.

to donations, becanse (1) to help a ple
to help themselves is lgetter tha?: s‘:legm-
tion, as it cultivates a spirit of self-reli-
ance; anb (2) the return of loans will far-
nish means to aid others.

FAVORABLE OPINIONS.

1 The Report of the Board to the Gen-
eral Conference of 1876 says:—* Oar ex-
perience thus far in the administration of
vur Loan Fund bas vindicatsd the wisdom
of the plan upon which it is founded.”
Tbe Loans returned have already come to
be more than double the amount of the
annual exprnses.

Bishop Morris said “I regard the Loan
Fund as the best strike that has yet been
cmade for the cause.

Bishop Ames said, “Such a [Loaa]
Fund isindispensable to the wise and effi-
cient working of the organization.”

Bishop Kingley eaid, “1 am exceed-
ingly well pleased with the Loan Fund
feature of the Board of Church Extension
[ can think of nothing that impresses
me more favourably, or as favorably, as
putting money into this Loan Fuad, to go
on iepeating itself, and reproducing its
blessings from age to age. It don’t st p
It helps
build one church, and comes back with
the glad tiddings of what it bas done. and
g-es again and bu.lds, or belps to build,
another cburch, and coming back again,
says, ‘Here am [, send me, and gues

\ again and again.”

ILLUSTRATION FROM REV. W. ARTHUR.
On reading the Rev. Wm. Arthur’s lec-
ture on “The Duty of Giving Away a
Stated Proportion of our Income,” 1 was
struck with the following illastration,
which, by a little variation, each one for
biwself may apply to the subject in band :

Two brothers enter a town with a cap-
ital of £50,000 The one seeks out 50,000
poor fawmiles in the town and country,
and gives away all his ecapital among
them—a pound to each. The other invests
his fifth thousand in a factory. Rosturn
in five years, and mark the effoct of the
two sums wpon the people. Of the first
fifty thousand, the only trace you can
find is bere a de'ayed bonnet, there a
worn-out cloak, and in some humble homes
a very gratsful recollection ; but no per-
manent public benefit. As to the other
fifty thousand, it fed and clotbed many
families, and it is pormising to do so in
perpetuity.

It is possible, and more than possible,
that in this case the one who gave away
his all, did it from the mnoble motive of
self denial, and most ass iradly he will
bave his reward. It is also possible that
the other acted from the commonest sel-
fishness, and can look for no credit beyond
that of wordly wisdom. But the fact that
be who acted fiom a noble motive did no
permanent good to the poor, while he who
acted from a low one did much, forces us
to inquire, Does not the one case indicate
the existence of a law against the disper-
sion of property in indiscriminate g:fts,
and the other a law in favor of its employ-
ment to elicit and reward useful labor ?

HOW MAY THE FUNR BE UTILIZED P

Several proposals could be made, amo
which might be mhntioned the following :

1. By salaries to new missionaries to
the North-West. [In regard to this, I
would remark that the salary, outfit, and
travelling expenses of twenty-five men
would exhaust the fund in one year, or
fifteen men in two years. At the end of
the first or second year, the Missionary
Society would then be called up n to pay
their salaries, on the ground that the
original Extension Fund was exhausted,
and the men could not be recalled. ]

2. By investing the fund, and yearly
devoting the interest to what enterprise
seemed most needy at the time.

3. By donations to the trustees of
churches, or donations and loans.

4. By loans exclusively. Of the above
I much prefer the last.

REASONS.

1. By a loan to a Caurch we aid in es-
tablishing a permanent centre of light and
influence.

2. by a loan which according to its na.
tare, repeats itself, we creat a perpetnal
blessing.

3. Those in the North-West to whom
loans are made will be well able to repay
us in the fature. It is only in the begin-
ning that assistance is needed. Under
such circumstances a loan will answer
every purpose, and on its return will assist
others similarly situated.

CONCLUDING REMARKS AND SUGGES-

TIONS.

1. That a Board of Church Extension
be organized, pro tem by the General
Conference Special Committee, or by the
Joint Jommittee that perfected the ar-
rangements last August; the Board to
bave its beadquarters in Toronto, and for
the present, at least, be in ounnection with
:ll:e uaonsryd.SOpilety. That as soon as

e necessary disciplinary and legal s
can be arranged, tbeBo.rdbeinoorpot:nl:
ed in order to be able to hold property.
And that the Board elect from among its
members a judicions Loan Committee,

2. Though, by the original design, this
present scheme is confined to the North-
West. the plan might be developed in
the fature, 80 as to extend the benefits of
cheap loans to other parts of the country
—say, for instance, to the Muskoka terri-

4 The “ Annuity” feature is peculiar-

3. Never to go a dollar into debt.

!

4. Now is the best time_to insugurate
this scheme. Ag no bave b:l.l
made, no one can plead that his expec
lions will be rudely de

5. That the r.u’o! interest be five ::i'
cent., and in certain very exceptio
cases NO interest be charged. .

6. Great care and firmness of adminis-
tration will be needed, but what has been
done by others can be done by us. )

7. The easiest way to dispose of this
$20,000 is to give it away; to loanit meu.;-
irouble, and sometimes annoyance. ;ng
give itaway is to procure only a local
temporary advantags; to loan it is to make
it a widespread and perpetual blessing,
bearing precious f:uit long after the origi-
nal doners are aleeping in the dast.

J. 8. Ross.
London, Ont.,

0 ARY.

ALEXANDER BELL.

At Port Mouton, on the 2lst 6f Jan’y .,
1880, in the 63th year of her age, of heart
disease, Eleanor, the beloved wife of Al-
exander Bell.

The deceased was converted to God,
and joined the Methodist Church, under
the faithful ministry of Rev. R. Wasson,
in the year 1866, and up to the time of
ber death was a consistent and useful
member, her seat in the sanctuary always
being filled.

Of a quiet and reserved disposition, she
possessed a kindly nature which practi-
cally manifested itself in the interest she
took in the welfare of the ministers on
the circut ; and often have we been cheer-
ed in our work by bher kindness; by her
death the ministers loses a friend.

During ber illness, a tea meeting being
beld for the purpose of removing a debt
on the furniture of the parsonage, she
sent a liberal s pply of the good things
needed on such occasions.

For two months previous to her death
she suffered much pain, being unable to
lie down, having great trouble in breath-
ing, which she patiently bore without
complaininn.

It was our privilege to visit her during
her illness; the day before her death,
while repeating some of the precious pro-
mises of God’s word (so dear to believing
souls, as they enter the “valley of the
shadow of deata”), and that beautiful
bymn, “ Jesus, lover of my soul,” when
she came to thé second stanza, “ Other
refuge bave I none, hangs my precious
soul on thee,” she looked up and said :—
That is all my hope. I asked if all was
bright for the future, she answered yes,
“Tll soon be home.” We commended
ber to God in prayer, during which we
felt the Master’s presence.

The next day, while changing her posi-
tion, she suddenly passed away without a
struggle or tear.

Thus “ one is taken and the other left.”
Her sorrowing husband deeply feels the
loss, but is cheered by the thought that
sbe 18 not lost, only gone before, and is
now “far from a world of grief and sin.”
Heaven for him has now one more attrac-
tion, and he looks forward to time when
be shall meet her again. °

A large congregation attended the fun-
eral sermon, which was preached the fol-
lowing Sabbath, when we spoke for th:
encouragement of the bereaved from the
words: “ Bat though be cauese grief, yet
will he have compassion according to the
multitude of his tender mercies.”

Thus one by one God removes his chil-
dren from the church militant to the
church triumphant. May God sancufy
this bereavemeat to the good of friends.

J. W. 8

CORRESPONDENCE.
SN AN AN A AN

MUSGRAWE TOWN, NFLD.

Mz. Eprror,—In this circuit we have
a fine church and ministry. Bat we are
in need of a good parsonage. Oar ser-
vices are well attended, and taking a re.
View of the whole mission the past year
has been one of success, for which we
thank God and take courage.

Our annual Missionary Meeting took
place on Tuesday, Feby. 24th. The pro-
ceedings commenced with singing the
691st h ymn, given out by the resident
minister :

Come, then, congueror ‘:‘:h nstions,

Rartbquabes, desthe, and Sl

ot and bt

After prayer was offered, Mr. John
Oldford took the chair, and in the course
of bis address be gave us an account of g
missionary named Lemalutele, who came
to Bamoa with his one mode of preaching
which he called fishing, The different
towns and places he visited he called his
wires. Giving a speech on one occasion,
Lemalatele said the wanted more figher-
men (missionaries), bat it’s no wuge our
asking for them if we do not send fishing
twiee.

The fishing-twine, of course, meant
money ; and, bear in mind, he said, mow
is the time to know which of his wives
love Lemalutele best. Don’t pick out the
small hanks (sixpences, &c.,) nor even the

large ones (half dollarf), but bring the
whole bundle (a dollar).

O, Sagone; you are called a favourite
place of Lemalutele; show your love for
him to-day. Depend upon it, if youdon’t
find twiie, we get no more fishermen.

The Rev. S. Snowden spoke of former
times when men were contended to sing,
with Dr. Watts :

And sit and sing ourselves away
To realms of everlasting day.

And said I should think that all here, at

tunes he knows and gives us. W, think
oar choir is second to none outside Sain
| Jobn’s.  The change is marvellous, apg
has given new life to our services,

The choir was practicing the piece—

“ Sing it out with a shout, Hallelujah
On the plains of Bethlehem the ln‘gi' si
For the Lord is come, Hallelujah,’ etc., -
for a certain Sunday evening’s 8ervice bes
fore reading the Scriptures, but before
they got it perfect emough to 8ing, the
Lord did come as we had not felt iy be-

least, are prepared to acknowledge that | fore. Then they were able to sing it wity

we have made some great advance now,

than we can, with Bishop Heber, joyfully !

Salvation ! oh, salvation !

The joyful soand proclaim ;
Till each remotest nation

Has learned Messiah’s name.

He saw in the distance a missionary
meeting, on which platform there would
be the converted Chinaman, from the Cel-

estial Empire; the converted Red Indian |

from the banks of the Mississippi ; the
converted black negro, from the swamps
of Western Africa; the converted black
brown Kuffir, from its southern limits;
the converted Esquimaux, from the re-
gions of eternal snow; and the cenverted
Hindoo from the burning banks of the
Ganges.  All relating tho triumphs of
Emmanuel.

For near an hour be entertained the au-
dience with a thrilling, effzctive, and hu-
morous speech ; closing his remarks with
the Rev. Peter McKenzie's advice,
whioh is very good.

He says, if you have a greedy disposi-
tion, and the aevil comes to you when you
are in the act of giving, and tells you, you
can’t afford it, say to him, if you don’t
keep quiet, I'll double i1, and he’ll svon

give 1t un.

Give as the morning that flows out of heaven ,

Give as the waves when their channel is riven,

Give as the free air and sunshine are given,
Lavishly, utterly, joyfuliy give,

Not the waste drops of thy cup overflowing,

Not the faiut sparks of thy hearth ever glowing,

Not a pale bud from the June roses blowing,

Give as He gave thee who gave thee to live.

The meeting was ulso addressed by
Messrs. G. Way and Elias Brown. Spec-
ial pieces were sung. Mrs. Snowden pre-
sided at the barmonium.

The meeting closed with the benedic-
tion.

A Missionary Meeting was held in
South East Arm Church the following
nigot, Feb. 25th, when the advocacy of
this noble cause warmed and fired our
hearts.

A similar meeting was also held at
White Rock, in the large and commo-
dious house of M. Wu. Handeock, whic h
was crowded to excess, and the interest -
ing cause of missions advanced. This
was by far the best meeting of tbe three,
and was addressed by Rev. S. Sn)wden,
and Messis. Gideon Way and Jobn Perry.

There were people present over sixty
years of age, who said it was the first
time in their lives that they attended a
missionary meeting.

The missionary spirit has been stirred
among our people, notwithstanding an

effort to do something for the Relief and !

Extension Fand. Our Missionary re-
ceipts are in advance of last year.
Yours, etc.,
AN OBSERVER.
Musgrave Town, Feb. 28, ’80.

BONAYVISTA, NFLD.,

FEBRUARY 14, 1880.

Mz. Eprror,—Bonavista bas taken a
step forward. The charch is large aund
beautiful, but no provision was made fo r
heating it, and in the wiater it wasa pain
instead of a plessure to worship in it.
Last summer the trustees decided to get
furnaees, and bave them placed under the
charch. The undertaking seemed so
great that many feared it could not be
done. There was no basement, and a
chimney would have to be built, and the
fishery was almost a failure, the voyage
fallmg far short of other Yyears. Yet,
taking courage and asking for the labon r,
the room under the church was soom
made, the chimney built, and the farnaces
put in their places. This cold winter we
bave found thegood of them. The cold-
est day of tbe winter we could worship in
comfort.

To help furnish the parsonage, and re-
pair it, we bad a Christmas tree, which
was quice a success, realizing $120.00, and
B0 expenses. To the many kind friends
in Bonavista, Saint John’s, and elsew here,
who contributed towards it,and these who
patronized it, we feel very grateful.

{ their knees seeking the Lord.

|

|

l

|

| Joy and in truth.

In the meantime we. invited the mem-
bers of the church to meet, the objeet be-
ing to devote ourselves more fully to God
and his work. There some felt a desire tg
seek heart purity, which many believe is
the privilege of all believers. and agreed
to spend some time every day in prayer
for the Lord to come and bless the com-
munity. The very neat Sabbath prayer
was answered ; the church was baptized
with the Holy Spirit. Tbere was a shogt
of trinmph from hearts touched ag they
had not been for a long time, and some
never in the same manner before. Alggg
cry for mercy was heard.

For a week or two our faith seemed o
be tried, but it wgs a blessed trial,
brougbt the church nearer to God. [t
prepared it to receive converts, and a
happy as the converts are, the meuibers
are more happy, many of them, and eag
receive and sympathize with them. Thers
is a noble band of workers united in pas.
pose ; all seem to understand that it is
not the worthiness of any member thet
moves God, but faith in the lo\'c', power,
and promises of God.  Glorious has beeg
From the Sunday mentioned,
January 18th, we were encouraged now

the result.

| and again by one and another finding
peace.  Still, the great blessing expected
scemed to delay.  The first week in Feb
ruary the Lord 1emoved the suspense,
from the 4th His power was increasingly
felt  Sunday the 8th, th: communion rail
was crowded with penitents, many finding
peace. This week we bave had servicesin

| the church every night; and every night
tbe nuwber of penitents has increased.
The two last nights more than sixty each
night have come, filling not only the com
munion rail, but also several of the front
p\‘“'b'.

Last night, after the service closed, we
found many in the seats bowed down om
So g
ciously present and powerful was God t
bless, that some had found peace a.uong
the congregation, there not being room
enough for them to come forward. It
was a rewarkable season of grace and
power. Never have we seen the hand of
G,d more visible. Never bave we felt
more helpless, as if God wanted to show
us the way to lay more of the burdes
upcn bimself. He is “ mighty to save.”

More than one hundred bave found
peace. There are thousands on the cir
cuit not converted. We ask an interest
in the prayers of the people of God every

where, taat the whole circnit may be
bless=d, that every family and every beart
may be blessed.

The members have agreed to pray for
three things: The entire sanctification
of velievers, firmly convinced that “ boli
ness is power.” The conversion of sinners
and the destruction of the liquor trafile
which is such a bane to the progress of
religion. Brethren, pray for us, that our
faith may be increased ; that from Bona-
vista may go an influence that will be Yelt
around the Bay, and many other pllO;

— o it .

Mz. Eprror,—Your correspondent “J.
V.J.” of Charlottetown, P. E. Island, i
his letter in your paper of last week, bas
been trying his band at ezplanations 0ot
ceraing the sublime work of creation, d
scribed in chap. 1 of Genesis. He thinkr -
that this globe of earth existed long b¢
fore its formation described in that chsp-
ter, and founds that opinion on the foF
lowing passages in 2 Peter, chap. 8: .'""
this they (the scoffers) willingly are ign®
rant of, that, by the word of God,
heavens were of old, and the earth stand-
ing out of the water, and in the waler:
whereby, the world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perisbed. But the
beavens and the earth which are oW, bY
the same word, are kept in store,
unto fire against the day of j
and perdition of ungodly men.”

It would seem that he has formed thsé
erroneous opinion from baving .f""!"“"’
or failed to compare, those passages with

A great improvement has taken place |
in the musical part of our services, both |
vocal and instrumental. Dr. Forbes bas |
taken charge of the choir. |

the following verse in the preceding °l:z
ter of that Epistle: “ And s
the old world, but saved Noab, the eigh

He is the | person, a preacher of righteousnes,

right man in the right place. His aim is | bringing in the flood upon the world

to get good congregational singing.
accomplish this be invites as many of the |

To | the ungodly.”

The mention of Noah, in this last vers

congregation as take an interest in sing- | shows that it refers to the general i
ing to remain and practice with the | described in Gen. 7. It is further evide®

choir. He is an excellent leader and train- | from the frequent similarity of GXP"’;
er. Jabez Saint, Eeq., is our organist, | sions, 1n the two setts of passages

and it is surprising what an interest he

takes for a business man, and the fine general deluge.

Peter, that they both relate to the s8¢

" oblige,

b
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