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wealed religion $ end Berkeley end Sherlock, with a
long catalogne of more ohaeere names, crowded to 
the rescue of the menaced citadel of the faith. But in 
this anxiety to strengthen its defences the garrieoe not 
only declined to attempt eew conquests, but withdrew 
from much of their aneieot dominion. In this its apo­
logetic age, English theology was distinguished by a 
wonted timidity and coldness. The alliance which it 
had maintained from the days of Jewel to theee of I 
Leighton,withLeighton,with philosophy and eloquence, with wjtend 
noetiy, was dissolved. Taylor aad Hall, Donne and 
Hooker, Baxter and Howe, had spoken as men haw­
ing authority, and with an unclouded faith in their 
divine mission. In that confidence they had grappled 
with every difficulty, and had wielded with equalen­
ergy and ease all the resources of genius and learn­
ing. Alternately seanching the depths of the heart, 
and playing over the mere surface of the mind, they 
relieved the subtleties of logic by e quibble or poo, and 
illuminated, by intense flashes of wit, the meuphy­
sical abysses which it was their delight to treed.

Even when directing the spirituel affections te 
their highest exercise, they hazarded any quaint con­
ceit which crossed their path, and yielded to every 
impulse of fancy or of passion. But divinity was no 
longer to retain the foremost place in English litera­
ture. The Tillotsone and Seekers of a later ago 
were alike distrustful of their readers end of them­
selves. Tame, cautious, and correct, they rose above 
the Tatters and Spectators of their timee, because on 
such themes it wee impossible to be frivolous ; bet 
they can be hardly said to have contributed ae large­
ly ew Steele and Addison to guide the opinions, or to 
form the character of their generation.

This depression of theology was aided by the state 
of political parties under the two first princes of the 

' Brunswick....................... ......House of Brunswick. Low and high Church were 
but other nemee for Whigs end Teriee ; end while 
Hoad ley end Atterbery wrangled about the principles 
of the Revolution, the sacredsubjects which formed 
the pretext of their disputée were desecrated in the 
fecbegs of the multitude, who witneeeedand enjoyed 
the Controversy. Speers from further persecution, 
and deeply attached te the new order or things, the 
DiseUuters were no longer roused to retisious xeal by 
invidious secular distinctions \ and Doddington end 
Watte lamented the decline of their congregations 
from the standard of their ancient piety. The for­
mer victims of bigotry bad become its proeelytes, and 
anathemas were directed against the Pope and the 
Pretender, with still greater acrimony than against 
the Evil One, with whom good Protestante of all 
denominations associated them.

)he theology of any age at once ascertains and re­
ties its morèl stature : and, at the period at which 
•peak, the austere virtues of the Puritans, and 

the* more meek, and social, though not le* devout 
spirit of the Worthles of the Church of England, ill 
still to be detailed In the recesses of private life, were' 
discooutonaoced by the general habits of society. 
The departure of the more pure end generous in-l 
fleeneee of earlier times may be traced no where more1 
clearly than le those works of fiction,' in which the 
prevailing profligacy of manners was illustrated bv| 
Fielding, Sterne, and Smollett ; and proved, though j 
with more honest purposes, by Richardson end Do­

lt was at this period that the Mme Mater of Lend 
and Sacbeverel was nourishing in her bocom a little 
band of pupils, dost hied to accomplish a momentous 
revolution in the national character. Wesley had
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revolution in the national cueracter. wesiey 
already attained the dawn of manhood, when, in 11 
his future rival end coadjutor, George Whitfield, 
born et a tavern io Gloucester, of which hie fai

When we from the Scriptures, there mar be 
a skew mf wisdom in what we do ; but in the things 
of God, Amuaw wisdom will be found no better than 
folly.—Orme.
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SONNETS.
1.

1 arm'd, aed le ' I wilUd tloag • rood 
WIMwmiMiiUsOw, «UumsOWi 
Is wMiaak Wee brake ikrwtoalag e’er iu alia, 

Thw rod keek sa Hw IT lu billowy lead, a 
A reck ef euwestk «ratek'd Ur apw uy right,

WhBe eeey lea, apes ike bee* there steal 
AsmafcreSlàeei lu (boa wee good, 

tu timatim ptaaaaat to tka ught ;
Te •wave • eweles Uwe, l catered ikere,

QekUy Nefcrw waakawtiag e’er mj head— 
fork’s ire aaS ikaalm lui reeked throagh Uw eh, 

Aad eeeea reee la uiaaltiae See ke ked ;
Tkerala la terre eu peer'd eleag Ike ureod— 
Oeeenak! tkekeeee was gees—Tues koiO •* wu •

II.
1 woke,- -kel aet before, with jot. I Weed 

My aafo reaweml.jeet before It Ml,
Te ese which weed eeeert, latpragaehie,

Bam * We reeky keigm—Ike rlgkl kaad greead i 
Mew did tke eteru abete ke dreeSIkl tore# i 

Sertit tiw* wkk loner ke* lu ceatrc reead, 
Thewarrtag tieawau, wlik lelhl weed,

TkaaderN tieag la tketr rceletlee roe ne ;
Bet eUely keel’d, I view'd tke fcerikl Writ*.

I keard Is peace tke welklaf dwkalag rear,
Saw aatara laagairk, deetltate oflUb,

AaS ealatiy welted till ike warn war o'er i 
FUmly tide keaw wi thawed tke dreedhd abort 
It OU aet -4t wot /waded ee e roe* -

in.
1 Wail * keen a HO,—esd tkoegkt lu petk 

Wae like tke road 1 Jeet ked awa before,
Baaatag betweea tke reck aad eeeaa ekere,

Aed tcrutaellag la tke rale of deetk.
Here bub meet Sad eepperi tkreegk lUb'r career 

Tke reck leCkrlet,—tke world Ike folal eirer.il, 
Wkere oft ke Wide kle mil, aad reeu ea wed, 

Tkoes* store» aedeeee ofdeeger tkrwlee eeer j 
Bet sees adrarsltyk reegk wleSe erlee,

Tke eloede of Woe kopek eeaey eklee o’erepreed , 
Mask dieaaw el wOt y (rare kUn le eerprlw 

Wfces deetk*i odd were# roll o’er kle hrlpleei keed, 
Maki*. ke Ssde so ft-leed—ae refuge Bear—
He periekee Is Svtsew aed daepelr.

IV.
Bet whoaakr ea Ckrlet, Ike reek, relire,

SBy| staad aaekafcea la deetk’e kee.lnt ,orgr , 
Pearlew ekall awl uwputloe’i Sery ecoerge,

Aad eehsly view Ike ware# of trouble rtee 
Ae bar cas ektite kU troet, aor Jaeger fright—

He Sale la Ckrlet *<# all—kle Jey la peln.
HU etreegtk la weekaew, la kle loeiei gate—

I delight 
i drear road.

A tree wkew Iwrar ekeII awke Ik# woeoded wfaete 
A Hetrtoer wkkk tiull bear ele’e keerlwi loed,

Aa rack or of rellaeee to tke eeel.—
A rock te ekleld fro* daagerk pwelag Meet,
A ieflgT~~J aew-i eeea etruci *r Leer !

la deetkk approach kle efemfon i 
Here le eeea to eklee oe llWe dn
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Casser esteem m its modern mut ssoesl/eru, brought 
te tke test ; mut without the orgnmtml from Jueu | 
Jhiomio*. he. ohowuto he muenpturoL By Alex. 
Awnee W. McLean. ISmo. pp. 168. Cunnabell. 
Halifax.

(Concludedfrom page 158 )
le chapter vii. sod viii., Mr. McLeod discusses the 
question :

“ Are meaus employed iu the future stale for the 
purification of demited spirits, end for rhsir restora­
tion to the favour end image of God ?”

Te this question be gives a direct negative, and ob
serves :


