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THE REUNION OF CHRISTEN
DOM

Canon Farrarof Westminster Abbey
has published what is inte uded to be a

reply to the Popa’s Encyclical letter to
them

the paopls of E 1gzland iny

to return to the one fold it is
really mo reply, — only a carping

ism of a captious fault finder.

canon acknowledges that the

Holy Father had a kind p
’ }

pose in

issuing his invitation, but he says it is

g hanevolen and uoth
ing more, It does not
much as hint at the shadow of a conce
sion
] ant religious
u 1 . com
nt her's 1 ha
ken (¢ in a ilax |
I 1 magi that 1 1onld
offered to give up
he the Church in order to
ce Protestants to agree to return

the fold, but in taking this view

entis

ly overlook this essential
holie Church,

her immutability in doctrine. Itisa

characteristic of the

most fundamental belief of the Catho-

lic Church that Christ established His
Church upon a rock, against which
and against the Church the gates of
hell shall not prevail. As a conse-
i teach any doe-

guence, the can nev
trine but the truth, and ia regard to
truth she must be unchangeable,

Thae canon asserts that the Church
:not necessarily by Christ's appoint
ment to be of one fold. He says the
sne fold is an “‘ unimportant matter ;"
nat it is of the very esseuce of the
Church that this should be regarded as
a matter of the first importance, and
that there should be not only unity of
loctrine, but also submisgsion of the
y Supreme Head of the

Church. All this is implied by our

wembers to

f.ord when He commissions His Apos
g to go forth to teach all nations —
t what their fancy dictates, or what
>ht to
soever 1

the nations desire should be

hem, but “all things w
have commanded.”
The Church, then, has no right to

compromisy doctrine ev to the least

legroe, and if Protestants insist that
such a compromise should be made be-
fore they will enter into a reunion,
they must continue to remain outside
as they are at present.

The Protestaut charches show them-
selves willing to compromise doctrines.
This is becanse they recognize that
thoy ave human institutions, and that
most cherished doctrines are

th

human fancies which may or may not
he true.  Bat this being the case, why
shonld they wish the Catholic Church
10 make a compromise on these matters
at all 2 Tt i3 so much easier for them
to compromise doctrine, they should
uot look for a compromise of doctrine
n the part of the Catholic Church at

ail, if they are as much in earnest

about a reunion of Christendom as
they havo of late years professed to be.

What doctrine is there on which
Canon Farrar or any other Protestant
would wish a compromise ? Those
who speak of such a thing are always
very vague about answering this very

tural query. There is not a single
toctrine of the Catholic Church except

tain metaph I details which are

L
liflicult to be understood, and which

vo imazine do not constitute the ob

rennion, which is not held by

| pres

dostrine, She claims to be, and she is,
the one Church which Christ instituted.
Notwithstanding all the declamation of

| Protestants against her supposed errors

they cannot deny that she alone has
rved her identity by actual suc-
cession from the Apostolic age. Let

' us suppose for the sake of argument

that she has become corrupt, as Pro-
testants assert, by the gradual intro-
duction of new doctrines or practices,
she is still the Church which Christ
established to last to the end of time,
and if there isany abuse to be re-
formed, she has within herself the in-
herent power and authority to
reform herself. She has no need
ty by reformed by any authority
outside of herself, whether it be
that of kings, or princess, or
States, or of any other human institu-
tion. As far as doctrine is concerned,
there is no reform possible. The doe-
trines of the Catholic Church are those
which Christ has revealed, and any
change in them cannot be considered
as an open question. Matters of

merely ecclesiastical legislation or
local usage are subject to change.
Thus the fast dayvs observed by the
Church might be modified by being
changed to ot}
trine of the necessity of works of pen-
ance, and the uti
abstinence, must remain unchanged,

v days, though the doc-

lity of fasting and

The superiority of the state of celi
L p
bacy, when embraced for God's sake

and for the better advancement of the

in the way of perfection, is a

matter of doctrine which the Church
must continue to teach as che has
always done ; but it is not of ahsolute
necegsity that she should insist that the
clergy should in all cases remain un
married. The Latin liturgy of the
Church, handed down for over fifty
generations, isa sacred usage, justified
by the strongest reasons for the pre
servation of the unity of faith through
gucceeding ages, and for uniting dif-
ferent nationalities in the conscious-
ness that they belong to one uuniver-
sal Church ; yet there is nothing in
the doctrines of the Church requiring
that the liturgy shall be necessarily
either Latin or Greek or Syrie, rather
than English or French or German, or
any other modern tongue.

The language of the liturgy is
altogether a matter of discipline, on
which the Church may legis!
matter of public order, convenience

late as a

and decorum ; vet it is also a matter
on which she may make concessions ;
and in fact the lLatin liturgy, though
the most generally ,used, is not the
only one employed in the Church, the
Greek, the Ruthenian, the Coptic,
the Chaldaic, and the Syriac languages

being also in use in localities where
ancient liturgies exist and have ex-
isted in these tongues from a very
early age.

But what kind of concession does
Canan Farrar want so as to make re
union possible 7  He is very obscure
on this point, and we imagine that if
there were a general convoeation of
his own Church—the Church of Eng-
land —to begin to morrow to consider
the points on which a compromise
should be made, it would be very difli-
cult to reach a satisfactory conclusion
as to the matters on which a comprom-
ise would be satisfactory. Why, then,
should it be expected that the Pope
should offer concessions, before he is
made aware of the matters on which
concessions would be acceptable ?

It is certain that a very large sec
tion of the Church of England—the
High Church party — have already
reached the conclusion that nearly all
the doctrines which were rejected by

the thorougt ly Reformers of the
sixteeuth century are of Apostolic tra
dition and teaching, and if there are
to be any concessions at all on the
part of the Pope, this party at least,
in the Church of England, will not
demand that they should be doctrinal,
Canon Farrar does ohject to certain
doctrines : but neither he, nor the
Iivangelical party of which he has only
very recently proclaimed himself to he
the champion, constitutes the k'h";.l. h
of England, or a majority of the adhor

r of the Protestant sects,

hen, shoul

y of these sects ask

hat the Catholic Church should give
these doctrines for the sake of

snity or union ? If they are ready to

wcept any one of them for the sake of

offord to change them without losing

their historic character of mutableness,

rate these doctrines, and even to

wunion with  petty sects which can

ents of that Church. It may probably

"the liturgy, which most of the'

High Churchmen would like to be cus, puts this truth in a very lucid | of sarcasm he whips the scoffers who
manner, Referring to the attempts of ! go through life attired in the taudry
heretics todishonor the Church he says : | garments of doubt.

English.  Another is the celibacy
of the Catholic priesthoed. On this
latter point, if the general discipline
of the Catholic Church is to be rigidly
adhered to, it would exclude from the
priesthood the bulk of the Anglican
clergy who might wish to return to the
one fold, We have said that a relaya
tion of discipline on this point might
possibly be allowed by the Pope, but
it is not at all likely that such a relax
ation would be offered unless the
movement toward reunion prove to be
of considerable magnitude on the part
of the Anglicans.

In any case, it was not to be expected
that the Holy Father would make a
proposal on this matter, before having
the assurance that such a concession
and a concession in regard to the lan-
guage of the liturgy would bridge
over the difficulties now existing. It
must be remembered that even if a
very large proportion of the present
High Church party is really anxious
for a reunion, it would still be far
from being the predominent part of
the reunited Church, and it cannot
expect that its desires alone are to be

attended to in considering the terms of
reunion, The wishes and even the
prejudices of the twenty million Cath-
olics who now speak the English
language, or are at least within the

domains of Great DBritain and the

nited States, are tob yunted as

1

an important factor in regzard to con

cessions, even on points in which

concession is possible. This appears
to h
those w
coucessions before they will think of

ve been entirely overlooked by
)

) have been clamoring for

returning to the one fold ; yet it isa
matter which requires grave con
sideration: and we are satisfied that the
conservative convictions of those who
are already Catholics will be all cn
the side of making as few changes as
possible even in the purely disciplin-
ary usages of the Church. At all
events it will be necessary to know
whether there will be any consider-
able number who require some conces-
sions, and who will be saticfied with
such concessions as are possible, be-
fore they can be offered by the Pope
or the Catholic Church.
As far as Canon Farrar is concerned
we are of opinion that no concessions
which the Holy Father can offer would
be gatisfactory to him or the party he
represents. His object appears to be
to widen the breach, and not to close it:
and they demand concessions only
for the purpose of being enabied to
assert that the doctrines of the Cathclie
Church are not so immutable as we
have always claimed them to be, be-
cause doctrinal truth is immutable.
It is only error which can be bartered
away by compromises

It may b2 a disappointment to those
well meaning Ritualists who have in
their minds the idea of a corporate re-
union based upon doctrinal com-
promise, especially a compromise on
the admission of the claim that the
Pope has by divine appointment the
right to teach and govern the whole
Church, but Cardinal Vaughan has
made it clear in a recent address at

Bristol that there can be no reunion
unless this fundamental doctrine be ad-
mitted. The Cardinal also stated that
he does not expect any immediate sub-
mission of the body of the English
people to the Catholic Church, but that
the slower process of individual con-
version is what is rather to be looked
for at present. However disappoint-
ing the facts are it is as well they
should be looked at straight in
the fa After having during the
centuries maintained that she is infal-
lible in her teaching, it is not to be
expected that the Church will proclaim
her fallibility by admitting that she
has been in error in asserting that the
Pope is the successor of St. Peter andsu-
preme visible head of the Church by
divine right. Her position would be

ridiculous if she could make such an

They who desire the union of

be set down as a settled fact that the
so-called Iivangelicals of the Church of

I'ngland, whom Canon Farrar to some

any terms of reunion which the Cath-

ahly useless to discuss terms with them:

but it is not at all improbable that a

why should they not be equally ready | very important part of the High

u

accept these doetrines for the sake of Church party may see it way to a re

seunion with the great CatholicChurch, turn to the Church from which they
which outnumbers all the Protestant are even now separated by but a com-

sects together by very nearly two te
one
The Catholic Church, absolutely,

y paratively narrow wall, if we consider

merely the doctrinal differences. DBut

there arve disciplinary matters which

cannot afford to takeinto considera- seem to be at present a great bugbear,

sion the question of a compromise of one of which is the language of

extent represents, will not accede to !

olic Church can offer, and it ig prob- |

Christendom should peruse the writ-
| ings of the early Fathers—unquestion-
able witnesses to the truth and sure
guides to the Church established by
1(‘hri.~t. They have in our days be-
gotten many unto Ged as in the old
times, when in monastic cell, or desert

| I following were as the first but Christ,
am linked in communion with thy

bt
St. Jerome, writing to Popd'Damas- "

“Thercfore bave I thought that I
should consult the chair of Peter and
the faith praised by the mouth of the
Apostle. Therefore, though your
greatness terrifies me, yet your kind-
ness in 5 me. Lot me speak with
out offence. I count not the Roman
height. I speak with the successor of
the Fisherman aud Disciple of the Cross

Blessedness, that is with the chair of
Peter. Upon that rock I know that
Church. Whoso gather not with thee
scattereth ; that is, he who is not of
Christ, is of anti-Christ. "

It was, and will be always, the
perogrative of Catholicity—obedienceto
the Holy See. We cannot change it.
This supremacy is not the work of
arrogance or of ignorance, but the
gift of Christ, to be exercised forever.
When a man lays aside his prejudices
and preconceived opinions and seeks
the truth, it will coms to him, and
with it a peace and knowledgo that
surpasseth wordly comprehensicn.

THE TEMPORAL POWER,
Oar contemporaries who view with
uneasiness the incipient agitation for
the restoration of the temporalitics of
the Papacy should think over and
study the question before committing

themselves to any definite statement,

tati
stified by every law. It is a prot

It is beyond doubt that theagi

Ty,

That the Popes have a title to the
lands of which they have been des-
poiled is evident to any impartial
reader of history, and that they havea
right to demand their restoration is
none the less evident, The pretext of
the unification of Italy is but a veil to
cloek the injustice of the act. For
over a quarter of a century have the
freebooters sat unmolested in another’s
dominion, and what has been the re-
sult? They have ruined the nation,
morally aud financially. They have
kept the rightful owner of Rome a
prisoner, in the wvain hope of
lessening  his influence, and they
know to their chagrin that they
have failed. Never, even in most
fortunate days, has Pontiff domi.
nated human intelligence and activity
as in this century. His wise and
warning words sink deep into the
heart of humanity. He scans the
horizon aud points out the shoals and
quicksands that beset us in our on-
ward progress. He is the magnet that
draws yearly human life to Rome,
All this is well known to the so-called
rulers of Italy.

We know they advance the justice
of the many laws enacted by them as a
justification of their act of robbdery,
but we have yet to know any normal-
minded minister who would admit this
as an argument that may disprove the
commandment, *‘‘Thou shalt not
steal.”

It is alleged by some that the people
were unanimous in their demand for a
kingly ruler. It is true that the cable
flashed the news to the world that
10,000 votes were polled against Papal
rule and 40 for its continuance, but
we know how such a result was ob-
tained. Honest men were prevented
from approaching the polls, and the
votes cast represented the scum of
Italy. To give a semblance of de-
cency to the iniquitous proceeding
they guaranteed the Pope absolute in-
dependence, but subsequent events
showed that a robber may be a liar,

They violated ev condition.
They put their sacrilegious hands
upon institutions hallowed by the tra-
ditions of centuries. In the year 1867
they despoiled church property to the
extent of £116,000,000. They con-
verted monasteries into barracks or
brothels.

But enough : we might go on and
point out laws, brutal and subversive
of justice, enacted against the clergy.
Tke words of Capproni are coming
true: ‘‘Beware!” he said. ‘‘Oathe in-
dependenceofthe head of the Churchde-
pends our independence. If this in-
dependence is not secured we shall
never possess Rome really and in
security.” Cavour even declared, in
1861, that ** to interfere with the lib-
erty of the Pope would be fatal, not
only to Catholicism, but to Italy.”

Griy old Carlyle had one good qual-

cave, or princely palace they trans-
cribed their soul's belief. There is no
ambiguity or obscurity in their simple

the sign of Catholicity. Where Peter
is, there is the Church : so say all the
Fathers; and hence they whowich tobe
Catholics in very truth must bow in

sentences. Communion with Rome ls‘da.\'. and which betrays itself in the
|
|
!

filial allegiance before the successor of | wonder and based on wonder : thy

St. Peter,

ity —hedetested shams of every kind.
He abhorred self-conceit, especially
that species of it so prevalent in our

speeches and articles of these who are
original enough to dispense with relig-
ion because forsooth it isincomprehens-
ible. ““Thy daily life is girt with

acles.” With a savage, pitiless lash

CORRECT PRINCIPLES.

Some time ago a magazine writer
veutured to give Edwin Arnold’s phil-
osophy asa panacea for social evils,
He proved this very satisfactorily to
himself, but the rounded periods, ete.,
fell harmlessly upon our ears. Sir
Edwin Arnold is a word painter and
nothing els His religion of sweet-
ness and light is humbug of the worst
kind., How any man can deny God
and continue to preach Him is passing
comprehension,

What a man wants are prin
that keep him firm, despile the vicissi-
tudes of life—principles that render
him loyal always to the God who awaits
to judge him. This is the aim of all
who understand that in their keeping
is an immortal soul. There will be,
we suppose, always twaddle about
culture, We do not centemn it, pro-
vided it be of the right kind, But
let it be a reality that will shrink
from uncleannessin thought oraction—
that will wrap itself arcund every
fibre and sinew of our being and guard
us against falschood and evil of any
kind. Modern culture cannot do this.
Its thin ve

‘)}‘ the

ples

ering is soon rubbed off

friction of everyday life
Back of all true culture stands Christ ;

and when Arnold's admirers bring his

system to the baptismal fount of Chris-
tianity it will then, and then only, be
able to give consolaticn aud peace.

TI'HE SCHOOLMASTER ABROAD.
From an item in the Darrie Advance
it will be seen that it is not necessary
to go among the half-breeds of Mani
toba to find evidence thatthe School-
master may be abread even where there
is supposed to be in operation a very
fair and successful school system. The
Advancesays:

“ The following, rudely marked on a
piece of board, was fastened to the
fence of a lot not a hundred miles from
Orillia :—

¢ ¢ Notis.
“ ¢ Any person ketched on these
grounds, or cows, or wimin, will be
liobul two fine herself ina skrape.”
Here is another :
¢ ‘Councle :
“In account with— contractor, for
Burying one cat on— street on the 27,
H0e.

‘¢ ¢ By order of irspecter
‘*Although these are not evidences of
very extensive or accurate scholars
they by no mecaus prove anyi
against our school system.”

And yet a Winnepeg barrister had
written a book to prove that the school
system of Manitoba, established twenty
years ago, when the country was
scarcely yet opened for settlement, and
when the settlers were few and just
struggling for the necessaries of life,
did not succeed in rearing a highly
educated generation, and therefore
should be swept away without any re-
gard to the wishes of the people who
were doing all they could to educate
their children under adverse circum-
stances.

We do not refer to such matters for
the purpose of casting any injurious
reflection on the Public school system
of this Province, which we acknowl-
edge to be as good as could be ex-
pected, as far as merely secular in-
struction is concerned, though sadly
deficient in regard to the teaching of
religion and morality. DBut it is use-
ful that we should be reminded some-
times of our defects, and it may make
some people less vainglorious, ard
more considerate for the difficulties
under which others labor, when they
learn that, after all, even in Ontario,
with all the efforts made to bring the
little red school-house within the
reach of all, the s:hool-master is still
abroad in regard to many localities.

In connection with this subject we
may also call attention to the fact that
a correspondent of the Toronto Mail
and Empire, in the issue of Sept. 21,
expresses the hope that a movement
which is to be soon inaugurated to
apply a ‘‘refining process " to the
teachers of the Province may be
crowned with success. This writer
says :

‘At the present time rough, un-
couth manners and glaringly bad
English seem to be prominent features
of mearly all the Pablic schools
throughout the country. On visiting
some of these I have been grieved to
hear young children of refined and
cultured parents shouted at and
ordered about in a manner altogether
out of place insuch institutions. This
may be necessary in some instances.

e T Still the incorrigibles
should not be permitted to give the

opportunities of correcting their teach-
er's lamentable mispronounciation of
words, and violation of the simplest
rules of grammar. This, in my opin
ion, has a tendency to lesson the je.
gpect due from pupil to teacher, How
ever well children may speak on entey
ing these schools, before the end of a
mou:th they will have caught the taint
or have been laughed into the ap
proved and accepted dialect of the
‘toughs ' in a manner that in some
instances verges on persecution.’
It is possible that this correspondent
exaggerates the extent of the evil of
which he complains, but there can be
no doubt it exists to some extent,
and suffiziently to make those who
boast that the Pablic school gystem,
with its absence of all, or nearly all,
religious teaching, should be forced
upon those who desire that their chil-
i bo educated in  their duties to
God  simultaneously with  these
branches which are necessary for their
merely secular advancement.
We venture to say thatif statistics on
the subject were attainable it would
be found that the most virulent oppon
ents of Catholic claims to the right of
freedom of education, whether in
Manitoba or Ontario, comprise a very
large proportion of those who have
prefited least by the Public
school systemn, and who conse

s

quently shou!ld be more disposed to be
tolerant of the convictions of others
who differ from them.

THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES

The reports of the Armer
ties furnich ample proof of the barbax
ity of Turkish rule. Some attempts
were made to conceal the revolting
particulars from the publie, but the

an atroci

correspondents of the great secular
newspapers have succeeded inunravel
ling the web of treachery and atrocious
cruelty in which the Armenians were
entangled. Whole villages were pil
laged and destroyed. Men were toi
tured and women subjected to name
less ignominies. Infauts were thrown
up into the air and caught on the
bayonets of soldiers. Thousands of
them are starving.

They are completely in the power of
a Government whose purpose is to root
them up, branch and trunk. When
the reports first came, we thought
them exaggorated, but the words of
reputable witnesses convince us that
they were but too true.

There is no protection for them
They may be surprised at any hour by
a band of soldiers who care neither for
the life nor the honor of their victims
It is about time for the Powers to lash
the Sultan into some semblance ot
decency. Nearly 2,000,000 human
beings ery out for help, and it were a
shame to turn a heedless ear to the
ery.

One witness writes: If we turn to
the condition of the peasant still in the
village the picture is verily appalling
Neither by day nor night is he for
moment secure in his own life, as to
the life and honor of his wife and
daughters, as to his flocks and herds,
ete. He must not only see his bread
stolen from him, but he must witness
the shame and torture of sister or
daughter. The details, horrible and
loathsome, cannot be expressed. The
young men are eager to do battle
against their oppressors, but they are
without resources of any kind.

THE SITUATION AT ROME.
the Italian Government has just pub-
lished ducuments containing communi-
cations which passed between Italy
and the Vatican after the entry of the
Italian troops into Rome in 1870.

We are told with a great flourish of
trumpets that the communication® are
now made public for the purpose of
showing how generous was the Italian
Government toward the Pope, at the
moment they were despoiling him of
his last vestige of territorial possession.
[t is said that the Government ex
hibited throughout ‘‘a willingness to
make every concession that would en-
sure the liberty and independence of
the Pope, while the Vatican refused to
accept any of the proffered concessions
80 as to maintain a pretext for com-
plaint that the Pope had been deprived
of his liberty.” It is evidently in the
fear that the public opinion of Europe
will bring about the restoration of the
temporal power of the Pope that the
brigand Government is publishing the
proofs of the great affection it enter-
tained for the Holy Father while
plundering him at the cannon's mouth.

We do not need to be told that King
Victor Emmanuel and Count Cavour
made great pretences of respect for the

tone to the schools attended by them,
nor is it a right state of things that
children properly brought up by edu-

:very blankets and breeches are mir-

{ cated parents should frequently have

Holy See, and endeavored with honied
{ words to cover their last act of spolia-

tion with the offer of guarantees of the
.independent position the Holy Father

- WA



