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APPROBATION.
Tf the English-speaking Catholic* of Montreal and of thit Province consulted their 

fait interests, they would toon moke of the “ True Wit nett " one of the most prosperous and 
powerful Catholic papers in this country. I heartily blest those icho encourage this excellent 
crock. '________________ “ \PAUL, Archbishop of Montreal.”
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•HOTES OF THE WEEK.
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THE CORONATION OATH. —The 
committee appointed to examine in
to the question of the amendment of 
the coronation oath and to report 
thereon was composed of the Lord 
(.baucvllor, the Marquis of Salisbury, 
the Duke of Argyll, Earl Spencer, 
Earl Cadogan, the Earl of Crowe. 
1ne Earl of Dunraven, and Lord 
'J weedmouth.

The resolution passed by the com
mittee constitutes the entire report, 
and mentis thus

“That the declaration required of 
the sovereign on his accession by 
the Bill of Rights can be modified 
advantageously, and for the future 
should be as follows, viz, :—

IS:'

ilPIII:I*' ■

“I, by the grace of God, King (or 
Queen) of Great Britain and Ire
land, Defender of the Faith, do sol
emnly and sincerely, in the presence 
of God, profess, testify, and declare 
that 1 do believe that in the Sacra
ment of the Lord's Supper there is 
not any transubstantiation of the 
elements of bread and wine into the 
body and blood of Christ at or after 
the consecration thereof by any per
son whatsoever. And I do believe 
that the invocation or adoration of 
the Virgin Mary or any saint, and 
the sacrifice of the mass ns they are 
now used in the Church of Rome, are 
contrary to the Protestant religion. 
And I do solemnly, in the presence 
of God, profess, testify, and declare 
that I do make this declaration and 
every part thereof unreservedly."

All xre have to say is that the 
committee above mentioned has lost 
n gold. opportunity to do an act 
that would redound throughout the 
future to the credit of each member 

-of that body. Of all the opinions 
expressed regarding this miserable 
Compromise the most brief, pointed 
and exact that we have read is that 
of the London “Universe.” That 
Catholic organ—one of the foremost 
in England—wisely says :—

* 'The Select Committee of the 
House of Lords appointed to consi
der the wording of the Ro.val De
claration has just given to the world 
Its revised version of that hateful 
and, to Catholics, grossly insulting 
formulary. We hasten at once to de
clare that the new version is noth
ing but a weak and contemptible 
compromise, and so far as we Cath
olics are concerned almost as offen
sive and revolting as the old one. 
The committee had excellent oppor
tunity afforded it of oliminWing 
from the Royal Declaration all refer
ence to the doctrine of Trahsubstan- 
t fat ion and the invocation . of the 
saints. Yet it allows both these 
! oints to remain. This revised ver
sion therefore will not do, and the 
Catholic .body in every part of the 
Empire must hasten at once to de
monstrate this fact to the Govern
ment. The English Catholic Episcop
ate will naturally be the first body 
to protest against the continuance 
of the abominable wording of the 
Royal Declaration."

particular instance is also applicat
ive in every other case. What the 
Catholic minority in the British Em 
pire could thus accomplish, the Jrish 
people can do. and with more satis
factory results in the national agit
ation for that political autonomy to 
which they aie entitled by every 
principle of right and justice.

A'nd, again, that which stands 
good in the matter of a national 
movement, is equally applicable in 
the minor incidents of life — civil, 
social, political. Jf we were to 
unite, with one grand aim and in 
full determination to subject every 
personal consideration to the gener
al purpose, there is scarcely any rea
sonable object that might not be 
attained. If we cannot approve of 
the committee s report, we can, at 
least, learn the lesson that it 
teaches.

RELIGIOUS VACATIONS.—About 
one-third of the summer, or long va- 
oation is now over. Im* month and 
a half the children will return to 
their tasks in the schools, acade
mies, colleges and convents. If the 
vacation must finally end for the 
pupils, it mué^also conie to a close 
for the teachers. This leads us to 
reflect for a moment on the meaning 
of vacation for the members of dur 
great Catholic teaching bodies—reli
gious orders, both male and female.

This is surely a season of hea.t. It 
is a time when, if we judge only 
from the reports from summer re
sorts, every person who Can possibly 
afford t e same, is off to the sea
side, or to some healthy summer re
sort. While the general citizen is 
thus enjoying himself or herself, we 
might particularly ask what ate the 
members of our religious communi
ties doing?

They are not inhaling the sea- 
breeze down by the shore. If they 
obtain a couple of weeks outing it 
the most. It is exactly during these 
hot weeks that they have their an
nual retreat, when they go into 
deeper silence, profounder medita
tion and follow the instructions giv
en to them. They arc preparing in à 
spiritual manner, for the coming 
term of hard labor. They are per
forming the duty of renewal of life— 
a renewal that savors very little of 
a holiday. This aspect of the situa
tion does not always come home to 
the Catholic; but when he actually 
finds himself in presence thereof, he 
must of necessity reflect. The world 
is too busy recreating itself at this 
season to give a thought to those 
who suffer, cooped in warm rooms, 
all the inconveniences of the times. 
The religious knows no real vaca
tion until some day the grand vaca
tion of eternity.

visahle that the 
go about preaching, 
ample that ho teaches. - < 
takes a deep and praj 
in Church progress he is 
work that might be fittingly 
missionary. The indifferentism, re
sulting from heedlessness and 
thoughtfulness concerning the inter
ests of the Church, is the most dead
ly enemy of the hour. It is upon 
this spirit that the avowed enemies 
of Catholicity, of Christianity de
pend for the success of their cause 
It is not so much infidelity as in
difference that makes Catholic 
France a prey to the sectaries and 
nil their devices. As long as Catho
lics are contented to drift with the 
tide, and to "leave all in the Hands 
of Providence,” eo long will the anti- 
Catholic influences of the day gather 
strength, boldness . and determina
tion. The layman who co-operates 
with the Church—ever in his own 
sphere—is a stumblingpblook in the 
path of the anti-religious, antl-Catlir 
olic element.

presehee;-^1'
that there is one grand 
lacking. The grace, which 
alone can secure, to efface 

Iedy cruBh the many-headed hydra
considered as necessary, or as the 
most effective auxiliary in the work 
To wipe out the gathered wickedness 
of Coney Island, or of any other 
place, it .seems to us necessary to 
begin at the root of the evil, and to 
change the social standards of the 
day, educate the people in a dread 
and detestation of lax morality, of 
divorce courts, and all the active 
agents of rampant Immorality.

THE FRIARS OF MANILA. —We, 
who live at such a great distance 
from the actual scene, are not in a 
position to form any positive opin
ion regarding the question of reli
gious orders in the Philippines; all 
we can say is that, from ç, general 
standpoint, without entering into 
reported details, we believe the 
Friars to be a persecuted and un
gratefully treated body of. "men. 
This is nothing new . in the history 
of Hie Church. When we consider how 
Catholic France now treats the re
ligious orders, we can readily form 
an idea of how such orders • can 1 e 
treated by people who are both anti- 
religious and anti-Catholic. How
ever, we are always glad to glean 
any information on such a subject, 
provided it comes from a reliable 
source and is based upon testimony 
that cannot be gainsaid.

In this regard do we find \ Arch
bishop Npzalida, of Manila, who is 
now in Europe, telling his version 
of the story. As a competent' wit
ness the Archbishop stands unim
peachable, and when he states that 
the Catholics of that country want 
the return of the monks as the best 
friends and best ministers to their 
spiritual needs, we cannot but ac
cept his statement. His Grace.Jinds 
it singular that a commission ap
pointed to deliberate upon a reli
gious question which concerns seven 
millions of Catholics, should not 
have one Catholic in its ranks. Of 
that commission he says

"Regarding the aspersions cast 
upon the lives of the religious, these 
are the result of a campaign of cal
umny invented and circulated by a 
group of natives, themselves irreli
gious. These men have always been 
haters of the religious corporations. 
Their information was taken up by 
the Taft Commission. It was well 
known in Manila that at least some 
of the members of the Commission 
were enemies of the religious. One 
(Dean Worcester) had actually writ
ten a book against the religious. 
The Commission stood, suspect for 
bins, for partisanship,”

It is not difficult to foretell what 
the results of that commission’s de
liberations will be.

JUBILEE EXTENSION.—A letter 
received from Rome, dated 11th June 
last, and transmitted to Hie Grace 
Archbishop Bruchési, by Mgr. Fal- 
conio, thé Apostolic Delegate, noti
fies the former that His Holiness 
the Pope has granted an extension 
of two months, in which the jubilee 
privileges may be obtained. As the 
six months accorded for this diocese 
end 6n the 3rd August next. His 
Grace has decided that the two ex
tra months will begin on the 3rd 
September next and extend to the 
3rd November. In consequence, it 
will be seen that during the month 
of August the jubilee privileges can
not be obtained. It will, then, be 
for all Catholics who, for one reason 
or an other, have failed so far to take 
advantage of the great and extraor
dinary privileges of the jubilee, to 
make use of September and October 
to do so. A

We know that there is a certain nu 
ber of Irish Catholics in all Canada; 
but we do not know what their 
strength socially or politically may 
be. As usual we are behind In the 
race, and if we do not take care we 
will soon be left entirely behind.

THE DOCTRINE OF PURGATORY.

WK
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While awaiting the expression of 
dissatisfaction which is expected 
from the English Catholic Hierarchy, 
we will be contended with drawing 
from all the Incidents connected with 
ihis question the lesson which we 
find they teach us. This agitation 

' began prior to the death of Queen 
Victoria. The death of the Queen 
end the accession of the Prince of 
Wales, gave additional and Immedi
ate importance to the issue. The 
Cathodic press of the British Isles 

.tooh up the question, and eventually 
it was brought In proper form- be- 
for the Government. As a result, 
we have the report above. quoted 
from the committee named to exam
ine into the matter. “

Even though that report is by no 
satisfactory, still it is a 

evidence of the power that 
be wielded by a united and con- 

egilation. As soon as the

war so Imposing that [ r

>IGR. O CONNELL'S ADVICE. - 
Fresh from Romo, where he held the 
important office of rector of the 
American College, with the mitre 
covering his forehead and the cro- 
zier of 7 ostoral authority in his 
hand, the first public pronouncement 
cf Mgr. O’Connell, the newly conse
crated Bishop of I’ortland. is natu
rally of great significance. Desirous 
of having the lay members of the 
Church co-operate in the#great work 
of religion, the learned prelate said:

"We have oassed the days, and 
passed for over, when wo quietly 
stole unnoticed to our humble little 
chapel, and were grateful for being 
ignored. The Church bas grown to 
immense proportions—its Cathedral

ires tower above our great cities— 
ohr men arc a power in the nation, 
and to direct our growth along the 
lines of greatest profit to our church 
and our country, not- alone the voice 
of bishop and priest from the sanc
tuary. but the voice of our best, 
most influential, best-conditioned 
laymen, must be heard and felt in 
public Life, indicating and proclaim
ing to all the highest Catholic pub- 

tiraent. This is your object.”

A NEW CRUSADE.—Well meaning 
people, men and women of moral 
worth, are constantly making efforts 
l o eradicate vice and to rescue the 
youth of our day from the mael
strom of immorality into which it 
is being dragged. The latest of 
these organized crusaders is one 
started by the Woman's Branch of 
the Brooklyn City Mission Society,

“IRELAND'S GRIEVANCE." — 
Under this heading the London 
'“Academy" contains a very note
worthy article, based upon Dr. 
Hyde’s references to Dr. Fitzgerald's 
attitude regarding Certain educa
tional matters in Ireland, and Mr. 
George RuSSell’s sledge-hammer cri
ticism of the two. So pertinent does 
the whole seem to us that we make 
no apology for reproducing the en
tire passage. It is as follows :—

Dr. Hyde pertinently quotes an 
egregious remark of Dr. Fitzgerald 
in refusing leave for a certain his
tory to be read in schools: “ No 
child reading this would gather that 
the Irishry spoken of were for hun
dreds of years before 1600 A. D. a 
pack of naked savages." . . No 
wonder that this sort of attitude 
toward the past of a great race 
arouses antagonism. "A. E." (Mr. 
George Russell), after echoing the 
desire to "keep in mind our lang
uage. teach our children our his
tory, the story of our heroes, and 
thq long traditions of our race,” 
proceeds to draw a sinister picture 
of the results of the activities of the 
Irish Education Board :

“A blockhead of a professor drawn 
from the intellectual obscurity of 
Trinity, and appointed as commis
sioner to train the national mind 
according to British ideas, meets us 
with an ultimatum : T will always 
discourage the speaking of Gaelic 
wherever I can.’ We feel poignantly 
it is not merely Gaelic which is be
ing suppressed, but the spiritual life 
of our race. A few ignoramuses 
have it in their,power, and arc try
ing their utmost, to obliterate the 
mark of God upon a nation. It is 
not from Shelley or Keats our peas
antry derive their mental nourish
ment, now that they are being cut 
off from their own past. We see 
everywhere a moral loprosy, a vul
garity of mind creeping over them. 
‘The Police Gazettes,' the penny no
vels, the hideous comic journals, re
place the once familiar poems and 
the beautiful and moving memoirs of 
classic Ireland. The music that 
breathed Tir-nan-o'g and overcome 
man’s hearts with all gentle and 
soft emotions is heard more faintly, 
and the songs of the London music 
halls may be heard in places where 
the music of fairy enchanted the 
elder generations. . . . •
Limited, is being run by English 

It is the descentsyndicates.
against the wickedness that has of ot a nation into hell.
late assumed such dreadful propor
tions at Coney Island. The follow
ing extracts from the resolutions ad
opted explain pretty clearly the aim 
of the ladies who are organizing the 
movement

"Whereas, of late years there has 
been a startling increase in immor
ality at Coney Island, with the ad
dition of established schools of vice, 
so that affairs seem to have reached 
a climax which calls for united and 
determined action; therefore.

“Resolved, That the Womans 
Branch of the City Mission Society 
invite the committee of fifteen, the 
Woman's Anti-Vice Committee, all 
kindred organizations and all law 
respecting citizens, to unite with it 
for the purpose of putting an end to 
existing conditions, which have not

This places the situation in a new 
light. The substitution of English 
"popular periodicals" for the pure 
and national folklore of Ireland is 
so obviously a sin against whole 
generations of a race that the mere 
mention of it is sufficient to arouse 
antagonism in every manly or gen
tle breast. If genuine Irish litera
ture is to die out, at least < 
attempt to substitute therefor the 
immoral and degrading literature of 
the present day.

From time to time we read pt Pro
testant clergymen, apart * from the 
Ritualistics, giving expression to a 
belief in the doctrine of Purgatory. 
The fact of a non-CatKoUc clergy
man openly approving ot such teach
ing is an evidence of hla^ logical 
mind. Seldom, however, die apy of 
them, except such as eventually be
come Catholics, ever spe$Jk out as 
plainly as does Rev. W. I*. Lardige, 

non-comformiet minister of Pres
ton, England.

‘In a recent sermon the reverend 
gentleman argues that there was 
and must be an intermediate world 
between heaven and hell immediately 
on leaving the world; it was a sim
ple and self-evident truth, both from 
the scriptures and common t 
This doctrine was once openly ac
knowledged by the church at large. 
This was jyior to the reformation 
but as Christians they are bound to 
admit the reality of that doctrine 
if they believed in the. Bible as the 
word of God. They could not get out 
of it. They must, put their prejudices 
against this doctrine on one side, 
for the belief in that state was real
ly arf article of the Christian faith 
Truth was truth, and facts were 
facts. He was glad to notice that 
the doctrine was being revived in 
not a few quarters of the Church of 
England, and if it were not for the 
prejudices of some of the people it 
would spread rapidly. ‘God speed 
the day!’ the preacher exclaimed. 'It 
was a beautiful doctrine, a helpful 
doctrine and a true doctrine.' 'fhe 
Church was well attended, and, 
may be expected, Mr. Lardge’s ser
mon has made a profound impres-

For us, as Catholics, it is .very 
easy to imagine the train of reason
ing whereby this reverend gentle
man arrived at his conclusions; but 
for the Protestant his course must 
present many things that are not 
quite obvious to them. They object 
that in no place in, Holy Writ is 
Purgatory mentioned. Which is a 
most childish objection, even were 
it well founded. On the Same prin
ciple we could say that no place «in 
the Bible is Sunday mentioned aa 
the Sabbath. That term applies in a 
special manner to the Saturday. But 
we do not care to here enter into 
any refutation of the anti-purgatori
al argument. Wo need simply say 
that in both the Old and New Test
ament do we find numerous refer
ences to the third place or condition 
after death. The recommendation to 
pray for the dead by the High 
Priest Melchisedech ; the appeal of 
Dives to Lazarus who was in * the 
"bosom of Abraham; " the scores of 
places from Exodus to the Psalms 
in which the .forgivennees of sins, 
after death, is mentioned; the Limbo 
to which Christ descended to free 
the souls of the just therein detain
ed on account of original sin; the 
epistles of St. Peter and J3t. Paul, 
the Gospel of St. Luke, and that of 
St. Matthew, all furnish strong and 
direct texts. But with this phase of 
the question wi* have nothing to do 
at present—beyond the plain state
ment that the Protestant who bases 
his disbelief in the doctrine upon the 

'.If. Biblical evidence, has 
to read the Bible, or else has 

been unable to understand it.

We merely wish to

St"

the 
fact, 

show 
alone 

t lq clos
ure, it 

Purgatory 
«e». But 

— to load 
With the heap of evi

dence that supporta thi. assertion. 
However, we cannot but congratu
late the reverend gentleman from 
Preston on his sound ideas concern
ing this octrine. and express the 
hope that he may yet come to find 
all the other lettrines 0f 
Church equally as reasonable.

THE ANTI-HUSH-IIUSHMAN.

The following, which we clip from 
an American secular newspaper, re
minds ue of T, 1). Sullivan s famous 
song “The Anti-Irish Irishman," iR 
which the witty poet strikes oil to 
perfection the "Irishman," who is 
“anti-Irish" in his sympathies. The 
paragraph runs thus

He was the son of an Irish earl 
It was his first visit to shis coun
try, and after a day s sightseeing ha 
Invited one of his friends to have a 
glass of "something or other, you 
know," on returning to the hotel.

"What do you think of this move
ment to revive the original Irish 
language?” usked the friend alter 
the two had ordered their drinks.

The young nobleman swallowed a 
little of his ' something or other “ 
the wrong way at this question, but 
succeeded in saying, after a short 
coughing fit :

“It’s a movement among the sen
timentalists, you know. They want 
to have the Irish made a living 
language, you know; taught in the 
schools a"d spoken in political cmt.. 
paigns, you know. But it is not 
practical, and, I dare say, will prove 
u failure."

"But what is the matter?” queried 
the friend. "Ilow is it that tho 
language is dying?'!

"The reason is,” said the young 
Irishman Sadly, "that all our na
tive stock have gone into politics 
ever here. 1 think this country is 
the place to revive the language: to 
found an Irish chair in one of your 
colleges, for instance.”

After pausing to think over his 
suggestion he finally shook his 

■ad and said :
“From what I've seen I guess 

there's no need of reviving it here.” 
4‘ITow’s that?” asked the friend.
"I dare say," was the answer, 

“that it’s live enough now to hold 
its own."

"Or hold office?" suggested his 
friend.

At tiiis the Irish aristocrat sadly 
shook his head ajid ordered "some
thing more?"

We can easily understand how it 
comes that these young lordlings of 
Irish parentage are so anti-Irish in 
their sympathies and sentiments 
Not only have they nothing in com
mon with the Irish people, but even 
their fives are cast in lines natural
ly antagonistic to the race and 
country whence they sprung. When
ever a rare exception arises, that is 
to say a titled Irishman who is, at 
he same time, an Irish patriot, his 

name is doubly cherished, and his 
sacrifices for the cause of his coun
try are proportionately appreciated 
—men, we mean, of the stamp of 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald. But, again, 
these are the conspicuous excep
tions. We explain the case of the 
ordinary titled, or aristocrat ic 
young Irishman in this way.

In hie childhood he has been 
brought up in an atmosphere where 
every breath he drew filled hie sys
tem with prejudices against the peo
ple and country. At an early age ho 
i** sent off to England, is educated 
at Oxfor. or Cambridge, spends his 
vacations in London, or on the con-, 
tinent, tuid considers his home in 
Ireland as a good hunting lodge or 
a country-seat, not to be inhabited, 
but of great use as the spring 
whence flow the funds to keep hiui

Every Irish agitation is 
to his private purse, and a 
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