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Bt. Rev. James A. McFaul, bishop 
Hof Trenton, IÎ.J., Saturday-, Aug.. 4. 
addressed the Knights of Columbus, 
assembled at Atlantic City, N.J., to 
celebrate "Embarkation Day." The 
subject was the same as that which 
attracted so much public attention 
to his address delivered about two 
months ago At Trenton : "The in
fluence of Organization." The bishop 
aaid in part :—

"It gives me much pleasure to be 
With you on this memorable and in
teresting occasion when you cele
brate ‘Embarkation Day,' and bring 
out prominently in the exercises of 
your Order the importance of the 
voyage of the great Columbus to the 
New World, and its effects upon the 
destiny of the nations*. Besides, the 
theme upon which I have been in
vited to address you is congenial — 
one which is very de ai* to me:# ' The 
Influence of Organisation’ ; for. It 
Teaches out along the same lines as 
the address which T had the honor 
to deliver before your brother 
Knights in> Trenton. You are well 

; aware of the prominence which has 
been given to the thoughts expressed 
on that occasion. The subject treated 
has been widely discussed, and it Is 
to be hoped that *Catholics as well 
as non-Catholics are now beginning 
to realize that there is much discri
mination against Catholics; that big
otry has not only striven to prevent 
us from obtaining • our rights as Am
erican citizens, but that, in very 
many instances, it has succeeded.

"You remember • that, in my Tren
ton address, I distinctly stated my 
opposition to a Catholic political 
party, saying that such a movement 
would be unwise; that I even went 
so far as to advise against the ex
cessive accentuation of our rights as 
American citizens. This clear declar
ation of my position, however, was 
of no avail. Thetbigots immediately 
commenced to misrepresent me. They 
always know what a Catholic bishop, 
or a Catholic priest, intends to say 
better than he does himself. In vain 
does he protest, in the clearest lang
uage, that he has been misrepresent
ed. They are too shrewd to be dup
ed, and are certain that he means 
just the very opposite of what he 
asserts. They scent their prey from 
afar, and are of the number of those 
so well designated by one of our 
public men when he said : ' They
know it all, but -generally know it 
all wrong.'

"But, why efaould we take up our 
time with misrepresentations ? The 
bigots, after all, ore in a minority. 
Americans, as a rule, are intelligent 
and liberal-minded—anxious that all 
men shall possess - equal rights, and 
ready to assist m a just and honor
able cause—to them we make our 

. appeal. This great: audience will ap
plaud the courage with whiclf we 
express our convictions; stand shoul

der to shoulder with us in the at
tainment of our Tights, and' assist 
us to redress the grievances we are 
suffering. It is necessary, however, 

‘to assure them that we make no de- 
rmand simply as Catholics; but that 
we insist on possessing all the 
frights and privileges of American 
•citizens; and that -we will endeavor, 
-by every legitimate means guaran
teed to American citizens, to obtain

"Let no one suppose that this is a 
movement to introduce Catholics, as 
Catholics, to political office. We 
■know very well that in the United 
States political office does not be
long to the adherents of any form 
-of religion, as such. It is, however, 
the right of every American citizen, 
possessing the requisite qualifica
tions for political office, not to be 
•discriminated against simply because 
he is a Catholic, or because he has 
favored Catholics, when there was 
question of their rights .-as citizens.

"Non-Catholics tell us:. 'Keep reli
gion out of politics.' Weireply, 'That 
is just what we desire.' But they 
hardly practice their own advice or 
we would ceqtainly see Catholics bet
ter represented, in proportion to 
their numbers, in the affairs of our 
country. .

"It is not against any political 
party, as such, that we are «directing 
the attention of Catholics. With 
party affiliations i 
interfere. In our political 
relations we must, indeed, be 
and controlled by the laws ot 
tty. There hi.not one codentWw'
another for’ the nation.

or

you to complain? What grievances 
are you suffering?’ I cannot presume 
to occupy your time long enough to 
enter fully into this phase of the suq- 
ject, but I shall mention some of 
them, and in doing so shall take 
the liberty to repeat the salient 
points of my letter to the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, 1 assembled in 
Boston, and of my address in ,Tren-

"Gentlemen, can any man, for a 
moment, suppose that, if we were 
united, not qs the senseless American 
Protective Association for the pur
pose of preventing our fellow-coun
trymen from obtaining their rights 
as citizens under the constitutions of 
the States and the nation, but in de
fense of those rights and of the re-, 
dress of grievances—that we would 
have been obliged to Listen to the 
heartrending tales of desecration and 
pillage which have come to us from 
the Philippines, or that several repre
sentative Catholics would not have 
been selected to investigate and re
port upon affairs so intimately con
nected with the welfare of the Cath
olic religion in those countries over 
which the flag of our country has re
cently been unfurled ?

"Again, would not the influence ac
cruing from union and its employ
ment in legitimate channels, whereby 
our representatives in State Legisla
tures and the National Congress 
would havejjeen brought to the ex
act knowledge of our grievances, 
have had some effect in beating back 
the efforts of bigotry, which have, we 
may say, destroyed our Indian 
schools?

"That you may readily understand 
the great injustice done these schools, 
permit me to employ the language 
used by Cardinal Gibbons and Arch
bishops Ryan and Kain, ip an ap
peal to the faithful for funds to sup
port these institutions : ' Despite the 
fact that religious Orders and other 
Catholic bodies have equipped schools 
for the education of Indian children 
—in full confidence that the Govern
ment would not reverse its recogniz
ed and successful policy of subsidiz
ing these schools—yet in the height 
of their success, and, notwithstand
ing that they were doing the work 
cheaper and better than it could be 
done by the Government, the greater 
part of the subsidy has been with
drawn, and eventually will be with
drawn entirely; and these well- 
founded good works of Catholic bene
volence, begun in good faith and with 
great expenditure of time and money, 
are "to be abandoned to their fate.'

"The objection to Government ap
propriation for these schools is the 
•old threadbare one, which is con
stantly in the mouths of fanatics : 
'The schools are sectarian.’ In this 
way they strive to cover up their 
preference for unbelief, when there is 
question of the doctrines of the Cath
olic Church. They would rather have 
the Indian children grow up without 
religious training than to be edu
cated as Catholics. In their blind 
hatred, they place themselves in op
position to all Christianity by de
signating a Christianity so diluted* 
that it is reduced to the level of a 
refined paganism with the title 'Non- 
aectarian.’ No one is so foolish as 
not to understand their motive ; no 
one so blind as not to perceive that 
the source of action is their frenzied 
hatred of the Catholic Church.

"I might proceed further and enu
merate many other grievances, such 
as want of representation on the 
boards of management of public in
stitutions, the compelling of Catho
lics to be present at non-C&tholic 
worship and instruction, the disre
gard of the regulations of our reli
gion in relation to .abstinence, etc., 
but I prefe#_to direct your atten
tion, at this- time, to other evils 
which demand an Instant remedy.

"Among recent outrages upon the 
Catholic •conscience is the civil mar
riage ^aw in Cuba, whereby it is de
clared that only civil -marriages are 
legal. The effect of this decree of 
General Brooke is to degrade mar
riage, to ■ make it a mere civil con
tract, and the religious celebration a 
mere ceremony without value in the 
eye of the civil law. What possible 
necessity could there be far a depart
ure in Cuba from the law existing in 
the United States, which recognizes 
the validity of the religious cere
mony as regards civil1 effects? This

simply another example of the dis- 
of Catholic rights against 

wé should most earnestly pro-

tyranny and oppression in the old 
lands- beyond the sea! They fled from 
countries cursed of monarchy and re
ligious persecution; they came into 
this great land, they have spent their 
blood and treasure in the founda
tion of its liberties, they have helped 
to cement and bind together the 
magnificent edifice of freedom in this 
Western World; and with the help of 
God, we, children, will defend and 
enjoy our constitutional rights.

"It is not necessary now for me to 
say through what channels the in
fluence of Catholics should be exer
cised, nor to sit&te how Catholic so
cieties may unite, preserving their 
identity and special objects, for the 
purpose of obtaining our constitu

tional rights and removing griev
ances. Suitable measures will gradu
ally suggest themselves to the lead
ers among the laity, as the cause 
grows and prospers and passes from 
theory to practice.

"These are the thoughts which for
cibly presept themselves to my mind 
on this occasion. Warm them, into 
life, cherish them, take the other 
Catholic societies of the country into 
your confidence, discuss the problems 
I have proposed with a view to their 
best solution; thus will you imitate 
the courage of the illustrious figure 
whose name you revere, and confer 
countless blessings on your co-reli
gionists and on our beloved coun
try.’’

AIMS OF SECRET SOCIETIES.
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Hundreds of pamphlets have been 
written by clergymen and laymen on 
various subjects concerning our reli
gion which are invaluable as an in
structor to the masses of the Cath
olic laity but through some unknown 
cause they are seldom seen in their 
hands. Frequently the ‘ 'True Wit
ness’’ has reviewed these publications 
which are written in a manner that 
is most entertaining. In order to 
more fully point out -this fact, we 
now reproduce the introductory por
tion of one dealing with the subject 
of secret societies, from the pen of 
that prolific and able controversialist, 
Rev. J. W. Book, R.D., and pub
lished by B. Herder, 17 South Broad
way, St. Louis, Mo. :

NAME AND OBJECT.
Thomas : I come to your reverence 

this evening on a very important 
mission, a mission that seems to en
gross in our day the minds of the 
American people. However, Father, I 
do not wish to monopolize your 
time; do tell me, are you at leisure 
just now?

Father : I am, sir; especially if 
your mission is of so much import
ance.

Thomas : Well; it is of great inter
est to me as well as to some of my 
friends. You see, Father, we are 
jl$pt starting on the voyage of this 
life, full of "ups and downs.’’ Of 
course, "competition is the life of 
trade,” but too much of it has a de
pressing influence on a young man 
wishing to keep up with the progress 
of this great world. One man is not 
the world; we need mutual assist
ance; therfore, we meet face to face 
with "combines, trusts and so
cieties.” By the way, Father, I 
think the Catholic Church is too strict 
in s<Hne things, for instance, as to 
"secret societies. Only good men be
long to them; the are " charit
able" institutions and the members 
"help each other in business." To 
tell the truth, I am getting more lib
eral on some questions; though, far 
be it from me to live or die anything 
else but a Catholic. Father, what do 
you think about the propriety of 

•joining one or two secret societies?
Father i You take me by surprise 

Thomas/ I have always looked upon 
you as a man . of deep thought and 
well-grounded faith. But, I see you 
are dyed in liberalism and your faith 
is becoming very unsound. To be 
"liberal" in assisting the poor, the 
orphan and the widow is a noble and 
Christian trait; on the other hand, 
to be "liberal" in receiving or re
jecting truths revealed by God is 
nonsense pure and simple. Think, for 
one moment of God speaking to you 
directly or through His divinely in
stituted Church, and consider your
self weighing His words in the scales 
of human reason to see whether they 
should be accepted or rejected ! This 
would be conceit in you and an in
sult offered to' your Maker, and this 
is the sum and substance of a "lib
eral" religion. You, Thomas, must 
have moved in the society of those, 
who were very narrow-minded or 
whose education has been sadly neg
lected*. They are superficial thinkers; 
they have learned by heart a few 
bombastic and meaningless phrases, 
which fill them to overflowing. To 
follow these men blindly is to act 
the part of an ape. You are a man; 
therefore act manly. You have much 
more right to weigh their words 
than they have to weigh God’s words. 
Weigh them and weigh them well — 
give each word its full meaning and 
its full force, and you will not be 
considered "liberal" by the world.

Thomas : I know Father, " not 
everything that glitters is gold " ; 
but, we must give our neighbor® due 
credit. Many things ip secret so
cieties commend themselves to Chris
tians in general and fven to us Cath
olics.

Father : It is surely not the name?
Thomas : Well, what objection

could you have to the word Freema
son ?

Father : Its a misnomer. Members 
Of freemasonry are never " free" and 
seldom "masons."‘They absent them
selves from home—they spend hours 
at the lodge-room—they return late

THE IRISH COLLEGE IN PARIS*

at night to wife and children who 
ask impatiently : "Papa what have 
you been doing so long?"

"Dear wife and beloved children, 
please, do not insist on an answer 
to this question. You see, I am not 
only a "mason," but am also "free," 
though I have taken an iron-clad 
oath never to breathe to you my wife 
and to you my sons and daughters, 
what I know and do." Thomas, is 
this, freedom?

Furthermore, most members of this 
slociet.v are not "masons" at all. 
They are clerks, book-keepers, teach
ers, preachers, tailors and sewing- 
machine agents; men who would not 
and could not handle a.trowel. And 
yet they are pleased to call them
selves "masons." This is humbug. 
As a rule masons (mechanics) build 
up; but, sometimes they are called 
upon to tear down a building. In 
the latter sense the members of this 
organization may be called "masons" 
with some propriety, for, as wc shall 
see, they are engaged in the nefari
ous work of tearing down God’s 
Church.

Thomas : What about the name 
Odd Fellow ?

Father : The name condemns itself. 
Odd means queer—"Queer Fellows." 
If they consider themselves "queer" 
they can have no objections to ouç 
doing so.

Thomas : T admit, the Free Ma
sons as well as the Odd Fellows 
have been somewhat unfortunate in 
naming their organizations. How
ever, what objections could be raised 
against the Knights of Pythias on 
this score ?

Father : One thing is Commenda
ble in them ; they show their colors 
at once; they exhibit their opposition 
to Christianity by their very name. 
Why have they chosen a "heathen" 
as their patron ?

Thomas : But, Father, Pythias was 
full of brotherly love—ever ready to 
assist his fellow-man.

Father : Yes, especially & certain 
man. However, why have recourse 
to "heathenism" to find a model 
man? Has not Christianity produced 
thousands and millions ,of models for 
us to follow ? Our orphan asylums, 
our hospitals, our institutions for 
the insane, deaf and dumb, our 
homes for the old and infirm; all are 
the fruits of Christianity. To "heath
enism" these charitable institutions 
were a "tabula rasa."

To. tell the truth, Thomas, the 
devil had his hand in this. He is a 
sharp and shrewd fellow; he said to 
himself the victory is half won, if I 
only succeed in drawing the atten
tion of men from Christianity. In the 
case of these Knights he succeeds 
well, admirably well. A "heathen " 
patron was preferred to a Christian.

Thomas : Evidently, the choice was 
net very flattering to Christians. 
However we must look at the ways 
of the world "cum grano salis." Let 
me call your attention to one more 
secret society, I mean the Knights 
of Honor. Surely, there can be no 
objection to their name. Christians 
and heathens ought to be men of 
honor. These Knights tell* us only 
good men belong to their order.

Father : They do so, it is true; and 
I have been told so by them time and 
again. But, they are sometimes reck
less in handling the truth. One mem
ber made this assertion in my pre
sence when I knew his wife was re
fused d*edit in his name for a box of 
shoe-blacking.

We must look at the question from 
a Catholic standpoint. A man with
out faith is not a "good" man. 
"Without faith it is impossible to 
please God," says the Apostle of the 
Gentiles. A man who is divorced 
from hie lawful wife and marries an
other is also a bad man. One who 
does not hear the Church is any
thing but good, for our Savior says: 
"If he will not hear the Chm-ch, let 
him be to thee as a heathen and a 
publican." As a rule, the most god
less men occupy the most prominent 
positions in these lodge»; men like 
Tngersoll are received with open arms 
provided they pay their dues. Now, 
to say that "only good men” belong 
to them is enoi^ht to provoke a 
■mile from every man of common

I must tell you something about 
the famous "Irish College" of Paris. 
It is an old institution. The old 
Lombard College was given over to 
the Irish bishops of Louis XIV’s., 
time and to-day, although the pre
sent college is a modern structure, 
it is supported out of the revenues of 
the land and houses be
longing to the Lombard College. For 
seven hundred years there has been 
on institution of learning on the 
hill of St. Genevieve specially devot
ed to the education of candidates for 
the sacred ministry in the Irish 
Church; and the Irish College of to
day is the heir of a long line of 
saints and scholars. Up to the year 
1871 the diocesan priests of Ireland 
conducted the college. Cardinal Loguc 
was a professor there for some years. 
Thirty years ago the Irish bishops 
made a compact with the Lazarists 
to conduct the college, and they have 
charge of the institution at the pre
sent time. The funds are invested by 
the French Government and the col
lege must be maintained in Paris. 
There are about 80 young men study
ing for the different dioceses of Ire
land in the college, and they hope to 
increase the number when some ne
cessary repairs made in late years 
arc all paid for. The cbllege is one of 
the oldest institutions in Paris, and 
is situated on Rue des Irlandais — 
"the Street, of the Irish." This brings 
to my mind the splendid reception

given to a number of Irishmen and 
their ladies who visited the Exposi
tion last week. It is unusual for the 
Parjs press to pay any particular at
tention to the nationality of the 
hundreds of thousands of visitors to 
the World’s Fair; but the announce
ment of a body of people from Ire
land coming to Paris seemed to call 
for a special notice, and it was giv
en with a will. "L’Eclair " fairly 
brimmed over with welcome. "The 
brave, generous Irish—the faithful 
friends of France—the only people in 
Europe who sympathized with France 
in her misfortunes of 1870—the peo
ple of France welcome them." The 
Irish have figured conspicuously in 
the ecclesiastical history of Paris. 
Two Irislunen were archbishops of 
Paris. An Irishman was president of 
the Sarbonne. Irishmen may be said 
to have founded that great institu
tion. Not only did Ireland furnish 
for several hundred years the profes
sors of the schools of France, but she 
opened the halls of her own great 
schools to the scholars who flocked 
to her shores from France in quest 
of -an education they could not get 
at home. For a thousand years St. 
Patrick’s Day has been observed in 
Paris, and during the Penal days it 
was the only city in the world in 
which the 17th of March was kept, 
as a public holiday.—Correspondence 
of Rev. D. S. .Phelan, in Western 
Watchman.
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Through the clouds of confusion 
that overhang China ever since the 
Boxer troubles begun, there are grim 
flashes of lightning that can be seen 
far beyond the horizon of the Ori
ent. One of thes«‘ çomçs in the form 
of the terrible, edict issued by the 
Fantai of Shantung. This fanatical 
document blames the Christians for 
having caused all the trouble in 
China, and declares that they must 
be all put vo the sword. There is 
nothing new in this, as far as Cath
olicity goes. The Catholics are so nu
merous in China to-day that they 
outnumber by four to one the non- 
Catholic Christian population. As a 
consequence, and despite the partial 
press that suppresses that which it
does not care to have - -known, th(ff during this month

'• Cork

may enter,

Catholic element is the one that has 
so far most suffered in China. There 
is a peculiar repetition of history in 
all this.

In the early days of Christianity 
the Roman emperors and the Roman 
people blamed the Christians for 
every misfortune that overcome them. 
If the reasons were unfavorable the 
Christians were declareyl to be the 
cause and edicts were launched 
against them. If any plague struck 
the land the fault, was set down at 
the door of the Christians. If fire 
swept the cities, or excessive rains 
swoled rivers, Or an extra dry pe
riod left its baneful effects upon the 
land, in each case the cry was " to 
the lions with the Christians." We 
thus see that history repeats itself 
in more ways than one; the same 
cry goes up to-day from the quasi
bar baric powers of the East, and the 
Christians are put to the sword. It 
would seem as if one of the princi
ples upon which Christianity is bas
ed is persecution—not by, but against 
the true followers of Christ.

When we seriously reflect upon the 
dark events now transpiring in China 
we can come to no other conclusion, 
than that the Church Militant is de
stined to have her martyrs unto the 
end of time. When St. Ignatius had 
given his admirable code of discipline 
to the Order of Jesus, that helped to 
spread the lights of the Gospel in 
every land, he prayed to God to 
grant his spiritual children the boon 
of persecution for Christ's sake. And 
if ever a prayer was heard and 
granted by Heaven, that one was 
surely of the number. From that day 
down to the present the Jesuit has 
been the object of an almost general 
persecution. Even in civilized Europe 
the Order has been suppressed, h or
ra seed, crushed, expelled; and the in
dividual members of the Order have 
known almost every imaginable op
pression that ignorance, or bigotry, 
or both combined, could produce. On 
a larger scale it has been the same 
with the Church. From "Peter in 
chains " to Leo in the Vatican the 
long line of the Papacy has suffered 
beyond measure at the hands of all 
species of men. But even as Leo the 
Great met and turned back the 
hordes of Attila, so will his worthy 
successor Leo XIII., by means of 
prayer protect the Christian mis
sions, and will turn back the tide of 
paganism and barbarism that men
aces to engulf, sooner or later, the 
whole of civilization. Throughout the 
long ages the Church has ever stood 
between mankind and the wrath of 
Heaven. 86e saves the world daily, 
and the world knowe it not.

prayers to be rec-ited for the safety 
of the persecuted Christians in the 
Far East, and already numerous con
gregations assemble every evening at 
Benediction in .all the churches of 
Rome to pray for their distant breth
ren. It is said by a correspondent 
that .the Holy Father intends to per
sonalty officiate at a solemn Requiem 
service for the repose of the souls of 
the victims of Chinese barbarism, to 
be celebrated shortly in the Vatican 
Basilica. Dr. Lopponi 1ms opposed 
the idea, owing to the present very 
hot state of the weather and -to the 
fatigue which the aged Pontiff would 
have to sustain, but the Holy Father 
has not abandoned his intention, and 
the Mass will probably be celebrated

tiff has addressed

Nearly nil the missionaries who 
have suffered martyrdom were Ita
lians, says the Roman correspondent 
of the "Catholic Times." Foremost 
amongst them, in the place of hon
or, I must quote Mgr. Fantos&ti, 0- 
F.M., in religion Father Antonino erf 
Trevi, Vicar Apostolic of Hunan. This 
brave apostle, who was born in 
1842, had devoted 33 years of his 
life to successful missionary work in 
China, whither he first went in 1867, 
only revisiting his country once, In 
1888, on the occasion of Leo XIII.'s 
sacerdotal jubilee. It is interesting 
to know that he was a great friend 
of the Pecci family, having studied 
at the Franciscan Convent of Corpin- 
eto, where he became the special pro
tege of Count Giovanni Battista Pec
ci, the Pope’s brother, whose son, 
Count Ludovico Pecci, has ordered a 
solemn Requiem Mass to be cele
brated in the Cathedral of Carpineto 
for the repose of the heroic Francis
can’s soul. Mgr. Fantosati's com
panions in the glorious ordeal of 
martyrdom were three young Friars 
of the some Order—Father Ceeidio, 
of Fossa, aged 23: Father Stephen, 
of Rnnteramo, aged 33; and Father 
Joseph, of Galliate, aged 31. The lat
ter had spent four years in China, 
but the two former only left Italy 
last year for the distant land where 
they have found the palm of vic
tory.

The news from China this week is 
of a more hopeful character, and cer
tainly leas sensational than it has 
been for weeks past. From .Wash
ington comes the report that Minis
ter Wu has received an edict under 
date of August 5, in which the Chi
nese Government permits the powers 
to hold open and free communication 
with their ministers. This includes 
the sending of cipher messages.

Another report from the same 
quarter says :

As a result of the conference two 
days ago between the President, Act-, 
ing Secretary of State Adee, Secre
tary Root and General Corbin, a 
cablegram was sent early, this morn
ing to Consul-General Goodnow, in
cluding a copy of the dispatch from 
Minister Conger, and advising him of 
tho situation as it is understood 
here. He was directed to communi
cate this to Earl Li Hung Chang, to 
Sbeng, and to such viceroys 
transmit it to whatever gov 
there is in the Chinese Empire, 
table contained what is said to 1 
very emphatic statement of the t 
tion of this Government, e 
actftm is immediately 
While it Um * —*•- *»
ultimatum, it i 
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