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Competition in Flock Management.

At the annual meeting t_he pntario Sheep Breeders’
Association, held in Toronto in February, James Douglas,
*of Caledonia, the president of the Association, suggested
that a competition be startgd among the sheep breeders
similar to the Field Crop Competition which has done
so much during the past few years to improve the
quality of crops grown 1n Ontario. At the meeting
the idea met with favor 21}](14“1(3 matter was left in the
hands of the Executive. I'his body of men acted (]\1»1(‘1\—
ly, and already have worked out rules and regulations
for a competition and drafted a score.card for judging
the flocks. A number of flocks have already been entered
in the competition but there is no reason why practically
every flock in the Province S.h(')!llti not compete for the
liberal prizes which the Association have offered.

The Province is divided into twelve districts for the
competition. They are: 1, Carleton and Lanark
Counties; 2, Renfrew County; 3, Durham, Northumber-
land and Peterboro; 4, Ontario and Victoria; 5, Parry
Sound and Muskoka; 6, Dufferin and Simcoe; 7, Bruce
and Grey; 8, Huron and Middlesex; 9, Essex and Kent;
10, Manitoulin Island; 11, Temiskaming, Sudbury and
Nipissing District; 12, Algoma, Rainy River and Thunder
Bav Districts. The conditions of entry are that the
rorilpetimrs must be members of the Ontario Sheep
Breeders' Association, and must agree to sell their wool
through this Association in order that points for wool,
on the score card, may be awarded on its preparation
and condition. In awarding the prizes, the following
points will be taken into consideration; health of the
flock, dipping, docking, castrating, winter care, lamb
crop, type of ram used, and condition and preparation
of wool when shipped to Guelph for sale. With the
exception of the type of ram, the possible score for each
item is ten, and for the type of ram twenty. Owners
of grade or pure-bred, large or small, flocks could enter
the competition and the rivalry, which would naturally
be created, should tend toward better care of the flock
and in more modern methods of handling the golden
hoof being adopted. The score card which the As-
sociation has drafted puts a premium on type, uniform-
ity, quality and cleanliness of the fleece, fleshing, lamb
crop, general conditions, etc. Sheep owners entering
the competition will naturally examine their flocks
to see if improvement can be made. This will tend

*to culling of the breeding flock, to the use of better rams,

to caring for the flock so as to produce the best quality
of wool, and to make provision for keeping the fleeces
free from burs and dirt. Lambs will be docked at the
right time and none of the bucks will be castrated. All
this will tend to improve the sheep industry of the
Province.

We believe the idea is to secure men to do the scoring
who are capable to holding demonstrations in docking,
castrating, fleece tying, etc., and who are in a position
to "give breeders, amateurs in particular, valuable
information in flock management.
~ Could'not a similar competition be inaugurated with
beef cattle, dairy cattle and swine? It would undoubtedly
tend toward improvement in the herds. Many of the
young men just starting for themselves would enter such
competitions and through them gain information
w]m:h they could make use of in their breeding and
feeding operations. Individual and group classes In
the show-ring have brought results. Let us have more
flock and herd competitions open to the breeder of
grade stock, as well as the breeder of pure-breds

Canada's Live Stock Position

Never Better.
_In a recent issue of “The Farmer's Advocate'’
It was announced that H. S. Arkell, Live Stock Com-
missioner, would shortly return to Canada after spend-
g some time in Great Britain closely studying the
11_)({5*‘!’“”1*\ ol extending the development of (‘(lnfu_]kn\
vesstock industry to meet after-the-war conditions
In the markets of Great Britain and other European

countries.  Mr, Arkell returned to Ottawa on Tuesday,
'\F”E] &, and 1t w

was our pleasure to talk with him on the

following ; . X
Li “\\S“]"\] Gt I'here is no doubt in the mind of the
sl\'l Stock Commissioner as to the future of our live-

CR - andustry ['here is no disposition on his part

to ¢lo . > : 8

I fxl]f Ss over any deficiencies in our marketing or pro

( 1c 1 ) [ . ~ .
lon methods for the purpose of enouraging Canadian

live- o 2 .
\vi([\“;\ k- niey tHe is, rather, more inclined to view
e l[ pleasure the splendid opportunities for a develop-
en ‘ ’ ORE '
of ou port trade in live stock and live-stock

prodt T TR g : .
f Iets anc t the same time to recognize that these

")ilt).[i)("”xl.,i‘lw,;" ’ Ul be lost to us unless we immediately
I"“El\mml.h””d ‘H? ?hvm‘ Notwithstanding the un-
on e & unnecessary _delay on the part “’, the

‘ rmment in dispatching a man overseas

‘\:’(.“Q‘\,'f,‘],’(' our live-stock interests in the British markets,
trade rel. ‘_‘]j Is an evident desire to strengthen
people of ( ‘ ;7"” nn UH' l:lnlnn“, on the part of the
ties: ar: il e itain. The majority of these opportun.
over, an| en ) 74( ‘bul.nh(m\. [he war 1;, we hQ[ug
0 that can ‘1!‘4”'\",{?'(' very greatly demoralized
the precep: < very plainly, Canadians must sieze
the vore s ”"l‘l circumstances and turn them to
ey ossible account while our advantage of
of para I jf‘ an mkul\m\km‘(t\.“1,_1] be \HII’«Hll‘iv«!
canva ‘l‘“[””“”““ _ That is to say, a careful
to drax vesstock situation by those qualified
thing conclusions, \\1]! \iu_)\\ Ilmf in some
faction Llan  compete, with increasing sati
well req ‘i;\‘u\“ market, while in others, not so
the gp. there in the past, we must proceed with
the ne ”f‘} thoughtfulness 51 with
quick action ['he fact must be driven
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Ih"":’:“l(l)lrll(i:n']m,i]l: .(lul)\:vmmmlt and people that live-stock
i (‘()1:b~ l‘)(,f (*{1(\{)L11';1g(‘(l. along sane lines. There
EVErywhers ”15&;. or Canada in this regard. Farmers,
lve. stoek, s i I, :\r_kvll‘hi\s accurately interpretad
Gicinted \\’i!;“((l'“f)nl: in Europe, must be made ac-
convinced th 1' }H‘ mi& ;xAml,_ hlrth(’*r‘, they must be
e ].x 11} -f«l([\.;l}(" facts. luans end there
E e b ; 11‘- ')Hlﬁ T('h])(»ll*[l)!ll[)’ to be borne by all, if

At ake advantage of the apparent opportunities.
.. The horse industry, for instance, is generally con-
\“IN‘.” to be about as reliable a barometer of live-stock
H)ll(h(lmn\ as may be found. It is no secret that need
be veiled in obscurity, that for some years thé horse
industry in Canada has not been particularly flourishing.
While there have been other causes than a growing
populatity of motor vehicles and machinery, it is never-
lht'lf-.\s true that chronic pessimists and mournful
.’””_N comforter’s have gone up the sideroads and down
again, pushing the horse from his former place and
""I“f\“”’f]f‘( him to the back acres. Fortunately, habitual
depression is not a common characteristic of all the
people so that there are still a few good horses in Canada
and material for breeding more. That they can be
sold on a good market seems to be Mr. Arkell’s well
formed opinion. He is convinced that Canadian horse-
men can find a ready market in Great Britain and other
countries within the next few years for good, heavy,
clean-limbed horses, provided that in our haste to take
advantage of this market we do not spoil it by un-
scrupulous exploitation. Army horses are being sold
in considerable numbers it is true, but even the pick
of these are not the type required by large transportation
companies in the large cities of Great Britain. This
particular market will take the pick of our draft horses,
and London was never so short of horses as at present,
in Mr. Arkell’s opinion. Horses of good quality have
found and doubtless can still find a market there at
prices ranging around £160. We have in Canada a
considerable quantity of light farm horses which are of a
type that move rather slowly. Poland offers us a
market for horses of this type just as soon as finances
can be stablized. Her requirements of these horses
weighing from 1,100 pounds and up, were stated to the
Live-Stock Commissioner, on the hest of authority, to
to be about 600,000 head. Naturally, therefore, if we
organize to meet this demand at the moment it confronts
us, we may rid Canada of many lizht farm horses we do
not need.

The beef situation is interecting to say the least.
It is equally important and to a certain degree com-
plicated. It is well to acknowledge at the outset, that
in the past we have suffered severely because of com-
petition from the Argentine and Australia, as well as
having to meet other competition from Brazil, South
Africa and New Zealand. Before the war, the Argentine
for example, supplied the British market with a very
heavy carcass, steers dressing up to 800 pounds and
exceedingly well bred. These weights yield very heavy
carcasses and are in excess of those exported from this
country. However, we have plenty of opportunity if
we develop it, in spite of the fact that it is doubtful
if we can compete in cost of production with Argentina.
Careful investigation will be needed to ascertain whether
the former preference for heavy cuts of. beef will con-
tinue in Britain, because bacon and beef have been
distributed so generally in England, according to Mr
Arkell, as since the signing of the armistice. This is
not a purely temporary condition due to reaction from
food British workmen are more favorably
situated financially than ever before and the present
trend of industrial relations points to a continuance
of these conditions. This being the case it is probable
that smaller cuts will be in demand, which will provide
a market for 24 to 30 months old steers weighing 1,300
to 1,500 pounds. This condition then, calls for the
most applied thought an¢d investigation, to
determine our most favorable position with regard to
the meat trade.

control.

closely

There is another consideration with regard to beef
that lies with the export of stocker and feeder cattle
to Great Britain. Mr. Arkell recognizes that it is
highly desirable that we market our cattle well finished
and in the shape of chilled meat to the
possible extent But one must also consider the fact,
he argues, that thousands of live cattle are now being
exported from Canada to the United States, which
would serve us better if marketed in the same way in
England. If the latter were done, we would possess the
advantage of an alternative market for Canadian beef,
a condition that would, it 1s thought, tend to free the

greatest

Canadian farmer from undue control by the large pack
ers. This is a matter which is dependent, of course,
upon the removal of the British embargo, but strong
efforts are being made in this direction, the success
of which is somewhat problematical as yet. British
sentiment is ready to favor trade with Canada an¢ there
is this much in our favor
Not much of a market should be anticipated in
Roumania, Serbia, Greece and other Balkan States
for dead meat IFrance, too, does not want to send much
moneyv out of the country Thercfore, so far as these
nations are concerned, we should count on nothing more
than more or less tempora demand for breeding
toc! Fhose people will eat largely of cereals
Sy far . hacon is concerncd we have never had
¥ rvorable n o opportunity to (\T,g]v‘is}[ ourselves.
[} I g coming from Denmark and
Holland s nil. American bacon is distinctly out of
f o and ar the g nt time Cana‘lian packers have
ore ord han 1l can fll ['he Commissioner 1s
fullyv convineed tho there will i market for all the
(anachian ba 1N pros tor some time to come
hitable pri Butl it must be remembered that
) ( I ¢ bacon and all that thi

751

tmplies in qualily and a guaranteed product. Stoa
sheep, too, can find a ready market, says Mr. Arkell,
if the embargo can be removed.

Our egg business is on a sound footing so far as
d(‘m.’x'nd 1s concerned. The reduction of poultry in
Russ_x;x, France, The Balkans, Egypt, Holland and Den-
Mmar is enormous and there is no egg supply to be antici-
]mt(n!v from these countries for some time to come.

What must we do to meet the situation? We were
told that three things seem of immediate importance
now: first, the completion of organization in Canada
to supply to the British market what we know it de-
mands and further to ascertain facts that require in-
vestigation. Second, we need a publicity campaign
of some effective sort to put the facts before the Canadian
["‘”l}'(‘: and third, we must develop special export organ-
1zations to take care of whatever export business in
live animals may be open to us, particularly wits regard
to horses. Needless to say, if we are to fall heir to a
trade with Great Britain and the rest of Europe such
as has been sketched above, we need in Great Britain a
permanent man who will look after our interests. There
should have been one there months ago and he is needed
more than ever now.

THE FARM.

The Rural School Problem.

EpI1TOR ‘‘THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE'': .

““What is wrong with the rural school?' is a question
you have editorially asked in a recent issue. Much
is wrong; but the chief difficulty, at the present time,
is that few are really concerned about the question at
all, and consequently i: is not being properly investi-
gated. The first thing that should be done is to arouse
an interest in the whole matter. Get farmers and their
wives thinking about it, and a beginnirg will have been
made.

S. B. McCready, in a recent article, states that a
thoro gh and complete diagnosis of rural education
would ieveal the fol owing condition:—

1. A lack of idealism.

2. Rural education is inadequate.

3. It has been non-progressive.

1. It is incomylete.

5. It s not nat e of the soi'.

). The t aching force s weak.

7. It lacks the organized support of wom:n.

8. It is poorly supported financially.

A swe ping indictment surely; and one pretty well
justifizd, as one will see on reading Prof. McCready'’s
article! What is to be done? The first thing as I
said, is to beg n to investigate and discuss, and then to
agitate. But we must see clearly what we wafit before
we begin to agitate. There is no use in mere ‘‘knocking."’
We must generally. agree upon a forward policy, and
then some headway may be looked for. Meanwhile, I
venture to make a few general observations for the pur-
pose of provoking thought and discussion.

In the first place, I am disposed to think that a good
deal will depend upon agriculture’s getting a square
deal from an economic point of view. If agriculture
becomes sufficiently attractive to draw labor and
capital, and if thereby we get a relatively permanent
rural population who are not looking elsewhere for their
satisfactions, attention will naturally be given to all
rural institutions, the school included. But if rural
depopulation is not checked, in fact, if it is not reversed,
there isn't much hope of mending matters so far as
education goes. A decadent industrial class cannot be
expected to do much in the way of helping themselves,
and the e isn't any use in imposing a “‘system’’ upon
them that they don't want. But, on the other hand,
we must remember that the school in itself is a factor
in regenerating rural life, and while its efficiency depends
upon general economic conditions, it will" have an
important influence in shaping those conditions. The
relationship between the social life of a community and
that community's institutions is extremely close, a_n(l
neither one can prosper or deteriorate without reacting
upon the other. “‘Action and Reaction are equal and
np[)rr\ilt‘.” )

In the second place, 1 would suggest that the Ontario
farmer do not depend upon the Provincial Department
of Education for much in the way of leading and
guidance. Officialdom inevitably tends towards con-
servatism and stagnation, and politicians will not risk
office in order to strike out along new (and for a time
unpopular) lines. We ought to get assistance from the
E-ducation Dzpartment; but we shall be wise not to lean
upon them. Better take the matter into our own hands
and canvas the whole sittation. The women's organiza-
tions in particular have a keen interest in this question,
and we can, I think, look to them to keep the matter
to the fore.

\l\ OWNn VICWS upon the question of rural educ atton
have been fairly definite for a long time, but I have not
given expression to them in recent yean Permit me
now to outline these views in bricf

[n the first place, I think we should hav: distinctly
an Education for Country Life ['his would imply that
life in the country was, in itscll, eminently 4!('\.il'.li_)l(’,
and offered abundant ope for all kinds of activities.
And it would imply that o il education should be

would not imply, of

framed with such 1 mind It
I ited solely for farm

course, that

ANVOII hould be educ

l[ife, or that we should ha wothing but fechnical
instruction in agricultor \We are all citizens, urban
and rural alike, I we are all human., We must,
therefore, hi I ot Finyointerests in common,

having the curricula

which won I yrom 1]l
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