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Variety in Farm Life.

Eprtor THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE:

DEARr Sir,—Although there is probably
more variety about farm life than almost
any other profession we could mention, I
am convinced that there is ot enough
variety in the life of the average farmer.
Because of the increased amount of
chores due to winter dairying and stock
raising and the rush of work in spring
and summer, as well as to the growing
gcarcity of hired help, smany farmers find
little or no time for social or religious life,
without which their lives must become

sordid and narrow.

To be a successful farmer, from the
money-making standpoint, is surely not
enough. The writer knows of individuals
who, while possessed of the money-making
faculty, have in their later days shrunken
into the veriest shadows of men because
they lived solely for one thing, and
failed to obtain the means that give
wholesome variety to life. It is pitiful,
but it is true, that thousands of farmers
become so engrossed in money-making
and so occupied with the labors and
duties of farm life that they lose all
interest in, and finally all capacity_for,
the higher and nobler things.

It has been said that every man should
have not only a vocation, but an avoca-
tion. A man'’s regular work will be done
with greater dispatch and clearness of
mind, I believe, if he has some side issue.
some avocation to divert his attention
from the one line of thought and action.
There are certain things which even as
busy farmers we cannot afford to leave
out of our lives if we would develop and
reach the highest standards of manhood,
as well as know that variety which is the
spice of life.

Let us never be too busy to travel a
little, if it is only one short trip a year.
Travel is a great means of education, not
only because of what we see, but because
of the people we meet. It gets us away
from ourselves and widens our mental
horizon as perhaps nothing else can do.

Let us never be too busy for a little
good reading. The farmer whose only
reading matter is the daily paper is
missing a wealth of good things that
are, after all, about the cheapest com-
modity (valued in dollars and cents) to
be found on the market. After a hard
and trying day's work I have picked up
my Whittier or Longfellow and, in the
words of the latter, ‘“‘the cares which
infested- the day have folded their tents
like the Arabs and silently stole away.”

Let us never be too busy for a little
sport in our lives. After all, we are only
grown-up boys, and we will do our work
ywth greater zest and renewed energy
if occasionally we shoulder a fish-pole or
get out with the boys on the baseball
dlamgnd. Don’t let the excuse of being
too tired or not having time prevent us
from getting out at least once in a while
with the boys in their innocent and
wholesome sports. I have known men
who ever seemed possessed of the buoy-
ancy of youth and whose lives were
fresh and lightsome because they had
f)l;e happy faculty of being one with the

ys.

“Rare is the soul, fair is the soul
That has kept, after, youth be past,
All the art of a child, all the heart of a
* child,
Holding his childhood fast.”

) Then'let us not be too busy for religion
In our lives. There are too many farmers
to whom Sunday comes like any other
day of the week, except that perhaps it
brings a little more rest. A change is
Sometimes better than a rest, and for a
man to throw aside his working clothes
:ﬂdlso apfpc;u‘ c}can and well dressed in
ce of worship for an hour on the
Sagbgth will surely result in mental and
Ph}j51cal benefit, ‘not to mention the
social and spiritual good that should
result as well.
. ].t‘secms to me that farmers should be
€liglous and reverent, for they work in
Partnership with the Creator and have
80 many evidences in Nature of His
:?:ver and skill. Perhaps, after all, there
of.dmzu'xy \\"ho see Him in His great out-
temolou Who are never found in the
tillclrj eSfma(]e with hands. Let us, as
E 0:10 “the soil, be more religious, but
! r l(‘hgl“‘; be not a thing of form
custom, but something that shall
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direct from us you get your full money's worth in
goes to the middleman.
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S5¢. per rod.
60-inchy, $4.75; 72-inch, $5.60.

1143 King St., West 517 Notre Dame St.
; Toronto Montreal J &
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[ Guaranteed Full No.9 Gauge
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ERE are the lowest prices on the best-wearing Fence and Gates. Buying
fence value—none of |it

PAGE STANDARD GATE
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Height

L 48
3 feet..$2.55 $2.75
34° .. 2.75 3.10
9 49 ; « 310 3.45

6 @ .

Special Poultry Fence—Not painted. No. 9 top and bottom, balance No. 13

uprights '8 inches apart. 20-bar, 60-inch, 6ic. per rod; 18-bar, 48-inch,
Poultry Netting—Per roll of 150 feet, 24-inch, $2.35; 36-inch, $3.00; 48-inch, $4.00;

Freight’paid on orders for $10.00 or over. Send for complete price list.

PAGE ‘WIRE FENCE COMPANY, LIMITED

39 Dock St.
St. John, N, B,

Pace fence:: Prices(
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EVERYTHING NEW
FRESH—PURE
RELIABLE
Ask vour dealer or write
RENNIE'S — TORO?‘TO

ALSO AT

MONTREAL WINNIPEQ VANCOUVER

Big Potatoes

No other crop brings such big profits as a Success-
ful potato crop. To ensure success requires a lot of
cultivation. Take lots of time, too—unless you use
0. K. Potato Machinery. Then it's easy to look after
your crop. No excuse for failure. O. K. Maq}ltneu
will do each step of the work more efficiently and at
a big saving of time and money,

Get an O. K. Planter and give your crop a good
send off. The O. K. drops the seed in ﬂnely worked
soil and fertilizes and fills in on the same tnp'. Does
the work in a quarter the time of hand planting and
you get an even stand in rows that are easy to
cultivate and harvest.

s REE BOOK—"Money in Potatoes’’—a com-
v rltpeler&r rPr‘lanual. giving practfcal advice en every

phase of potato growing.
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POTATO MACHINERY

Co.. Limited. 491 geone Rd.,
GALT, ONT, .

CANADA

We challenge competitors to put their fanning
mills in our barn for a trial test with the ‘‘Kline”
Fanning Mill. We welcome such a test, because
in no other way is it possible to so decisively dem-
onstrate the superiority of the ““Kline’’ Fanning
Mill on all kinds of grain Once you see the
‘. Kline'’ in operation, no other fanning mill will do
for you. It is absolutely unequalled for separatin
wild oats, chess, light and small grain, smut ang
seeds. Has many features found on no other fan-
ning mill. Write for further particulars, prices and
terms. Agents wanted in unrepresented territory.

KLINE MANUFACTURING CO.
Beeton, Ontario

RACK CURED SEED CORN—AIll varieties.
Write us before placing your order for seed corn.
We have quantity and quality. Our seed corn
s all hand selected and thoroughly rack-cured.
ST. JOACHIM CORN GROWERS' CLUB,
Box No. 4 St. Joachim Ont.
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