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fore, sets it free. For this purpose the lime
should be fieshly burued, and 1ts beneficial
ac ion will be seen iu the amelioration of h avy
cla. lwnds wuicn coutain much fel i-par.., In
this cou try a similar means may be taken to
linerate the potash from  he green sand marls;
trials having shown that about two per cent. of
the potash can be set free by uigesting, in a
wet condirion, with quick-liwe for a few days.

Keasoning by anaogy, 'hs same method
would prove advautageous with leached wood
as es, whi-h have much puta-h not extracted
by ordinary lea ‘Ling, but which would be 1 ke-
ly to yield to caustic ine kep: in the presence
of moisture.- - Prairie Farmer.

HOW MUCH PORK WILL A BUSHEL OF CORN
MAKE ?

Some years ago, when I was just begi: ning
to farm, I was desirous of knowi g the best wa
of fat ening hogs, and L determined wo try the
d.iferent p ans and also 10 ascertain how much
HWK a barrei of corn would make. 1 made a

oored 1en and ¢ vere | it in; weizshed three
hogs and put them in ‘he nen. 1 also weighed
thiee of the sume size and put them in a dry
lot—average weizht one hundred and seventy-
five pounds. 1 fed six barrels of corn to -he
pix hogs. They were forty days eating the
co.n, with a plenty of sait and wa er. Their
average gain was seventy-five pounds ‘I he
hogs in the lot gained the most.  Une that was
fa tened in the lot gained eighty-eight prurds
One in the pen gain-d ighty-four pounds; the
others were not s thrifty.

& These hgs were about fourteen months old
when siaughtered. I put them up to the 25th
of October. 1 here wasa good deal of sleet and
gnow durinz the wonth - f November, whi. h
gave the hops in the pen an advantage they
would not have had if the weather had beeun
favorable; they were cach fed on the same
qualivy of grain, It also shows 1hat o:e bushel
of corn will make fifteen pounds of pork, and
that the six barrels of corn made eféven doilars
and twe vy-five cents worth of pork. at two
and one-half cents per pound; and that the
farmer gets twelve aud one-half cen's for his
lubor of feeding per hushel, cver selling at
twenty-five cenis pe bushel. Hogs will fatten
faster in September and Uctober than they wiil
in colder weather.

Another very important question or inguiry

sugy sts itself fr m he foregoing, and ihat is,
W hat is 1t wo:th to raise hogs to the averaxe
weight of one iundred a dseventy -five pounds?
It may be ifficult to determine the ex ¢t value
of tue giass clover and_ grain fiel 18 that the
hog+ feed on_while growing to a gross weight of
one hundred and seventy-five or ftwo tiucdred
guuuds, but with these as<stants I can 1aise a
ng to weigh one hundred and sever ty-five
pennds and over, with one barrel of corn. It
will be seen from these estimates that two
barrels « f cern, w1 h the advantage of grass,
clover and grain fields, will p-oduce about two
hundred pounds of net p.rk to two hundred
and tifty pounds gross
Hogs do best in large fields, with p'enty of
water, and the farmer who cuts up bis corn in
the months of Sept mber and October, a d
hauls it out on his tields, will be -mply paid for
his labor. in the improve vent of his lan 1, froic
the stalks and manure of hogs. It i3 a greal
saviny of labor to turn the hogs in the field
when the quantity of hogs and the size of the
field suit. —Cor. vhio Farmer.
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Agricultural Items.

Srupy Your SorL.—Mr. T. Guiwits,
of Montgomery County, N.Y., makes the
following judicious remarks ou a very im-
portant subject to farmers, which we copy
from the N.Y. Trebune :—

¢ The importance, the absolute necessity,
of an intimate knowledge of one’s own
land is a matter not sufficiently considered.
Analysis may aid, but chief dependence
must be placed on experience and experi:
ments, extending often through a long
series of years, Our most successful farm-
er hereabout is fully impressed with this
idea. He has been occupying the same
land since 1830, and to his careful observa-
tion each season reveals new secrets of his
goil, and the influence of climate, &c. He
is intelligent. and experience is the lamp
by which his feet are guided. He made
one of the best farms out of a poor one. He
has bren adding by purchase to the origin-
al acres until now he has a large area of
land, all alike good. Knowing the land
well, being in the same locality, he gives
the new acyuisitions similar treatment, and
in a few vears they are like the rest. The
treatment is entirely ditferent from that it
usnally received. Generally the land 18
plowed deeper, the manure all kept at
the surface, and grass and clover are
grown, ‘Where drainage is necessary, 1t 18

done at once. Corn is grown and 8o man-
aged that it is always a good crop. Heavy
sod is selected and the proper soil, with
treatment according. Now and then wheat
is raised, and sometimes peas. Sometimes
winter wheat follows a heavy crop of peas,
the peas leaviny the land in & rich, mellow
condition. Sometimes the fallow is resort-
ed to, as when a newly-purcbased piece
requires cleaning. Here is success of a
high order—perhaps the highest, when we
consider profit on the investment. This
man knows nothing of the science of furm-
ing as popularly taught ; he has his own
science gathered trom his own experience,
the science of his locality. To move to
another place, with soil and climate differ-
ent, and apply the same treatment, would
be injudicious. The knowledge of the
locality must first be acquired, and that
can only be donme by experience, taking
time. I'he same products are not grown,
or not to the same extent ; different man-
agement is required. And so, not only ten
different localities suggest each its treat-
ment, but the same tarm and even the
same field will otten vary,and that not
uutrequently with apparently the same
quality of soil. There is a secret, particu-
jarly as it atfects the quality of produce,
notably the grape and tobacco, that is yet
to be traced. Test alone will determine
this. Our scientific and practical men are
the best farmers, but only when they are
thoroughly practical as well as versed in
theory. Practice must be the first—first
\n importance—as it embraces the local
tacts not otherwise obtained. 1t can be
aided by theory,and that decidedly. Bu

it will be only aid, as books are an aid to

the thinking man, not the whole of the
main thing, as they are 8o often made.”

New Drarxixe Prow.—Recurring to the
su ject of plowivg. I am led to wention a new
drawming plow lately invented in Euogland,
which seems good in theory, as far as it goes,
but which will require some additional im-
rovemens to make it fulfili all the conditione
of a successful invention, It is described as
comprising * a series of plows placed one
behind the other, and arranged in the same
vertical plane, but at increasmg depth- below
the surface of the ground, so that each plow
may cut off its owu horizontal slice of] the
requived thickuess.” T e trouble with the
apparatus will be found in making the suil
1ise on the plows to the surface aud out latterly
to the ground at the edges of the ditch (with-
out increasing inordinately the length of the
machine ), as t. e earth can hard.y be torced up
an nc ine cf more than twenty-three degrees
by the simple forward motion of the plows.
S me mech nical device to aid the upward
and backward movement is req.ired, and it
15 to be hoped may be provided ; for there are
few Linprovements mo e needed in American
farming, than cheap and simple means of
making drains. It may be remarked, with
reference to agricultural machinery, many
inventions of fureign origin have a direct
pearing on some of the more extensive
branches of faiming here. As” for example,
an Ausiralian harvesting and threshing ma-
¢ ine, brought out a year or teo since, and
designed for the same purpose as several har-
vesters of Calif nnian origin, namely, of
“jeading” standing grain, threst.ing the
heads, and winnowing and sacking the grain.
[t ditfered
heads by a kind of metal ic comb, instead of
a harvester sickle. In the operation ot the
idea has been suggested in Eng and, and. if 1
remember rightly, patented in that country.

steam engine direct to
a reaping machioe,

over the ground. More recent than the above
Asphyxiator, exhibited at the

show in Wales.
which noxi ‘us gases aregenenated by chemica
means, and which has a
hand to force the gases outina -tream throuzt

the capture of prairie dogs, gophers, wood
chucks,

f om the latter in combing «ff the
severing them by the vibratory movement of

last ment oned device a somewhat andacious

It is to attach the connecting rod of asmall

the sickle or cutter of
thereby getting power
enough to cuta swath twelve or fifteen feet
wide, the strength of the horses attached
being exerted simply in moving the apparatus

and in quite a different linc, 13 a Vermin
late Cardiff
A smll vessel is provided in

|

fan-wh: e} worked by

1

a pipe. By thrusting the nozz'e of the p:pe
in-0 & rabbit hole the animal is quickly dnven
out. Perhaps the device could ~be applied to

to the profit of the farmers in some cases. and

New York.
LoxaeviTy oF FArMERs.—The d'fer.ven ol
longevity among the members of the «rdimiry
v.cations is, if we can rely upon statistics, very
warked. D+ Farr, the accompiisied Registrar-
General of England, to whon we are largely iu-
debted for information in relition to the laws
of health and sanitary progress, has, in lis
Fourteenth Report, given the warid the vesult
of his labors. Of the crdinary ocerpations
he makes twelve classes, viz. —Taitors : shoe-
makers ; farmers and graziers ; carpenters
and joiners ; butchers ; manufactiurers of woul.
cotton and silk ; bakers and confee ioners ;
hotel-keepers ; grocers ; miners ; tabourers
Sgnculmml and otherwise), and biacksmiths.

C all these classes, farmers were found to
livers, al-

be, on the whole, the longest
though, strarge as it may seew, the wmor-
tality among young farmers was, be-
tween the ages of tweuty-five and thirty-iive,
higher than the mortality among laborers at
corresponding ages. The classes among which
the heaviest rate of mortality was experienced
were winers, bakers, butchers, inn and beer-
shop keepers. Between the ages of forty-five
and fitty-five the annual rate of mortality
among the whole population of England was
18 in 1000. Statistics show that, out of the
«ame number of farme:s, twelve died; of shoe
makers, fifteen; of weavers and others em-
ployed in the manufacture of siik cotten and
wool, fifteen; of grocers, sixteen; of biack-
smiths, carpenters, tailors and laborers, seven-
teen; of miners, twenty; of bakers, twenty-
one; of butchers, twenty three; and of inn and
beer-shop keepers, twenty-eight. [Such is the
great longeviry of farmers compared to other
“lasses of soci ty. |—Industrial Monthly.

PorasH 1x THE SoIL NECESSARY Foop ror
g Poraro.—In order to produce good crops

the delight of the boys in al.—/. A Whitneu,

of potatoes it is necessary that the soil whereln
they are p'anted have within itself, or supplied
to it by manure, a suflicient quantity of pot-
ash. Every potato crop takes from the soll a
quantity of potash and of phosphoricact 1,which
“wust be supplied anew. D Nichols, in an
address to a board of agricultu e, thus tells
why a crop of potatoes exhausts the fertilizing
qualities of the goil:— A field of potatocs
vielding 200 bushels to the acre will remove
from the soil in tubers and tops at least 400
Ib. of potash; also it will remove 150 1b, ©
phosphoric acid.” Now,these amounts are very
large, and show that1he. potato. plant 15 a
great consumer of the two substances, and a'so
-how that in crder to restore our potato field:
to their former produstive comdition, we mu-t
supply phosphatic componnds and substances
holding potash in large quantities. For six o1
eight generations our farmers have been ex-
hausting the soil by these agents in then
potato and other crops, and we have reacher
the time when the vegetable is starving in our
fields for want of its proper food. —Our farmers
have found that new land gives the best crop 8
and this is due to the fact that such field-
afford the most potash. A putato field which
sives but one hundred bushels to the acre, re
quires at least one hundred and forty pounds
of potash; but by allowipg the tops to decay
npon the field, sixty pounds are restored to
the soil again, as that amount s contained in
them.
LerTeEr FRoM Fraxce.—We give sime ex-
tracts from the correspondence of the lowa
Homeste i :—Crops of 1872.-=TI is year the
havvest is excep 1onably good, whi-h make:
farmers foroet former losses and previous Bor-
row-. Spain ranks rext to France in havin
well filled graneries, then Switzerland, and
finally Germany. Root crops promise well
timq,:{h the blight has in some distr cts attacked
the potatr.  Back cattle and hogs are very
dear, and, as elsewhere. the meat (nestion 1s
one of prominence. Fall plowing:—French
farmers, as 8001 a3 the corn is Lited, or even
when it is ranged in shocks, break up the
stubb'e, eitherby a sk plongh, or, better, by
a scarifier. The advantages of a shoit fallow
are thus secured; the light covering the seeds
or.weeds are subjected to mduces them to
gprout and consequently to be destroyed by
subs quent tillage. The practice d«esget rid of
the we eds beyond doubt, to say nothing of the
b ‘netit the exposed soidederives from the at-
moaphere.
Cory Laxp ror Wuear.—The culture of
corn stubble for spring grain should begin in
the autumn—in fact the sncceeding crop shou'd
be kept iu view when tilling the cornin the
sumier, and an extra cultivation given quite

and similar burrowing quadrupeds,

late, in order to destroy weeds to as great an
extont as possible ; for the weeds which ripen

tii aunual seeds, or strengthen their per-
ent Licots after mid-summer, are great pests
i the grain crop the following year. But
aiter the crop is ff the field, preparation for
e teat crop shew'd begin by levelling the
surface with the plow and {\arrow, to be
followed by plowing. This fall ploughing
shortd he done as early as possib e, and wheu
thie ground 1s fairly dry, and if sul. (iling could
Le done, it would prove Lighly beneficial, us
the frost wen'd thus better ameliorate the sub-
ot thaw if left unstirred.—.dsn. Rural Home.
Tur Pork a¥p ComrN Crop.—It is the
opinion of thuse best’informed that the hog
ctop this vear will be 25 per cent. greater than
last season. 'The corn crop is now matured,
and advices from various parts of the country
indicate that it is one of the largest ever raised
in the West.  This, with the large surplus
left over from last vear, will keep the price
low, and bave a tendency to keep pork down.
Packers seem to think that they must buy at
less than §1.00 per hundred to make a safe
business. ln some portions of the country
there is & scarcity of hogs to consume the corn,
which may tend to keep prices up. Live hogs
are keeping up in Chicago to $5.00 yet.—Tow«
Homestead, e

Tur Poraro Disease.—Dr. Kuhe hay
<hown that the fungus which causes the potato
disease (Botrytris, ox Perénospora infestans)
only propagates itself while the potato plant
s Living. Therefore, the potato tuber receives
its infection from the haulon or stems, and
one potato cannot communicate the disease to
another.

CURING MEAT. —The Germantown Telegraph
says :—* To vne gallon of water add one and a

half pounds of salt, half & pound of sugar,
half an ounce of na(tpetre half an ounce of
potash. In this ratio the p}ckle to be increased
Lo any q\mntit{' desired. Let these be boiled
together until all the dirt from the sugar rises
to the top and is skimmed off. Then throw it

into a tub to cool, and when cold pour it over
your heef or pork, to remain the usual time,
say four or five wecks, The meat must be well
covered with pick e, and should not be put
down for at least two days after killing, during
which time it should be slightly sprinkled with
powdered saltpetre whic%\ removes all the
<urface blood, etc., feaving the meat fresh and
slean. Some omit boiling the pickle, and find
it to answer well; though the o ration of
boiling purifies the pickle by throwing off the
dirt always to be found in salt and sugar. If
this recipe is_properly tried it will never be
abandoned. T}wre is none that surpass it, if
so good. —_—

_ Tunnir-¥LY.—For the last fifteen years, on
sowing turnips, I provide, ready sla ed, one
ton of lime per acre. Assoon as the plants
ap-pear, the lime is spread from a cart over the
young plants in the rows. In hot seasons the
plants have had rough usage from their tormen-
tors, but sufficient plants escape. I never
mis-ed a crop, nor have I had to sow & recond
time. 1f evenly spread over the row, the
young plants wi% sush through the coat of
lime and present a beautiful green line on the
white surface. The lime must be put on dry,
and on a warm or hot and day ; for if anv
dew or moisture be on the plants t‘)ey will be
d stroyed. The lime must be ready to be put
on the moment the mis«chief begins, for in the
twenty-four hours of a hot season the fly can
ruin any crop; it is of no use then golog for
the lime.— Mr. Bainbridge, of OQulaton all,
Easzingqwold.

Canrots are recommended as feed for farn:
herses, as they save oats and give a fine gloss to
the skin, besides promoting a healthful con-
lition of the system. From 14 to2l pounds is
o liberal & lowance, anything over that beinu
apt to affect the kidneysgan induce excessive
staleirg. -—

PROLIFIC.—A Prescott paper speaks of n
stool of oats grown by Mr. Daniel Caughey,
which contained 55 shoots, each shoot averaging
150 grains, or 8,250 grains in all. A prett)y
good crop from one seed. It is an imported
varicty.

Ix EXGLAND there are about 40,000 acres of
young oaks and other growing timber planted
in enclosures, by anthority of actsof Parliament,
of which 10,000 were planted last year.

——

—

RoseLnA RICE tells the Ohio Farmer that it
in a great help in dog days to aid a gallon of
cold water to cream just before churning.

RrsoLurioNs.—The man who will not
execute his resolutions when they are fresh
upon him, can have no hope from them
afterwards ; they will be dissipated, lost
and stifled in the hurry-scurry of the
world, or swamped in the slough of iu-

dolence.




