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Top Dressing and Cultiv-ling‘

Alfalfa
I bive a field seedod last spring with
Ibs. of alfalfa au_ucre, along

with urse crop of oats. Owing to the
dry w ather the stand of alfalfa is very
thin some pluces, but in parts of the
fleld it is good euough to tempt me to
leave |+ down. I am now cutting the oats
and (ntend fo top dress the fleld with
manuce ns 800N a8 orop is off. 1 would
like to know if there is danger of injur

he alfalfa plants by discing or har

rowing immediately after the manure has
been applied—J. W. K., Glengarry Oo.,
Oat.

There would be great danger of
completely ruining the young alfalfs

plants should you attempt to disc or
harrow this field. To top dress with
manure, if applied with a manure
spreader and not too heavily, would
be practice and should mate-
rially benefit the young plants

You are well advised in keeping this
stand of alfalfa such as you haye
Should the weather prove favorable
from this time forward in all proba-
bility it will develop and prove to Le
a satisfuctory stand. The thin places
may be renovated next spring if such

attention is necessary, and oven a
comparatively light itand of alfalfa
will give a considerab's  yield more
w'han one would expest since when

hin the plants stool ont snd take
edvantage of available room

1y enltivating, discing or harrow-
of this stand we would not advise
w practised until next spring,
then only experimentally until

and
the value of such cultivation be proved
in your own particular case,

Do not Pasture Alfalfa

Hy. Glendinning, Ontarin Co., Ont,

We hear much nowadays as to the
hardiness of the alfalfa plant. If
such information leads any of ys to in
disoriminate pasturing, such advice is
very bad Alfalfa, which is to bé
carried over for another year should
not be pastured close at any time,
particularly 5 horses. Stock should
not be allowed on it in winter on any
account hen the crowns are killed
Ly close pasturing, the field is done.
Alfalfa is not as hardy as some would
have us believe,
and will vield a profit for such care.

I have pastured alfalfa and excel-
lent pasture it makes, hut good judg-
ment must be used. We have prac
tised turning our cows into the alfalfa
field when it was a couple of feet high
for 1% to two hours a day. When the
alfalfa was eaten down to about six
nches high, however. no more pastur-
0 was allowed. and the alfalfa went
into the winter with six inches of
stubble for protection,

Compulsory Road Dragging
It has come to the inevitable ena
i1 lowa. The farmer will pot use the
Irag voluntarily. The Legisla-
tue has made road dragging compul-
sors. A one-mill tax has been pro-
vided on all property in the townshi

and it can be used for no other pur-
pose A supervisor may be hired
and 50 cents & mile is the rate for

ver may be th of

ire, to-day it ad
over vast stretohes of y
It Iv to talk har ery
many soctions, remote o
in iterial, just as it s re:
fuse Luild hard roads when the
matorial Ties at hand. The road drag
has boon proved the simplest, cheap-
et and most effective means of main-
tainin: and improving dirt roads. It
is o <imple and cheap that road
over decline to use it. The far-
mer lines to drag his own road
prohal

It needs good cnrJ

hecause he is toxed to have to be

road work done for him.
majority of e

In a great
ases he is not willing to
do this extra work in order to im-
prove his road. This is proLably the
explination of his neglect

When simple, effective and
cheap u means of road maintenance is
not usced by local road anthorities
| mothing is left but the application
of the law. The lowa legislators have
acted wisely in enforcing road drag
ging. It is a sad commentary oi the
| business sense of road officials, but it

50

is an act eminently demanded. It
|is to be hoped that other states will
| follow the example, until the road |,

drag becomes a familiar object not
only on dirt roads but gravel and
macadam roads as well. Nothing will
o easily and cheaply maintain the
life and comfortable use of a gravel
and mueadam road as the drag—
Breeders' Gazette,

How to Destroy English
Sparrows
In its economic relations the Eng-
lish sparrow among birds is compar-
able to the rat anong mammals. It
is cunning, destructive, and_filthy
It destroys small fruits, as cherries,
| rrapes, pears, and poaches. Tt alac
[ destroys buds and flowers of oculti-

vated trees, shrubs, and vines. In
the garden it eats seeds as they
riy and nips off tender young
vegetahles as  they appear above
ground, peas and lettuce being

ly subject to attack It

amages wheat and other grains when
newly sowed, ripening, and in shooks
| Tt reduces the numlers of some of
[our most useful native species, suoh
ns bluebirds, house wrens, purple
| martins, tree swallows, cliff swallows,

s

and  he

first quality grain, heing cheaper and
more easily eaten by the sparrows. |
T

to moisture reduces its virnlenco.
Furthermoro, sparrows that taie less

than a fatal quantity, or that become | our

frightened Ly the death of comrades,
will forsake a feeding place if poison
is kept there constantly. TIi is bet |
thorefore, to supply unpoisoned |
wheat after each poisoming until the
birds have recovered confidence |
A poison mixture that has

Put onceighth ounce of strychnia |

sulphate into three-fourths of a gill | colour
of hot water and boil until dissolved. | in place

Moisten one and a half teaspoonfuls |
of starch with a few drops of oold | ¢

water. add it to the poison solution, | the
t till the staroh thickens |stirring is continued frequently, the
hot poisoned starch soluticn | centent
over one quart of wheat and stir un. | the bottom
til every
kerneled wheat sold as poultry food,

Pour the

kernel is coated Small- |

if reasonably clean, is preferable to

he first point to make sure of, how-

ever,

1 |
ry effective is prepared as follows : | cement

is that it is English' sparrows
we are poisoning and some  of

valuable birds.
Skim Milk Paint.
The following receipt for making

skimmilk paint is from the Scientific
American Stir into one gallon of

not

roved | milk about three pounds of Portland

and add sufficient \enetian
red paint powder to impart a good
Any other colour may be used
of the red

Mix only as used, and keep thor-
ughly stirred. The milk will hold
paint in suspension, but unless

Leing heavier, will settle to

Enclosed find $1 for my renewal to
Farm and Dairy for another year. It
is a splendid fart paper, and shou'd
be in every dairyman's home.—J, M,
Young, Middlesex Co., Ont
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of the critic concerning

Metallic Ceilings and Walls

and they are moderately priced and so easily laid. A splendid
standard

“ Metalile Collings and Walls ave range of new and
w -"'WW"?'"; duﬁ'm to select from.
st of plaster. wril 1 e booklst tell
~Tha Philasopher of Metal Towm, il about ‘.’i.‘.."."r‘i,... Park. foo.
MANUFACTURERS

Agents wanted in some sections.

and FIREPROOF is the verdict

Write for particulars.

and barn swallows, by destroying the
egis and young and by usurping the
| nesting  places It attacks other
familiar native birds, as the robin,
| wren, red-eyed vires, and  catbied
Unlike our native birds whose places
| it usurps, it has no song, but is
| noisy and vituperative. It defiles
buildings  and  ornamental trees,
shrubs, and vines with its excrement
and with its bulky nests,

DESTROY THE NESTS

The most effective method of pre-
i\‘nl!ling the increase of sparrows in a
leeality is to destroy their nests at
| intervals of 10 or 12 days through-
out the breeding season. Occasion-
ally they build large covered nests
|in trees, but as a rule they build
‘(l[u-n nests in bird houses, cornices,
| Waterspouts, and similar  places.
While ‘it is often difficult to reach
nests with the hand, they can usually
be torn down by means of a long
rolt\ having an ircn hook at the tip.
By a concerted and continued move
ment to destroy every nest after the
eggs are laid, English sparrows in
any locality may be gradually reduc-
ed without resorting to shot or
poison.
| Where the use of poison is not pro-
| hibited by law, it may be effectively
used to reduce the number of spar-
rows. Of the different poisons
ed, the most satisfactory is strychnia
sulphate. Wheat has proved to be a

good bait. The grain should Le re-
gularly supplied at the baiting sta-
tions until the birdy have hecome
accustomed te recort to the place. A
good time to put it out is early
| mor: , as the birds are sure to be

LS
[ bungry for breakfast.
AMOUNT OF POISON

In deciding the amount of poisoned
,wheat to put out at one time, it is
’v\«ll to estimate the number of spar-
rows frequenting a feoding place and |
[to allow nbout 20 kernels for. each
| sparrow. Although two kernels nn‘l
wheat coated with the solution have

n known to kill a sparrow, six
or seven kernels are required to in.
sure fatal results.  Only as muon |
poisen should be put out as is likely |

AVING time and work on the fa
farm life more pleasant and more

hand labor,
help"” problem.

It solves the ‘‘keep-the-

Wouldn't you like to have asimple, economical, efficient, durable IHC
~the engine that thousands of other progressive farmers are using with
such great profit and satistaction? Wouldn't you like to
cream separator, feed cutter, pump, fanning m!', saw, grindstone, th resher,
clover huller, electric light plant, washing machine, and do the other odd

jobs around your farm?

An I H C engine costs less than any other if you measure by the years
H C you want, There is

A Style and Size For You

of service. And you can get just the I

I H C Gasoline Engines are made
Vertical type—2, 3, 25, and 35-H, P
portable—1 to 8-H. P.; p

and time savers—an I H C gasoline engine staads first,
the many machines that now mean hard, disagreeable, expensive

rm cuts down expenses—makes
profitable. Of all modern work
It operates

boys-on-the-farm'' and ‘‘hired-

have it run your

in the following styles and sizes:
horizontal—1 to 25-H, P.; semi-

12tod5-H. P.; sawing,
outfits, etc.
distillatz, or alcohol,

buy any engine till you

then decide. See the

THC Service
Bureax

The Bureau Is a
clearing h
agricultur,

Itaims tolearn
best ways of dolag
things on the farm
and then distributy
the information.

wvester Company of America at

Your individual ex-

to the
H C Service Bu-
reau.

eaten in one day, as exposure

pumping, spraying, and grinding
Built to operate on gas, gasoline, kerosene,
Air-cooled or water-cooled, Don't
investigate the I HC lige.
all the facts about the design, materials, and workman-
ship that go into the counstruction of I

write nearest branch house today for our new catalogue.
CANADIAN BRANCHES—loternationsl Har.

0 25-H.P.; t

Learn

H C engines—
I H C local ageat at once, or,




