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The most revealing question to ask
about a man is, * What does he covet ?"

It is either upward or downward. Seek
the best, or you will seek the worst.

Love is best, because God is love.

Love is best, because it makes the best
of everything else, :

Love is not at its best until it is in-
dependent of love, and can love without
being loved in return.

Love leads to service, and love is the
best of all services,

Love is not shown when it thinks of
showing itself, but only when it thinks
of the one loved.

Love cannot be shown in praise if
fault needs to be found, nor in fault-find-
ing if praise should be given.

Do not confound duty-doing with love.
The good you could help doing is from
duty; the good you cannot help doing is
from love,

Love is not a matter of gifts; it is its
own best gift. Love is not a matter of
measure; it is infinite, and things infinite
take no thought of less or more,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Arrange a week in advance for as many
as possible of the leaguers to bring at
least one Bible verse bearing on “love "
—love to God, love 0 mon, love of na-
ture, love of the animal creation. Have
them read at this meeting in a chain, that
is, let the one who reads a verse name
his successor, and the second reader, his
successor, and so on. The president or
pastor could make suitable remarks after
the reading of a number of verses as to
their meaning. This, with the exposition
of the topic, bright music and earnest
appeal, would make a very profitable
evening,

NOVEMBER 9.—“GOD'S COVENANT
AND OURS.”

Pa. 105, 1-10; Ex, 24, 3.8; Jer. 31, 3124,
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A covenant implies two persons.

It is
4 mutual agreement between at least two
barties to do or refrain from doing some

act or thing. This is in no part a legal
definition. When we come into the realm
of religion, the word covenant has a defi
nite and specific meaning. It means the
promises of God as revealed in the Serip-
tures, conditioned on certain terms on
the part of man. Here we have the two
persons, and the mutual agreement. God
and man are the two persons, and the
agreement is that God will do certain
things on condition of man's repentance,
faith, and obedience. It becomes mutual
when man responds to God's appeals and
fulfils his part of the covenant. God's
part of the covenant never fails, It
heavenly promises are not fulfilled, it is
because earthly conditions are not ob-
served. Hence we may say the topic re-
solves itself into this, “ God's covenant
and our obligation,”
GOD'S COVENANT,

The topic Scripture brings into view
the covenant of the Lord in the early
stages of its fulfilment, in relation
to his ancient people. The way in which
God regards his promises is the same now
as then, and if we can determine God’s
ancient attitude towards his promises, we
can know what that attitude will be in
this modern day, for he changes not.

1. The Covenant Remembered.—" He
hath remembered his covenant forever.”
God cannot forget anything. All the
things that he has promised ha will
surely perform, though long ages may
intervene between the giving of the pro-
mise and its accomplishment. If God
were to cease to remember his engage-

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

ments, he would cease to be God.
Should God forget for one moment, the
universe would dissolve, and rush out
again from the realm of law and order
into chaos and night. God's infinite in-
telligence, everlasting unchangeableness,
and past dealings with the universe,
afford ample guarantees to us now-a-
days of his unfailing remembrance of his
side of the covenant.

2. The Covenant Perpetuated.—* The
word which he commanded to a thousand
generations.” A thousand generations”
means innumerable generations, and cov-
ers humanity for all time. Kach one of
us comes in at some point in the proces-
sion.  Every individual man, every
epoch of history, every nation of the
world, is included, On, on down the ages
the promises are repeated and honored
by the Giver, until the heavens are rolled
up like a scroll, the sun is darkened,
the earth melted, and man's probation
ended. Promises of pardon, peace, purity,
and paradise, all through the centuries
to those who will repent, believe, and obey,

4. The Covenant Confirmed.—* He con-
firmed the same unto Jacob for a law,
and to Israel for an everlasting cove-
nant.” For the encouragement of man-
kind, God confirms his covenant again
and again. In case men should suppose
that the promises made to one genera-
tion do not apply to another, the Lord
repeats them. Not only is the covenant
confirmed by repetition, but by experi-
ence. Every age as it passes leaves be-
hind it an additional volume of evidence
testifying most conclusively to the faith-
fulness of God. The story of the slowly
moving centuries is illustrative of the
mngrmnllon of God's covenant with man-
kind.

4. The Covenant Fulfilled.—The pro-
mises of the Almighty are accomplished
certainly and exactly, however great the
improbability. When the ancient race
was promised the land of Canaan for an
inheritance, the fulfilment of the promise
seemed utterly improbable, if not impos-
sible. For at the time of the covenant,
the people were few in number, strangers
in the land, wanderers having no fixed
place of abode, and determinedly opposed
by clever and unscrupulous enemies—
a poor lookout indeed for the conquest of
the land flowing with milk and honey.
But God, with the co-operation of his
people, honored his covenant, and ful-
filled his promise, and the impossible be-
came the actual. What does this mean?
That all God's promises are certain, and
certain now. Whether we think of his
promise in regard to the pardon of sin,
or renewal of the nature, or construction
of Christian character, or the future tri-
umphs of the Gospel, all is certain when
conditions are met. * Behold I make all
things new!” seems impossible to many
minds, but it is receiving illustration
every day.

OUR OBLIGATION,

It is true that some of God's promises
are unconditional; but the one that con-
cerns us mortals most are conditional
promises, that is, promises that require
something on our part before they can be
fulfilled. And what is required of us to-
wards the accomplishment of God's cov-
enant is our obligation. And what is it?
It involves various things according to
the promise under consideration.

1. Salvation is promised; but only to
those who believe in Jesus Christ as the
only Saviour from sin, who believe not
only with the assent of the mind, but
with the consent of the will, and the trust
of the heart, who believe with a living,
active, purifying faith that renews the
soul, and binds the life in obedience to
God. This is our obligation, if we desire
the blessings of salvation.

2, Communion with God is promised;
but only on condition that we live in har-
mony with his will as expressed in his
Word. It is the pure in heart who see
God; all others are excluded from the
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vision. It is the Enochs who walk with
God—men of faith and faithfulness; all
others must walk alone. Communion is
conditioned on constancy in trust and
service.  Here is our obligation if we
crave for divine communion—the highest
tunction of the soul.

3. Christian character is promised; but
only in response to our consecration to
the divine service. True character is the
effect of a cause. It is the operation of
the law of causation in the spiritual
world. In short, be right and do right,
according to the Bible standard, is the
cause, and the inevitable effect is Chris-
tian character. Again our obligation is
apparent in required loyalty to the en-
tire body of teaching of revealed truth,
And now appears in its proper and logi-
cal place, the active member's pledge,
which includes part of our obligation as
members of the church, and active mem-
bers of the League—our side of the cov-
enant, due not so much to, the League
of which we are members, but to God
whose servants we are. Read that pledge
in quiet before God, and learn how much
of your obligation as a Christian and a
leaguer is included *in it.

THE PLEDGE ANALYZED.

1. Christ is the example of all holy
endeavor.

2. The Holy Spirit is the source of help

3. Our endeavor includes two things:
First, to learn our Heavenly Iather's
will; second, to do it. We aim to bring
our practice up to the measure of our
increasing knowledge of divine things,

4. We deliberately plan to study the
Bible, and to have stated seasons of pri-
vate prayer every day. This is our fixed
rule at home and abroad.

5. We promise to be present at every
meeting of the Christian Endeavor De-
partment, and take some part in it
There is only one reason tor absence
acceptable, and that is, when we can con-
scientiously ask our Master to excuse us
from our obligation.

6. We are members of the church first,
and as a consequence, an active member
of the League, and we therefore promise
to be true to all our duties as members
of the church,

7. We aim to make our outward con-
duct with our, p an
therefore agree to abstain from all amuse-
ments and habits of which we believe God
would disapprove.

8. We bring our money up into our

life, and p to honor
God with it, as he has prospered us.

9. Under such principles a bond of
friendship is formed, and we believe in
perpetuating it by kindly words and
deeds,

10. We strive to be soul-winners, and
we endeavor to bring those with whom
we associate to a saving knowledge of
Christ.

TIMELY REMARKS,
This is our pledge, our obligation,
spread out plainly before us. It involves
principles which every loyal follower of
Christ should be willing to assume for
his Master’s sake. But to carry it out
requires much grace, determination, and
persistence, Cultivate what you have of
these qualities, and ask God for more,
and you shall not ask in vain. A pledge
of this kind is both helpful and helpless.
Very helpful to the individual and to the
society, if thoughtfully assumed, and
faithfully performed; but utterly help-
less, when it becomes a deaddetter.
POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

After the -consideration of the topic,
have the active and associate members
thoughtfully and solemnly renew thel;
ledges. Request each member a weel
Ipu nmnce t:qbrlng pledge card. Hold a
brief testimony meeting suggesting as a
subject, “ What the League has done for
me.” Pray for the increased power and
usefulness of the League for the fall and

winter campaign.




