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PRAYER III.

Thy Kinglom Come: Matth, VI 10

What this petition means to us depends
upon our conception of the Kingdom of
God, so that we can only understand the
prayer and enter into ful' sympathy with
it by gaining something like a clear idea
of our Saviour's teaching on this sublime
subject. Very often in the first three
Gospels do we meet the phrases “King-
dom of God” and “Kingdom of Heaven.”
But St. John never mentions the “King
dom of Heaven” and the words “Kingdom
of God” only occur twice in his Gospel,
that is in the memorable conversation he-
tween our Lord and Nicodemus. Yot it
seems to me that the beloved disciple
teaches us very simply and clearly the
spiritual truth which we ought to realize
when we speak of “the Kingdom of God.”
1f this is o the explanation is not far to
seek. John had passed through many
vears of changeful experience and intense
thought.  His outer life had heen varied
and his inner life had been progressive,
8o that he had gradually come to have a
clear spiritual comprehiension of the Mas

ter's cavings.  The words “Kingdom of

God” ul var - meant the same to the Teach
er. but the thoughts of the disciples on this
central theme were at first confused and
only became clear through many spiritual
struggles.  But is this statement correet?
There are those who say that Jesus when
he began his life hoped to set up a King-
dom in Palestine and become on earth a
ruler of the Jews, but that when he saw
himself rejected he turned Mis sorrowful
gaze upon the unseen and proclaimed the
need of a new spiritual life. A man who
ean helieve thiz prefers fancies to facts.
e clings to a theory that explains noth-
ing and is anite out of harmony with the
real state of the case. We know that
Our Lord Jesus Christ was a man of vig
orous intellect, eapable of viewing a great
truth in all its hearings and of presenting
it to others in an astonishing variety of
forms, but we are assured that he was
the Son of God and that he had ever he-
fore him the same grand truth of a Di-
vine Kingdom which He had come to re-
veal more clearly and establish more firm-
lv. TLook at the wonderful disconrse ont
of which our text is taken: whether it is
one sermon or many is not of present im-
portance; sufficient for ua to know that
these creative words were uttered at a
time when the popularity of Jesus was
growing and the people were looking eager
Iy to Him that they might Jearn the na-
ture of this new kingdom. “Rlessed are
the pure in heart for they shall see f‘md.”;
«Rlessed are the poor in spirit for theirs
is the Kingdom of Heaven: “Blessed
are they which Thunger and  thirst
after  righteousness for  they shall
be  filled.” Ts there any hank-
ering after worldly dominion, is there
even the hope of regenerating the world
by setting up a visible kingdom in Pales-
tine? No! Our Master dealt with these
questions when e passed through the
forty days of terrible struggle in the w il-
derness solitude.  Te las now come to
his work fully prepared as Son of God and
Son of Man. His work was not to pro-
vide the pomp which panders to human
passion and pride. Tt was not to set up
again the Jewish system which had had
its day and was ceasing to be. Tt was
rather to mark a new departure in Divine
Providence. to carry the world's educa-
tion to a higher stage by revealing in clear-
er light the Kingdom of the Father. Only
from this position can we gin a consis
tent view of Our Saviour’s ministry. Tis
life and his death reveal that heavenly
kingdom which our beclouded senses fail
to find  Those who think that Jesus
Christ went about not knowing what to
do, that there was no constant purpose
running threugh his life. fail to grasp the
greatest revelation that has been given to

the v 1d.  When once a humble soul
has aught even a passing glimpee of the
high and holy rvorpose which transforms
the life of Josus, making it respléndent
with Divine glory, that soul hows in ad
oration and marvels at its own spiritual
Blindness.
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The Apostle Paul tells us that the King
doiy of God is not meat or drink but
vighteousness and peace and joy in the
“Uoly Ghost,” and if someone would in-
terpret that text fully and wisely for us
he would help us to o eleaver faith,  Our
purpose is to discuss the mewning of this
ghort prayer and realize what feelings
ought to «tir our hearts when these words
tremble upon onr lips.  Ienee we ecan-
not follow out all the Ajostle’s supres
tions, but we can adopt his method of
looking at the subject; that is. we ecan
begin by showing what the Kingdom of
CGod is not.  To deal with this side in
a superficial manner is all that the brief
time at our disposal will allow.  This
may serve a practical purpose, for we often
cling to false ideas concerning God's king
dom and cherish vain hopes in the name
of God. To consider the nemtive side
of Ciod’s kingdom may have a very direct
bearing on onr spivitual life, for if we
a real seekers after God we shall b
willing to lay aside those prejud
dim his pure truth,
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1. The kingdom which Jesus Christ came
to reveal is not a worldly kingdom. To
many of the first disciples it was a very
difficult matter to grasp the thonght of a
spiritual kingdom, a kinzdom which should
be veal but invisible. ANl their early
education had run in a different direction;
they had heen tanght to look for a sec-
ond Davit who would rule the world and
have the eentre of his government at Jern-
calem. Wa can never renlize how renl
this belief was to manv of the simple
Jewish people. Tn Galilee especially this
faith was fresh and strong.  The people
there did not know =0 much ahout legal
technicalities and trivial traditions, but
they were fimiliar with Moses and the
prophete,  Their souls were inspired with
a living expectation of the coming Christ.
A certain elass of these people were called
Zealots.  We find one of them among
the faithful hand of Apostles—Simon call-
ed Zealotes. They were called Zealots
hecause they were redhot men, chafing
under the Roman voke and longing for
a new Kingdom of God. The cold time-
serving vriests of Jerusalem could come
fawning into the presence of Pilate and
sy, “We have no king but Caesar”
These fiery men would have scorned to ut-
ter such a lie. They inseribed upon their
hanners the haart-stirring words “No Tord
and Master but God.”  We cannot help
admiring these enthusiastic men who hat-
od idalatry, longing to be a free and peen-
tiar peaple, serving the Lord in the land
e had chosen: but we are compelled to
believe that there was much raging 7zeal
with little clear knowledge. ANl they
¥new was that they wanted a kine lom,
and thev were willing in mad despair fo
dash themselves againet the Roman spears
# only some Christ would offer to lead
“hem to vietory,  Our Tord dealt tender-
v with  them, bhut he must be faithful
even when it meant destroying their most
‘ndly cherished hones.  While giving
Nis life for them he must find sharp,
atpiking words which wonld carry home
he unweleome truth.  Their conception
of the kinedom was radieally wronz, Tn
their moments of heated passion thev had
dreamed @ dream of worldly dominion:
rovenze upon their enemies and pride in
themselves were mingled with the fire of
patriotism and the asuvirations of piety.
Thias they baptized with a sacred name—
they called it the Kinzdom of God. To
these people after the first wonder of
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the miracles had died away Our Saviour's
spiritual teaching seemed tame. Ie made
no movement towards founding a national
Kingdom, and the thought of a silent, un
seen realm was too fine for their percep-
tion,  Some of them, however, were won
to the new faith: their zeal was purified
and their knowledge enlarged so that big-
oted, intolerant fannties were transformed
into intelligent, 1o ng martyrs. Others,
envaged at the disap pointment of worldly
Topes, beeanie the easy dupes of cunning
priests and wiped  to swell  the  ery
“Cencify him,  erucify  him,” Men of
this class miy pray and doubtless did
pray to the 1 of Tsrael sayinz, “Thy
Kingdom come,” hut the coming of Christ
showed that with all their eager ant'cipa
tions and enthusiastic hopes they did not
desire that God's Kinglom shou'd come
in spiritnal power, ng every onue of
them from His iniguities.  Their prayer
might more appropriately have heen. “O
Lovd of Hewen, who didst  seatter the
heathen and exalt our  fathers, let ow
kinglom come.”  Someone spoke to Pre
sident Lincoln about God heing on their
side, e rveplied, what we have to do
is to fake care to he on t ide of Gol.
That is a practical saving; it poes to the
root of the matter. Tt meets the case of
the ancient Zealots and it comes right
home to us.  Let us heware of thinking
that God's Kingdom is manifest in world
Iy pomp or human pride. Our  desire
should be to see the TMeavenly Kingdom
and enter into it as faithful, loving sub-
jects,  We ment not imagine that the
Eternal God will become the patron of
one selfish  little  schemes,  We  must
rather seck to know His will so that we
may be found on the side of everlasting
right,
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Tet us learn a lesson from the history
of England. Tn that country about two
hundred and fifty years ago there was
an attempt to set up a kingdom of
Meaven hy military force. Tt failed as
every such attempt must fail, and the
failure was a great blessing. We ought
to speak well of the Puritans.  They
are in a sense our forefathers: to them
we owe our religions liberty and many
blessings which we now en Tf then
we have to speak of their mistakes it will
not be in anv harsh, carping spirit, hut
with reverential, kindly svmpathy. They
were goaded into  vehellion:  they rose
against tyranny: they vindicated the right
of Englishmen to live and think and speak.
Their virtues were not of the aesthetic
sort. bu' were characterized by strength
and manliness. Some of the best of them,
disgusted with the tyranny and corruption
of the old country, crossed the Atlantic
Ocean to begin a new life in an unknown
Tand.  America today can trace much of
its best hlood, its purest life to those
godly. patriotie sonls. “They left unstain-
ed what there they found, freddom to
worship God.”  Those who stayed at
home were not men to he easily erushed,
they set to work and played the grandest
drama of English history. Cromwell was
a great man, no sane man can deny that,
As to his goodness there may he differ-
ence of opinion.  Some think that he was
an imnorant fanatie: others that he was
a consnmmate hypoerite, T helieve that
with all his rndeness and imperfection he
was a man of God. Te tried to form an
army of men where there shon'd he
pealms and hiymns instead of oaths and
carsed, and promotion should go according
to depth bf epiritunl expetience. To
some extent e wae suceeseful; he hronght
together the most sober and opderly bhody
of soldiers the world has ever seen. men
who were fighting not for money but for
“the good cause.” Tennyson makes the
knight (Sir Galahad) say:

“My strength is as the strength of ten

Teeause my heart is pure.”
Cromwrll's soldiers proved this. With all
the hypoerisy that erept into their ranks
they were sonnd at the core. Thev show-
ed that there is a elose connection he-
tween neclean conscience, a cuick eye and
a steady arm. They showed how godly
men can fight when the time comes; and




