
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.4
the miracle* had died away Onr Saviour’*
spiritual leaching seemed lame, lie made 
no movement toward* founding a national 
kingdom, and the thought of u silent, un
seen realm wa* too fine for their pvrv«*|i- 
tion. Sonic of them, Iiowever, were won 
to the new faith: their zeal wa* purified 
and their knowledge enlarged *o that big
oted, intolerant fann'ie* were transformed 
into intelligent 1< 
enraged at tli • di<i; 
hope*.

When once a humble Minithe v eld. 
ha* aught even a pawing glimpse of the 
hiidi a ml holy *’trpone which transform* 
the life of .Towns, making it respondent 
with Divine glory, that wool bows in ad
oration and marvel* at it* own spiritual 
tdindnus*.

Thy Kingdom Come: Matth. VI. 10.
martyrs. Other*, 

ini ment of worldly 
liee.iine the easy du|**a of running 

wt* and wiped to swell the cry 
Crucify him. evueify him.” Men of 

tliiw claws might pray and doubtlc** did 
to the Clod of Israel waving. “Thy

ooiWhat thi* petition mean* to u* depends 
upon our conception of the Kingdom of 
find, wo that wo can only understand the 
prayer and enter into ful' sympathy with 
it hv gaining something like a clear idea 
of our Saviour'* teaching on thi* sublime 
subject. Very often in the first three 
Gospel* do we meet, the phrase* “King
dom of God” and “Kingdom of Heaven.” 
But St. John never mention* the “King
dom of Heaven" and the word* "Kingdom 
of God” only occur twice in hie Gospel, 
that w in the memorable conversation be
tween our Lord and Nieodemu*. 
seem* to me that the beloved disciple 
teaches us very simply and clearly the 
spiritual truth which we ought to realize 
when we speak of “the Kingdom of God. 
If this is so the explanation is not far to

pray
Kingdom come." but the coming of Christ 
showed that with all their eager ant vitia
tion* and ciitliu-i.iwtie hope* they did not 
desire tit'' God"* kingdom wliou'd eoihe

Tlie Apostle Paul tell* us that the King 
dove, of God i* not meat or drink but 
righteousness ami peace and joy in the 
“Holy Ghost." and if someone would in
terpret that text fully and wisely for u* 
hv would help ii* t<> a clearer faith. Our 
purpose i* to discuss the meaning of thi* 
short prayer and realize what feeling* 
ought to -tir our hearts when these words 
tremble upon onr lip*, 
not follow nut all the A| ostle'w sugges
tion*. but we can adopt hi* method of 
looking at the subject; that i*. we can 
begin by showing what the Kingdom of 
God i* imt. To de.il with this side in 
a superficial manner is nil that the brief 
time at our disposal will allow. Thi* 
may serve n practical purpose, for we often 
cling to false idea* concerning God's king
dom and cherish vain hope* in the name 
of God.
of God's kingdom may have a very direct 
hearing on our spiritual life, for if we 
are veal <eekers after God we shall he

illing to lay aside those prejudices which
m hi* pure truth.

in spirit» d power, tinning every 
them from Hi* iniquities. Their prayer
nvght more appropriately have been. “O 
Lord of lleiven. who didst scatter the 
heathen and exalt our fathers, let our 
king’ ai cine, 
aillent Lincoln about God being on their

is to take pare to he

Yet it

lienee we c.in- Someone spoke to I'ro

He replied, wlint we have to do 
the side of God.John had passed through many 

of changeful experience and intense 
Hi* outer life had been varied

That i* a practical saying; it goes to the 
root of the matter. Tt meet* the ease of 
the ancient Zealot* and it comes right 
home to us. Let 11* beware of thinking 
that God'* Kingdom i* manifest in world- 

Our desire

thought.
and hi* inner life had been progressive, 
so that he had gradually come to have a 
clear spiritual comprehension 
ter’* saving*. The word* “Kingdom of 
God” u« vay meant the same to the Teach 
er. hut the thought* of the disciple* on thi* 
central theme were at find confused and 
only became clear through many spirit n il 
struggle*. Rut i* this statement correct? 
There are those who say that Jesue when 
he began his life hoped to set up a King
dom in Palestine and become on earth a 
ruler of the .Tew*, hut that when he saw 
himself rejected he turned Hi* sorrowful 
gaze upon the unseen and proclaimed the 
need of a new spiritual life. \ man who 
can believe this prefers fancies to fact*. 
Tic cling* to a theory that explains noth
ing and is ouite out of harmony with the 
real state of the ea=e. We know that 
Our Lord Jesus Christ was a man of vig
orous intellect, capable of viewing a great 
truth in all it* hearing* and of presenting 
it. to others in an astonishing variety of 
forms, hut we are assured that he was 
the Son of God and that he had ever be
fore him the same grand truth of a Di
vine Kingdom which He had come to re- 
veal more clearly and establish more firm
ly. Look at the wonderful discourse out 
of which our text is taken: whether it is 

is not of present irn- 
know that

of the Mas pomti or human pride, 
should he to see (lie Heavenly Kingdom 
and enter into it a* faithful, loving sub
ject*. We nuuit not imagine that the 
Eternal God will become the natron of 
our selfish little scheme*. We mint 
rather seek to know Ilia will *o that we 
m.av he found on the side of everlasting

lv
To consider the negative side

right.1. The kingdom which Jean* Christ came 
to reveal i* not. a worldly kingdom. To 
many of the first disciples it wa* a very 
difficult, matter to grasp the thought of a 
spiritual kingdom, a kingdom which should 
be real but invisible. All their early 
education had run in a different direction; 
they had been taught to look for a sec
ond David who would rule the world and 
have the centre of hi* government at Jeru
salem. Wo can never realize how real 
thi* ltelief wa* to mnnv of the simple 
Jewish people. In Galilee especially this 
faith wa* fresh and strong. The ]ample 
there did not know so mueh about legal 
technicalities and trivial traditions, hut 
they were f imiliar w'th Moses and the 
prophet*. Their souls were inspired with 
a living expectation of the coming Christ. 
V certain class of the*e people were called 
Zealot*.
the faithful hand of Apostle* Simon eall- 

They were called Zealots

Let ii* learn a lesson from the history 
of England. Tn that country about two 
hundred and fifty year* ago there was 
an attempt to set up a kingdom of 
Heaven by military force. Tt failed a*
every such attempt must fail, and the 
failure wa* a great blessing, 
to speak well of the Puritan*, 
are in a sense our forefather*; to them 
we owe our religions liberty and many 
blessing* which we now enjoy, 
we have to «peak of their mistake* it will 
not he in anv harsh, carping *pirit. hut 
wità reverential, kindly sympathy. They 
were goaded into rebellion; they rose 
against tyranny; they vindicated the right 
of Englishmen to live and think and speak." 
Their virtues were not of the aesthetic 
sort bu' were characterized by *trength 
and manlines*. Some of the he*t of them, 
disgusted with the tyranny and corruption 
of the old country, crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean to begin a new life in an unknown 
land. America today can trace much of 
its best blood, it* purest life to those 
godly, patriotic soul*. “They left unstain
ed what there they found, freedom to 
Worship God.” Those who stayed at 
home were not men to lie easily crushed, 
they set to work and played the grandest 
drama of English history. Cromwell was 
a great man. no sane man ran deny that. 
A* to his goodness there may bo differ
ence of opinion. Some think that he wa* 
an ignorant fanatic; other* that he wa* 
a consummate hypocrite. T believe that 
with nil hi* rudeness and imperfection he 
wa* a man of God. He tried to fonn an 
army of men where there should 1** 
psalm* and hymns instead of oath* and 

according

We might 
They

If then

We find one of them amongone sermon or many 
portance; sufficient for ti* to 
these creative words were uttered at a 
time when the popularity of Jesus wa* 
growing and the people were looking eager 
lv to Him that they might learn the na
ture of thi* new kingdom. "Blessed are 
the pure in henrt for they shall see God ; 
"Blessed are the poor in FPir,t for t'ieir* 
i* the Kingdom of Heaven”; “Blessed 

and thirst 
they shall

ed Zealot e*. 
hern use thev were red hot men. chafing
under the Roman yoke and longing for 
a new Kingdom of God. The cold time
serving priests of Jerusalem could come 
fawning into the presence of Pilate and 
say. "We have no king but Caesar.” 
These fiery men would have *eomed to ut
ter such a lie. They inscribed upon 
banners the hsnrt-stirring words "No Lord 
and Afaeter Imt God.” We cannot help 
admiring these enthusiastic men who hat
ed Idolatry, longing to lie a five and pecu
liar people, serving the Lord in the land 
he had chosen : hut we are compelled to 
believe that there wa* much rag-ng real 
with little clear knowledge. All thev 
knew was that they wanted a king ,om. 
end they were willing in mad despair to 
•lash themsclve* against the Roman spear* 
Jf only some Christ would offer to lead 
Them to victory. Onr Lord dealt tender
ly with them, but he must he faithful 
even when it meant destroying tlieir most 
*- ndlv cherished hone*. While giving 
hi* life for them he must find sharp, 
striking word* which would carry home 
*l«e unwelcome truth. Tlieir conception 
of the kingdom wa* radically wrong. Tn 

ion thev had 
dominion:

theirare they which hunger 
righteousness for 

lie filled.” T* there any 
ering after worldly dominion, is there 
even the hope of regenerating the world 
by setting up a visible kingdom in Pales
tine? No! Our Master dealt with the«e 
questions when he passed through the 
forty day* of terrible struggle in the wil
derness solitude. He ha* now come to 
his work fully prepared a* Son of God and 
Ron of Man Hi* work was not to pro 
vide the pomp which pander* to human 
passion and pride. Tt was not to set up 
again the Jewish system which had had 
its day and wa* ceasing to he. It was 
rather to mark a new departure in Divine 
Providence to carry the world's educa
tion to a higher stage hv revealing in clear
er light the Kingdom of the Father. Only 
from thi* portion can we gain a e^—5" 
tent view of Our Saviour’* ministry, 
life and his. death reveal that heavenly 
kingdom which our beclouded sense* fail 

Those who think that Jesus 
Christ went about not knowing what to 
do. that there wa* no constant purpose 
running through hi* life, fail to grasp the 
greatest revelation that has been given to

curse*, and promotion should go 
to depth (of spiritual rocnerie 
some extent, he was successful; he brought 
together the most sober and orderly body 
of soldier* the world has ever seen, men 
who were fighting not for money but for 
“the good cause.” Tennyson make* the 
knight. (Sir Galahad) say:

“My strength is a* the strength of ten 
Because mv heart i* pure.” 

Cromnkll’* soldier* proved thi*. With nil 
the hypocrisy that crept, into their rank* 
they were sound at the core. Thev show
ed that there is a close connection be
tween a '«-lean conscience, a r,uiek eye and 
a steady arm. They showed how godly 
men can fight when the tim*. comes; and

His their moment* of heated pn*«u 
dreamed a drenm of worldly 
revenge upon their encmie* nnd pride in 
themselves were mingled with the fire of 
patriotism and the aspiration* of piety. 
This they baptized with n sacred name— 
thev called it the Kingdom of God. To 
these people after the first wonder of

to find
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THE LORD’S PRAVER III.
“The Kingdom of God, 1.”
, By Rev. Professor Jordan, D.D.
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