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morning many papers were burned in the
mess-room kitchen at the fort. Word was
also brought to Lord Selkirk that a quantity
of firearms and ammunition had been re-
moved from Fort William during the night.
In consequence of this information he issued
another warrant, authorizing a ‘search for
arms.” When the search was made fifty or
more guns and fowling-pieces were found
hidden among some hay in a barn. Eight
barrels of gunpowder were also found lying
in a swampy place not far from the fort, and
the manner in which the grass was trampled
down indicated that the barrels had been
deposited there very recently. When Selkirk
learned of this attempt to remove arms and
ammunition, he felt justified in adopting
stringent measures. He ordered what was
practically an occupation of Fort William.
Most of the Canadians, Bois Briilés, and
Indians in the service of the North-West Com-
pany were commanded to leave the fort and
to cross to the other side of the river. Their
canoes were confiscated. The nine partners

were held as prisoners and closely watched.

Selkirk’s force abandoned Point De Meuron
and erected their tents on ground near Fort
William. The hearing was continued, and it

A S Snian

P R v N

Ty




