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„, „ REMARKS
ON' THE SUBJECT OK A l-INE OF RAILWAY FROM

' ST. ANruKWa, lu WOODSTOCK
On the Rtver St. Juhn, in Niw Bnui^wick, and thence to Quebec in

Lower Canada, British North America.

C N s I D E a t N o ii necessary lo lay before the public, some account of
he ..avanlages tli.u will probably result from openin(f a line of Railway
run, buiiu At.dri-wsio Quebec. I submit the folfowins statement, which 1
Oelieye from the luformniion derived from numerous enquiries, to be correct.

.

llii'line has been . I, contemplation since 1836, and wcs surveyed by
Major Yule, of the Royal Engineers, under appointment of the British Go-
vprnment.

1 ho operaiiy.is of that officer commenced at Point Levi, crossed
he head wnters of the Saint John, passed the Allegash, and down the Aroos-
look 10 Its mouth, ihence to Mar's Hill, and through the valley of the river
at. John to Woodstock and Eel river, and thence to the termination at Saint
Andrews; the whole distance, according to this survey, beipe about 200
miles. ' "

The most part of thii extensive line intersects a remnrkablv fine country,
both in respect to the growth of limber, and soil for cultivation ; and it is
worthy ol remark, in reference to this Railroad, that no tunnelling will be ne-
cessary, very few rivers lo cross, and even ihiise can bo bridged at acompar-
nliveiy inning expense

; besides, it is found that no grade will be required
over J9 feel in a mile, as reported by Major Yule.

liy the Ashburion treaty, all ihe Iflnds from the Canada line to near tha
mouth of the Aroostook, over which lVIa>r Vule surveyed the line, have
been ceded to the United States, and consequently a British line of direct

,

connexion between Cannula and the lower Provinces, is broken, and thus the
projecioi-.s of the line in question have been (orced to abandon that route, and
explore a new line, which proceeds from the oiiginal line at the raouih of
the Aroostook, crosses the Saint John at the Grand Falls, coniinues by Ta-
Oiisquatu to the Saint Lawrence, and following its margin reaches Point
Levi, or mity terminate at the river Du Loup. (At this latter point the dis-
tance from buini Andrews to the river St. Lawrence, would be 230 miles )ihis latter route to Quebec has been found perfectly practicable, but it
increase.s the distance nbout 90 miles further than the other, and requires
expensive bridges nt the Grand Falls and Madawaska

,

.

It IS stated that capitalists in thi United States have-pledged themselves
to construci the road from the mouth of the Aroostook, up the valley of the
river and across the Allegash to the Canadian Frontier, and also to procure
a hallway Act of the slate of Maine, and an Act of Congress, to allow Brit-
i.sh goods and mails to pass duly free, or at the same rales as through Brit-
Hh territory, provided ihe like privileges wore conceded to them, so that

.mw>™°-,
" 'connecting Railroad between Quebec and Saint Andrews

ot -JbO miles, as orminally inlended. Were either of these lines completed, the
flour and goods of Canada, could be brought from Quebec lo St. Andrews,
lor one cent, per ton. pvr mile, less than Js. 31. per barrel. But suppose
that charge weredoi,n!», its advantages are still app.irent, when we consider
the great demand i:h exists fur Cunada fiour for the whole Bay of Fundv,
and^the intermedi..

, i.nlry from .Si. Andrews to Q.iebec ; the present price
flour at St. Andrew and other sea purls in the Bay of Fundy is SG to

$t)i per bbl. ,• at Quebec it is $4 to S4| ; at St. John and Si. Andrews oat«
to' 6d.

.
|vr bushel

;
in Cnnnda in winter 9d. lo Is, and all other goods

in proportion. Pearl and pol ashes that usually remain all winter al Que-
bee. would find immediate opportuniiies of shipment to Enghn.d. It should
also be considered whai a large market would be opened to the West Indies
lor Canadian produce which could be shipped from the mild climate of St.
Andrews at all seasons, but which cannot be done by the St. Lawrence,
where the voyage is usually long and dangerous. Ii therefore becomes ti

question, which of the two is the prefdrable route, the shorter one throu-rVj
iha State of Maine, or that by the Grand Falls keeping within British terri-
tory. An exammation of Greenleaf 's map will give the enquirer more cor-
-oct iiifomtalion than he can obtain from any description.


