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Lescarbot's " Histoire de la Nouvelle France," was published
^rst appearing in 1609.* Champlain mentions the occurrence
at the present Weymouth Harbor, St. Mary's Bay, Nova
Scotia, of "many Shell-fish, such as Mussels, Cockles and Sea-
snails," which he observed in his exploration in 1604 At St
•Croix now Dochet, Island in the St. Croix River, he found
Cockles, Mussels, and Sea-snails, and in another passage he
incidentally tells us what the Cockle is. Speaking of the
Indians he says, "when they do not hunt, they live on a
shell-fish called the cockle," thus showing that he meant the
•Uam. The Clam, as a food-mollusc, is u- known in Europe its
place being in part taken by the Cardix. or true Cockle, 'for
which Champlain naturally mistook it. By Sea-snails he
probably means the large Whelks, Buccinum undatum and
Lunaha lieros. His only other reference to Mollusca, is in
his description of Bras D'or Lake, Cape Breton, in which he
says,—" there are many islands filled with a great deal of
game and Shell-fish of several kinds, among others of Oysters
which are not of good flavor." In the 1633 edition of his
works, Champlain repeats these notes but does not add anynew ones. They derive their interest from the fact that they
are the very earliest references to our Mollusca known to us.
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found some other mollusc with the Oyster. A llttirfarth^, on fh«
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