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no recognizeë and officiai chaniiel whatever in this
country by i^jch their wante or their wishes could
be maée knoA( to the Government

; that there wàs
nota single i^dividual présent who couW possiMy
feel any interesl in them beyond that désire to do
justice whicb wâs thé characteristic of ail English-
men

; and that Me himself, upon whom ïiad devolved
the task of advoèating^ their cause, was a strangep
both in this countç-y and that House, a pamful feel-

ing of isolation came over him, which he was quite
certain was never before experienced by any mem-
ber of that assei^bly. He must, therefore, crave
the indulgence of «he House while hestated the case
of our fellow-subjects on the other side of the At-
lantic. British America, as they were ail well
aware, was essentially a foi-est country, and as such
its main export was the timber of thàt forest which
covered its surface. That constituted; their great
staple of trade. It was that, that engagid andoccu-
pied during their long winter months, not only the
floating labour of the colony, but the agricultural

class, whose work was suspended at that season by
the severity of ^ northem climate; it gave^émploy-
ment also to their teams of oxen and horses in
transportmg the hVige logs to the margin of the
frozen brooks or rivers, to be ready,m the spring, fop

rafting to the saw-mills^ to be mannfôctured into

deals and boards for exportation. The interestô of
the whole people, theWfore, were more or îess in-

^èlvéd in ^è trade, Mîl^itev^ afféc^' ti^
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