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boon Ixmght. From Calvary stream ravs of light to choor our sorrow-

ing mindg ; fVom Calviuy How woi-d» ol peace which bid us not doHpair.

It was thither Lulhcr should have gone, and with his weeping o'yos

and trembling soul, havelookctl u|)on tho J>oity-Incal'nato. . . . Ho
ttftorwards did (his, and iinmediatoly "a joy unspeakable" tlllo<l hiH

mind. But lit the early stages of his spiritual struggle ho had no clear

Sorceptiori of tho plan of salvation as unfolded in tho iJible. All tha
octrines of theology, and all tho meinbors of 'the Church, were limited

in thoir views by traditions which for generations j)ast had been

gathering o'er tho Church. Tho common iiU'ii of a religious life was in

tlio seclusion of tho Convent. It ,was only by fasts and penances^ by
severe flagollat ions of body, by^feoniy dejection of mind, and by aus-

tere devotion of life, that the pcWToiit could hope lor imrdon and peace.

The delusion took IWI .jiosscsHioii of the mind of Lutiicr. He entered

the Augustiiiian Convent with a clear persuasion that there was no
j&ther door through which he could /enter hoavcii, and with an earnest

resolve to prove liimyelf worthy of the illustrious brotherhootl, and «)f Ids

ftituro heaven. . .. . \ , . . . », : # t. . .

' ,;_'
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Tho eonvents of tho middlo ages are not to bo indiscriminately coir

domncd. Tlioro wore many deplorable (tvils connccled with tlienv

Thoy were often marked by'hlleness and luxury, l)y tyranii}' and, la^t-

Many of their inmates were eontomptiblo hypocrites, with slmllQ'y^

brains ami ]>olluted souls, too idle lo,work, and too ignorant to tei^dr.

Such "houses" wore a curse to the land, and a reiH:oach upon tboGhinrcJi.

But the princiiilo on which nionastie institutions wore based waS hot»

originally bad. In some eases they realized the idea of their Ibuiidcrs,

nnd4iocamo at once asylums for the destitute, and schools for the pi*o-

Borvation and growth of art, and literature, and religion. . . . . •

Their revival, however, in our day, and in this our laiul, is undesirable.

The phases of society, and tho requirements of the Church, liavo under-

gone a change ; and allowing even a life of religious seclusion and
spiritual contemplation to Rave thrown around it a saerctl and fascin-

ating cliarm, wo want men and women with zeal and courage to enable

them to grapple boldly with the evils of society, rather than Simon
(Btylitoa or Sister Min-ys, who, contrary to the iaws of nature and ofGod>

make themselves oblivious to tho world ai'ound them.

It is not to bo regretted that Luthor became tho inmate of a convent.

His novitiate was another step in preparation for the gi-anddnima of tho

• age. Ho thereby acquired a familiarity with tho inner workings of tho

Church, and a power <)f self-discipline and control, without which lie could

not have become tho loader ofrolbrm. Tlio testimony of his ouemios is that

ho was studious and devout^ that ho spent long nights in prayer, that ho

watered the convent floor with iiis tcai-s. He was eX|M)sed indeed' to

many humiliating rostrictions, and had exacted from him the most ser-

vile labours. It was his duty to sWeep out the dormitories, to wind up
the clock, to open and close the chapel doors. With a wallet on his

back he was sent through the town to l^pg ft-om house to house j and
often did ho return weary and foot-soi-o, but counigeons and resigned.

In this there was nothing to daunt his courage ; in this thor^ was much
to fortify his mind. His prayer was to be holy ; his cry jvasdbr pbaco.

He became more rigid in his fasts, more seyci-o in his mornfications,

until 'the color faded from his cheeks, and his native energy declined^
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