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bear hi* glorioiui imago ; thoy cannot ei\joy Him at thoir

portion. The living alono can havo Him for their God.

Ufran thorn alone He oan lift the light of Hia coun-

tenance ; to them alone He oan communicate the

richea of Hia grace ; with them alone He oan hold oom*

munion ; and from thorn alone Ho oan receive those

•xpreaaiona of grateful and affectionate homage which aro ;

due to Him, and in which He delight«» Thia Divine de-

claration, illumined by the comment of the great Teacher,

Aimishea an argument which no aophiatry can ahake:

The evidence afforded by tho account of the rich man

and lAzorua, ia not leaa clear and conoluaive. " The beg-

gar died, and was carried by angola to Abraham's boaom ;

the rich man alao diod, and in hell he liftod up hia eyes,

being in torment." If these worda have any meaning,

they teach ua that tho soul of the pioua beggar was •

•traightway convoyed, by ministering lingels, to its reward

in heaven ; and that the spirit of the rich wonlling inime-

mediately passed to its own place of terrible retribution.

The Saviour would have us to, read tho doctrine by the

lurid fiamo in which one was tormented, and by the light

of the celestial glory with which the cjther was crowned.

To say that this is .a parable, does not i at all weaken its

force, for parables aro designed to teach iis truths, not

faladioods ; and this parable might ha^e been constructed

on the soul-sleeping theory, if it Had lieen the true one,

as well as on its opposite. •
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The Saviour said to the penitent thi^ on the cross h—
" Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt tl^ou be with me in

paradise :" and no ingenuity of criticism lean explain away

thia gracious promise of immediate liappiness. The ad-

vocates of the soid-sleeping system liavlp resorted io the '

pitiable expedient of supposing that thti words" to-day " *

were not intended to fix the time when the promise should
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