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that we were to pack up and march off. We
went back the way we had come towards the

line we had been holding overnight.

As we were marching along the rumour

spread that we were going back in support

of the Westshires, and that there was an attack

impending. We halted in some dead ground,

and lined a ditch four or five hundred yards

behind the line the Westshires were holding.

As we were lying there an orderly came up

with a message which Goyle was to read and

pass on. Goyle showed me the bit of paper

before folding it up again. The message ran :

" The—^th Brigade will attack at 10 a.m.

in support of the French attack on on

their right."

It was then nine o'clock, so we had an hour

to wait. Goyle was much excited by the

message, and said we were certain to be sent

up to swell the Westshires* line. The men

were still wearing the greatcoats they had had

on during the night, and he ordered them to

be taken off and put away in the packs. He
also advised the platoon commanders to take

oflE their mackintoshes, which show up an

officer clearly.


