
OUOIN AND UlSTuiiY Of THE UooilKlinniT.

Lik* iht ewraat, tlie goo«eh«rry wtK •ppw*nfl) unknown to Um aaeko^
and it WM probablr about the Bixte«nth cantury that it wai. flnt caltivatad ia
Europt. Suica that tima a wondarfu! improvement in tha aiza of Um fndt has

i****"
P***^- "^^ J^*«*" «re thought to have made the firat marked improvemant,

but ita Vnmni drrdopment ha« been largely brought about in Engiand.

Di
^'"•*'** **' ^nfl««h and European gooseberries ara darivad from the *peeiaa

Rib$s OroMitlana. a native of norti Europe. Varietiaa of thia spadaa have not
succeeded well in America until lately, being very subjeot to Goeaaberry Mildow
which was thought to '« vcr.v .lifficult of control.' The past few years, howam,
have demonatrated that the mildew can. if properly traated, be anccaaafally oom-
battad.

Fie. 2.^BIack currant plantation of Mr. J. E. Henry. WlooBa.

The American gooseberries are deriveil ohiefly from Ribe< ox^yin *•
species native to America. Concerning the origin and history of our -i

VBrietii!8, W. T. Macoun, Dominion Hortimlturist, Ottawa, writos in hi>. <

on hu,«h fmits, 1907, as follows:

—

"As late as 1846 no cultivatpd varletlps of An.prlpan species of RooseberrlM
mentioned hj writers, the first reference accordlnK to Bailey, being In 1849 ta m
Northern Fruit (7ulturUt. by Goodrich, where the author writes: 'We have "it fr. «
good anthorlty that native sorts have been discovered both In New Hampshire «p^
Vermont well adaiHed to garden culture.' In 1847 the Houghton's Setdllng was «(
hiblted at a meetin« of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, this being the flrs
Improved form of the native rooseberry of which there Is a record This variety waa
originated or found by Abel Houghton, Jr., Lynn, Mass. It is probably a seedling of
the native species, Rihea oxyncnnthoides. The first Improvement on the Houghton itij
the Downing, a seedling of the Houghton, which was originated by Charles Downing,
Newlmrrt, N.T., and flrat brought into notice in 1863. It is thought by some authorl-
tlea lo bare been a hybrid between Houghton and Ai»e« OfOt««Iaria, the Buropean


