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Joy is essential to true religion. A gloomv No saJgos-
religion is far from God. A sad gospel is a pel
contradiction in terms, like a black sun. " Be-
hold," said the angel, « I bring you good tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be to all people."
And that message was simply the news of a
great power which had appeared in the world
for salvation.—iv, 93.
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Christmas is truly the festival of childhood ; The ff'ti-

but it should also be the festival of mother- v.il of
hood, for the child, even the holiest, is not motherhood
divided from the mother. We may learn to
think of infancy as sacred in the light that
flows from the manger-cradle of Jesus. Yet
it seems to me we cannot receive that truth
perfectly unless we first learn to think of
motherhood as holy in the memory of her
v/\\o%e virginal and stainless love found favour
with God to receive and guard and cherish
the Son of the Highest.—iii, 43.
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