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[uvuurt'd Custums Ikinih thun i** acrorflcj to \hv. like*

pr'HiiKt.s t)l lorc'i^'i. • (nintrius."*

The linpiTial (Hncrnnient was not (iirtrlly n-pn-.

sL'iil il at this ConfcrtiKf, but, on rcccivinj; thi' copies

of ..(K'M rcsulution.s, the Marcjucss of Kiptni, then
HfCit'tary for the Colonit-s, sent to the several Colonial
l.overntnents a Memorandum settinj; forth in some
detail the objections on behalf itl (Ireat Hritain to tin

pn^osat that she s. ould enter into any sueh tival

rearranj^ement, and ,iointinjf nut in parli ular that
" the ;fain to the Coloti'es, whatever it mi^fht be, would,
even at first, be altojjether incummensurate \\ith the
loss to the Mother Country."!

Mh. Ciiamiu-:ki..\i\'!s Kaki.ikh I'oikv.

This did not, however, prevent Mr. Chamberlain
from reeo^nising in iHy^ the \alue of this idja as a
leveraj^e for his wider project, .ind, addressmj^' ihe
Canada Club, in London, in Man h, iHty», he pr(M-laimrd
the doetrine that Imperial union "tan Im- most hope-
full;' approached, in the lirst place, from its comnien ij'

side," and that "a true /oUverein for the Knipire, a
I'Vce Trade established throuf^'hout the ICnipire, thou^'h
it would involve the impositioi] of duties against
foreign countries, might probably lead to a satisfac-

tory arrangement, if the Colonies were on their part
willing to consider it," At this time he rejected the
notion of the preferential bond as totally impiat-
ticable. *' That, while the Colonies should be left

absolutely free to impose what protective duties they
please both on foreign countries' and British produce,
they should be required to make a small discrimination
in favour of British trade, in return for which we
should be expected to change our whole system and
should impose juties on food and raw material. . . . My
own opinion is that there is not the slightest chance
that in any reasonable time this ccintry would adopt
o one-sided an arrangement. I do not behcvc that

.he working classes of this country would consent to

^ C. 7829, page 2. t C. 75J4, page 5.


