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Six month struggle ends

Meszaros teaches first seminr at York

By CARL STIEREN :

Istvan Meszaros, noted Marxist scholar, started his first seminar at York
last Friday by recommending the works of three bourgeois theorists.

When the choice of texts was discussed, Meszaros strongly urged
discussion of Ralf Dahrendorf and Karl Mannheim, and John Kenneth
Galbraith, because these writers are so important to the Western Social and
political thought.

Meszaros was given permission to teach just this month after a six-month
struggle with the Department of Manpower and Immigration, which had at
first denied him landed immigrant status for undisclosed ‘“‘security
reasons.”’

Before the seminar last Friday, some students had feared that Meszaros
would want the class to run in a more formal European manner, but these
fears proved unfounded. Meszaros participated in the seminar as an equal
member and resource person. The class, a graduate seminar on ideology
and class consciousness, had been running on an interim basis with two
other professors and six students.

Nine people, including Meszaros, gathered around a conference table in
Atkinson college last Friday to discuss the tasks and contradictions of a
worker’s state in Lenin’s State and Revolution, and stayed on twenty
minutes after the class had ended.

The issues were ones that had been argued before in cafes among small
groups of exiles in Zurich and in secret meetings of many more in Czarist
Russia: Does the state become oppressive only when the working class
becomes conscious of its nature? If this is true, would the revolutionary
dictatorship of the proletariat eventually become the oppressor of ihe
masses? With these questions, Jim Moran opened the seminar and finished . o .
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spontaneous workers’ revolt. over Istvan Meszaros taught his first class last European manner Meszaros participated as a

The questions provoked thought, disagreement, and sometimes even Friday. Although many students feared he would member of the class.
passion. D.C. Davies replied to Moran'’s opening question by saying that the
proletarian state would become less oppressive only after classes were
sucessfully abolished. Mark Boekelman emphasized that the reason Lenin

gave so much attention to the question of a proletarian state was a specific , '
tactical one — to consolidate the Russian Revolution which was going on at ;
the time and to protect the revolution from internal and external forces. 7 *-z

Meszaros replied that State and Revolution was unfinished because Lenin
wanted to participate in a revolution rather than theorize about it. When d
someone asked if the Soviet state could be subjected to Lenin’s criticisms, A F"_M ON
Meszaros replied, “That is the unwritten chapter.” :

The repartée continued with Daniel Drache asserting that technocratic
material developments must be accompanied by a change in the relation- pro~rgite ryllr -~
ship of the worker to his work. Meszaros replied that it does not necessarily . g PR IM AL T H E R A PY
follow that consciousness must develop parallel to technology : CRETRY PPEO I 1% .“f

““How do you reconcile the development of Soviet society, which was the \ 120 Crete Scomm gt o ey bt
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consciousness?’’ Yonge Street Telephone 486.0997 486.0999
Then the class ended, and the armchair radicals went to lunch. M Kot : i
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Further information:

Claremont Centre
85 Spadina Road
921-7777

THE $400 A-350 IS THE FINEST
CASSETTE DECK WE HAVE EVER HEARD.
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Yesterday I coudn’t even spel editur—
today I ar one.

Now AT AN UNHEARD OF $325 Applications for editor-in-chief of Excalibur for the 1973.
. ® 74 academic year are now being accepted.
Applicants will be screened by the current Excalibur
SCOOP ONE staff. The candidate of their choice is then formally ac-
. cepted by C.Y.S.F. in early March.
The position is full-time; staff and salary commensurates
with qualifications and experience. Some experience with a
professional daily is desirable, but not absolutely
necessary.
Apply in writing enclosing a resume of experience in
- relevant fields including clippings if available:
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