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editoria

Now that Orientation Week
and all its attendant horrors are
over, yet fresh in the memery,
it's o good time to reflect on the
week's events, whether for bet-
ter or worse. What with the
library being overwhelmed by
people coming in to find out how
many works by and on”
Shokespeare there are in the
collection (322, | believe), ill-
feeling towards the re-
quirements for entry to the Ache
‘' Wake (19 being the un-
satisfactory crucial age) and cer-
tain more questionable evenis
that have happened during the
period of “madness”, Crienta-
tion Week has given a decided
atmosphere to the UNB campus
and the minds of its inmates,
sorry, students.

Despite the fact that any cam-
pus institution, any educational
establishment, needs to have o
good “atmosphere” in which to
foster ¢ healthy social and, yes,
academic environment, it
sometimes happens that a few
of the constituents who go
towards making this unmystical
aura leave quite a lot to be
desired. What | am referring to
here are 'minor’ matters, that
some might label “none of your
goddam business”, such as the
incident in one of the Houses
last week where some poor,
probably “sensitive”, soul who
wasn't making enough effort to
fit in with the House spirit, had
his belongings thrown cut of his
window on the second floor, in-
cluding breakable possessions
which would be un undoubted
financial loss. ‘Live and let live'
is a saying that is often heard
and, without wanting to appeecr

dogmatic, it seems thot it is o
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good concept. When does
“frosh-bashing” cross over from
good-humoured fun te intimida-
tion? Surely one of the advan-
tages of a university or college
education is that it offers one
the chance to become open-
minded and more tolerant of
other people's opinions. If so-
meone doesn’t want to tuke part
in a particular ‘frosh’ event, they
shouid not have to; they have
the right to a basic human
priviiege - individuality. Without
it, the world would be a hell of a
boring place; what lovers see in
each other are individual
characteristics, the same goes
for friends. And, neediess tc
say, the same goes for complete
strangers. Sc let's have a bit
more telerance. .

Now on to more pleasant
things. Overali, especicily on
the organizational level, Orien-
tation Week has been a fair suc-
cess. All credit is due to Wayne

Schrever and the Orientation

Committee, particularly for the
quite unique ideu of having
members of the Committee
simulate what it is like to be a
freshmon, coming to UNB for the
first time, and all the confronta-
tions that a freshman might en-
counter, whether academic,
social or administrative. This
should be o ‘must’ for any Orien-
tation Committee in the future.
Group leaders were though: to
be pretty good and handled their
jobs well. Shinerama and the
uncfficial events in each respec-
tive House also seem tc have
been a success and deserve con-
gratulations.

There has been some criticism
of the Ache 'n' Wake in so far
that as it is scheduled during
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Frosh week, anyone under 19
i.e., most Frosh, is not allowed
entry. (However, this is a matter
that should be taken up with the
Province, not with the Orienta-
tion Commitiee). The alternative
events laid on for freshmen in
such an event were also felt to

be inadequate, although this

probably only refers to a few
events, by no means all. it was
felt that there was more variety
at the Casino last year than this
this year. And there was a
general feeling that more infor-
mation could have been given
on the location of campus
buildings etc. Maybe it would
also be an idea to have more
restriction on entrance to the
late-night movies - bypassing
the “no liquor taken in" restric-
tion by getting inebriated
beforahand is not conducive te
the pleasure of those who are in
a fit state to appreciate the
movies.

The Frosh pack itself will pro-
bably be o matter of coniroversy
for some time. It is rumoured
that many whe paid their $15
never turned up to collect their
Frosh packs. Well, that seems to
be a case of bad financial sense
to me. If you pay for something,
make sure you get it. Whether
or not the Frosh pack is intrin-
sically worth $15 is debatable. It
seems rather a lot for giving in-
formation to freshmen which
should be given tc them free.
Some degree of printing costs
must, of course be taken infe ac-
count, but it could be the
freebies (free taxi rides,
bookstore tickets, etc) push up
the costs. One thing, it's a damn
good way of passing an hour,
reading through it all, and it's
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the best way to iearn about what
socia! events or clubs there
might be available to you. The
Orientation Book itself was very
well produced and packed full of
useful information; perhaps one
of the most admircble and
necessary articles was that writ-
ten about methods of contracep-
tion and the severity of rape end

its consequences. Its quite sur- -

prising how ignorant or unin-
formed many people are concer-
ning contraception, and it sure
makes for a less troubled life if
you are clear about the success
percentages for the respective
methods and the effects on the
partners - greater understan-
ding of a rape victim's feelings
and problems is desperately
needed; this could be achieved
most successfully by a reap-
praisal of everyone's approach
to this social disease.

Finally, all the freshmen who
were at the Aitken Centre on
Tuesday when the President of
UNB greeted ycu, would do well
to try and remember most of his
speech in the nexi few years,
even including the story about
the little bird and the pile of ----.
A university education is, at the
moment, a priviiege and that is
something to appreciate. It is
also probably going to be one of
the best periods of your life.

However, a university education
should be something available
to any ycung person, reasonably
intelligent, and not dependent
on finance or position in society
-it would be a good thing to cam-
paign for in the future. Educa-
tion is a right not a privilege.
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