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REFLEC
any have again been brouglit B y S T A F F
one management. The eliminia-

,f M.\r. James Ross from active control of either of these coin-
s is aise a pieasing feature. Mr. Ross is capable and clever,
e is net a man who makes for peace cither among corporations
Long industriai workers. With his passing from the active stage,
should lie a more congenial atmosphere in the Nova Scotia ceai
-on regien.
turthermore, the union of these twe cempanies wiii probably
that the "bonus" era will have passed se far as the l)ominion

-rnment is cencerned. In the last twelve years, the l)ominion
rnmnent has paid eut sixteen and a haif million dollars iiinue
lustries-a sum quite large eneugli te have built a inmber )f
lips suitabie for patrol work and coastal defence. 0f tiis hutge
most of it lias been paid te the iren and steel companies. Last
for example, the total amount paid in this way was $1,864,0o0.
lich $1,067,000 went te the Dominion Iron and Steel Cem-pany.
lis basis, Canada must have paid the Cape, Breton concernl somle-
like eight million dollars-a bonus necessitated by eariy mis-
on the part of the builders and financiers, and net by the induls-

conditions the company had te face.
£s for the Hamilton Steel Company, the Drummond Ironi Coin-
s, the Lake Superior Corporation and the othgr participants in
on and steel bounties, we know that they are aIl in a position te)
care ef themselves when the bounty systemn expires next year.
nIy doulit was in connection with the Cape Breton comparny,

liat doulit has happily been removed by this newly accomplishied

ADING speeches on the Budget as reported in the Britishnes
papers is rather an amusing recreation. It is like takinig part in

uadian general election which exists only in the imagination. A
lian reading about a big political figlit ini Great Brtiior the
!d States can always get a mucli clearer idea ot the issuecs thanl
,vere a Canadian fight., It is comparatively easy te take ant imi-
III view ef a figlit in which you are net vitally interested.
Vhen you see one British politician arguiing tfîat the Budget wiii
up mnany of the British landed estates and uinjustly and uinfairiy
the rich 'people, yeu wonder if it is se. Then youi read that

[er (Mr. Arthur Lee, M.P., et al) States that the budget bears
hardly upon the wage-earners than any other class of the cein-

ty. You begin te smile. Your wonder changes to amusement,
know that both cannot be right - an-d youi realise that the
cers are poliicians.
ýgain, when you read that Mr. AcIand hias stated that the Gov-
ent lias reduced the public delit by 126 million dollars in tîire
you begin te think Great Britain must be a prospereus country.
you turn te an address by Mr. ClavelI Salter, and yen find his
ient that while the savings accounits of the British people have

ased 70 million dollars, those of the German people have
ised 300 millions. You smiie once more-for you realise again
liere are two more politicians.

[E should always read of pelitical centroversies in other colin-
tries; it helps to keep one sane. When one secs two honlest,

[iinded citizens taking the same set cf facts and drawing opposite
usions frein themn, it la manifest that at least one is wrong;
Lbly both are wreng. After a littie practice ef this kind, one
ns te the reading ef the editoriais in the party newspapers at

and ordinary credulity vanishes. Unheliet la the first step in
a n independent patriotic citizen. Se long as you believe what

PLE generally should be glad
Lat the Dominion Iron and Steel
ny and the Dominion Coal

"T' TI~ '.T S you arc told, you arc a partisan. When11 j 0 N S yei learui toe lclie nobody, te listen
respýlectfully but doubtÎngiy to ail ex-

W R 1 T E R S pr-essins of opinion, you are on the
ihayte be a citizen of reai imnport-

ance and a man wlouthe poî îî cfar.

TJ AKý tis Canadian nav questioni, and thinik of it along this ie
'Mr. jones ,a~ ' \,(aniada ýshouid liot buiid a navy c f her owu.il

becaus-e CanIada liasý nl( saIY as to) whethclr the I3rîtish Em11pire wili go,
te war or ne, Jou llaiintains thiat we have ne riglit te plunigu
Canadla and maain ]Ie« af \\ar akbout the nierits of whfich we knowý
and eau kniow niothnli e 1c\ wou!l neot build a single ship ; send noney
te Great lBri1taill If -1u 11ike, but den'iit build a Canadian "ýtiiu-pot" navy
te iead Ca1ada inounc ayInternational comiplications.

Alen ceresMr. rwnalud lie tells Yoju conflidenitially that lie
is ppsdte giv ing nnyte) the British Navy. Ile deciares that
if we( contIrol outr -ewn Iavy wV %\acIl thenl oeput of wars of wiiicli
we donl't approve. If thec Caniadianl Ilavy is directed and controiled
'firor Uttawa, iit%\i11 net be, sent inito anyv war cf foreigui aggression
net approved b: theý Canladiani peopIe. Iuc secs great dangecr in con-
tibu)tting te thle frts leet, anid i s quite satib ýfied thiat ail wiIi be
well If the Caainpeople control thieir own naval expenditures and
decide wheni thecir ships shiaîl fighit ojr remain inactive.

Thelise two mleil Joncs and Brnown arc typical. Each eue wants te
avoid a bad resullt. To secure lis objcct, each would do the thiug
te which the otheri objeets. Eahis heonest ; each is in carnest. Who
shall say whc sWrkng?

HWfliLE the oplinioni cf the writer is s;trongiy in faveur of a
.V Canadiani navy, lie sympathises withi those who think that the

Canadian peepie, not Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mýr. Rý. L. Borden,
should have decidled the queistioni. lndeed, hie believes that the proper
mlethod for tueopsdt thie Cýanadian1 navy idea is te invite the
political leaders te openl up1 hiai a dozenl close conist ituecie s and let
the peeple vote oul the ueto.This is the melthod which the
Býritisher adopts. For exaiille, let MNr. C. A.\ Magrath, member for
the constituenucy of MeIdiciîne liat, offer te resign is seat and ceentest
the conistituiency withl a man, Liberai or Conservative, who is In
favouir of a Caniadian navy rathecr thani a cash contribution to the
British Naval Funid. l'et themn agree beforehand tliat thils is te be
the main topic fer argument. and that neo'etheri is te bc discuissed.
It wouid be a pretty figlit, and the resuilt would give a fair idea ef the
feeling of the peopie of iberta. Let \Ir. MIonk do thec salue in
Q)uebec, and othecrs in the Mýaritimne Provinces, Ontario andl Maitoba.

It is hardly necessary te hoid a referendumn on the question,
although if the flouise ef Cýommoi(ns thouglit it advisable suchi a pro-
ceeding wvould bc quite possible. Th'le question is thec largest and
meost important that lias beeni Up for decision in recent years, and a
referendumn te the people woulcf create miuch discussion and interest.
The objection te it is that it would bce expenisive and weuild relieve
memilbers of a responisibulity whichi they are, under acknowiedged
practice, eniitied te assume. On the whole, we wouid prefer te see
a few by-elections Ii representative censtituencies. The educative
effect wouid be almnost as great and the expenlse would lie a bagatelle.

0
0~ N the authority ef such men as Colonel Steele and Genieral Sir

SPercy Lake, Canada is ceming rapidiy te the front as a nation
capable of self-defence. General Lake states that now, for the first
t1ime lin our history since the British troops left this country, we are
in a position te put an armly in the field and te successfuliy keep it
there. The army lias always existed on paper but until recent years
no adequate provisi1on was made for feeding it, transporting it, keep.
ing it in good heaith and paying the men on duty. We have now
reached the stage where we have an army service corps capable of
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