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“THIS ugly machine for pulling flax was

invented by an Ontario preacher: It is
here seen at work in a York county freld,
Man.ridden, tractor-hauled, ugly—but ex-
Pected in future to be efficient. :

» o .

NT_T your towel, table-cloth ior 'spool of linen =

thread that is pictured in. embryo here=— :

but the wings of your future aeroplane if
You decide to use one. No flax, no aeroplanes.
According to A. L. McCredie, “former editor of
the Canadian Countryman, now flax grower and
Manufacturer in St. Mary’s, Ont., it takes about
an average acre of flax to make the wings for.
°ne aeroplane. Whether it takes less or more.
epends upon whether the flax is. well-grown, Pict )
efore being fully ripe, retted evenly and well sCuich:

© (the separation of the fibre from the woody part .

Of the stem).

Now of all commodities affected by the W
38 gone up faster than anything else. COPPET h?,s
Qadrupled in price since the war. Flax has quin:
tpled. 1n 1913 flax was produced at.a loss. g
®mand for flax is as urgent mow as the old U. 5
Slogan of 1914, “Buy a bale of cotton,” when the war
fung the 1914 crop back on the: producer _an:d evetr);
%0dy was urged to buy a bale no matter if it mti:t
'L the back yard, just to help the producer. 0
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WAR has brought even
moss to the aid of every-

» body. Cotton has gone

b in price but not nearly so
Much as it would have done if
Sbhagnum moss had not been
Uiized a5 dressings for
Woungs, jnstead of so much
bsorhent cotton. How We
farn from savages! The In-
lans in the north country for

“enturies haye made various
sind‘s of dressings from the
f(l:hagnum mosses that are
Und almost anywhere be-

t,;ve‘e“ Owen Sound and near
® Arctic Circle. For a long

DY the old poeti

stem for the

ar, flax:

The

SPHAGNUM MOSS

FACTS about FLAX

RT STORY of the Aeroplane
SH%ings that grow in the fields of
Ontario; an acre of flax to one set of

wings. ;
g From information furnished

By A. L. McCREDIE

¢ hand method, all roots come
he roots are as valuable as th_e
wings of an aeroplane,

»

up,—because b

every fibre of whifch with a Fremenio:sli
o is needed for man-wings. nd i
incr%sﬁlli?iiiirlsto produce flax for wings. Un-
tal'ies ¢ bor is useless in the operation and manage-
sk:ll_ed e takes away the very people needed to
ineRR War‘ <. Such is war! Canada raised about
make war-Wl_glib-re flax in 1917; this year the acreage
saN Ot 14,000, Fibre flax grows almost entire-
Wﬂ_szw‘a_bf-l;n ontario where the mills are with the
lynlllxlla‘rtft:zs (ff skilled labor. Seed flax grows almost
re :
Wil o themv:glfzt;‘lax in 1919, at about $25 a ton,
ok ol gre it for profit, says McCredie, with
o ngtof'o?:;s ‘but with oats or barley. You can
wheat -or 1105 o o ‘

so with flax,

FOR SOLDIERS

HIS dream of flax and femininity is a
sheaf of flax in the arms of Miss Martin,
who is in visiting charge of all women’s
summer work camps in Ontario.
»

grow it in old sod, without fertilizer. When asked
whether flax would: ever come to compete with
cotten.as an industry, McCredie says,—No, flaxy
products are too expensive to compete in price
unless the flax industry should develop by the
transfer of processes from hand to machine work,
so as to cut the cost. So in 1918 we have the
machine flax puller which is expecteda to replace
the old poetic Millet-like picture of girls pulling
by hand.

Visions ¢f the future—when Canada has de-
veloped an aeroplane industry for both war and
peace; when Canada has an aircraft force of her
own “on its own,” and when the flax fields of Ontario
are as characteristic as the apple orchards of Nova
Scotia, and the wheat fields of the prairies. Canada’s
vast distances, and at present sparse population,
make the airship as greaf a necessity in the 20th
century as transcontinentals were in the 19th. Can
ada is to become a flying country. But unless we
go into the growing of flax as systematically as the
culture of hogs, the aeroplane industry behind the
aircraft  force can never materialize. A nation of
filyers can never develop on imported wings.
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while now sphagnum moss
from Scotland has been used
as dressings for war wounds at
the front, It is now being pre-
pared and sent in large guan-
tities: from Canada. The ladies
shown in this photograph are
engaged in sorting and picking
those hygienic mosses before
packing them into compresses
for use instead of absorbent
cotton. The use of sphagnum
hoss has made it possible to
do without thousands of tons
of cotton, besides making as
good a dressing as any wound-
ed man could want.
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