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Resume: Major Alan Vernon withdraws f rom part-
nership with Sir Robert Aylward and Mr. Champers-
Haswell, promoters of Sahara, Limited, because the
editor of "The Judge" bas informed him of the coni
pany's dishonorabie methods. Vernon refuses to seli
to Sir Robert a curious idol which bas been a feature
of the office for over a year, and which seems to have
a talismanic quality. Vernon spends the week-end at
"The Court," Mr. Champers-Hasweli's home, and whiie
there Jeeki, the negro servant, telis the story of the
idol, the "Yellow God," which was brought from Afrïca.
Miss Barbara Champers, the niece of the bost, is the
object of Sir Robert Aylward's and also Major Ver-
non's devotion. Alan finally ýwins Barbara's promise
to 'become his wife but their engagement is to be kept
secret. Sir Robert becomes Alan's bitter enemy on
Iearning of the betrothai. Alan and Jeeki set out for
Africa in searcb of treasure from the worshippers of
the Yellow God, "Little Bonsa." In their African
adventures, Major Vernon and Jeeki are attacked by
dwarfs, armed with poisoned arrows, wbo are driven
off by a cannibal tribe, the Ogula, w'bo take Alan and
Jeeki prisoners but treat tbem kindly on account of
the Yellow God. Alan falîs sick but the Ogula take
him and Jeeki up the river. They reach the Gold
House where the Yellow God is piaced and meet the
wonderful priestess, Asika, wbo takes tbemn througb the
treasure bouse. The Gold House is a great revelation
of riches but Alan and Jeeki become anxious when thcy
observe Asika's determination to make the former bier
busband. At the feast of Little Bonsa, Alan is dis-
gusted by the slanghter and beathen orgies. Alan is
giyen a store of goid wbich bie sends to coast by Jeeki's
motber and some of the Ogula wbosc chief, Fahni, is
anxious to bie rescued. Alan and Jeeki find themselves
iiractîcally prisoners ai Asika's mercy.

CIJAPTER XXI.

SFKING IeSCAP1Z.

B UT Jeeki did not sleep, al-
tbougb be, too, iay down ip-
on bis lied. On the contrary,
lie remained wide awake and
reflected, more deepiy per-
haps than hie bad ever done
biefore, being sure that the
superstition as to the de-
pendence of Aian's life up-
on bis own was now worn
very thin, and that bis hour

was, at band. He tbougbt of making Aian*s wild
attempt to depart impossible by the simple ntethod
of warning the Asika, but, notwithstanding bis
native seifisbness, was ton loyal to let tbat idea take
root in bis mmnd. No, there was notbing to bie donc;
if the Major wisbed to start, tbe Major must start,
and he, Jeeki, nmust pay the price.

Presently a figure emerged front the shadows
into the faint ligbt thrown ly the single lamp that
burned ahove, and thougb it was wrapped in a dark
cloak Jeeki knew at once that it was not the Asika.
Very steaitbily the figure crept towards bini as a
leopard migbt creep, and bent down to examine hinti.
The movement caused the cloak to slip a littie, and
for an instant Jeeki caugbt sight of the wasted, bai!-
crazed face of the Mungana and of a long curved
kuife that glittereil in bis hand.

Trhe Mungana watched him awbile, then. satis-
fied that be slept, turned round, and bending bimself
almost double, glided witb infinite precautions to-
wards Alan's bied, that stood some twelve or four-
teen feet away. Silently as a snake that uncoils
itself, Jeeki slipped front between bis blankets and
crept after him, bis naked feet making no noise
upon the mat-strewn floor.

Alan was lying on his back witb bis tbroat ex-
posed, a very easy vîctim. For' a moment the
Mungana stared. Then bie erected himself like a
snake about to strike, 'and lifted the great curved
knife, taking aim at the naked breast. Teeki erected
himsejlf also, and even as the knife began to faîl,
with one hand he caught the arm that drove it and
with the other the murderer's throat. The Mungana
fought like a wîld cat, but Jeeki was too strong for
him.

It wvas at this juncture tbat Alan woke up and
asked sleepily what was the matter.

"Nothing, Major," answered Jeekî in îow but

clicurttil toutus. *''anaýke u,, goîing to bite y uii anîd I
catch hit. tiaI ai.

-Bc~ careui, Jcuki, or \on s'.iii kili the nitan,''
sai(ld taî rc,. hgttusinig titu Miuligalia, andu takiig i
tue situaitui.

xxlhy îlot, MIajor ? lic xx lut k11 1 ýoit. andtt ic
tutu a ft ur xx a rus. Gou d r jida .ce o f ia rtaib HIui, a s
Blible say.-

-an fot su) sure, cki ix c hit air anut let
nie think. Teli himi that it lie itakus aux- nuise. lie
di es,"

-Nuxx, fricnd,'' said Aiaiî iii Asiki, 'x idixu
w'ish t0 stab iuef -

*'llcanisc 1 liate x on.u,xx cuitliu ittt.'xx
to-nitorrux xviii take tus'1 place andtlhe xxie lu loU u

Asa yuar ot txx% u .ig x uoi tk sui:uti ulus
eh? \\ell, suppose nowx t hat 1 doit wxant uititr
your place or yuur x c

"\x bat xx uild t ha- niattur uveti i f il xx ru truc.
\''Itite NIali, silice shuc xanî', 'y u

-1 ain t hintk inxg, frieiîd. t ha t thburu is soittuuiue
cise shu wxill want xx-liu she hucars of t Lis. I iow
(Io yul!! supose that voit xili ieî tu-itrruw ? u''t
st) casiiy as you hulie, lierhialis.''

*'S up)siîg 1 niiake a itargalit xxiti voit,"' wunt
on Alan slîîwiy. -Sîtpposing 1 say: 'Nli gaita, show
nie the way otit of titis pîlace, as yo uiean, uioxx ut
onte. Or. if yutt prefer ut, reftuse and lic given np)
tu the Asika.' *

-u.'tutiiui y(tt kili ute afterwards?' bue askud.
''Nmn 1. Vhy shoîuid 1 wisl to kil vot?"
"I cannuit lîclicxc votn, White M'an. It is it

p>ossible titat you shoîuld xvisb to mun axvay front su
ittucit love anud glory, or to sparu une xvho wuiî
have siain ytt.'

*'jeeki,'' said Alan, ''this feiiow is uîiad ; after ail,
i think voit had better go to the (luor anid shutt for
the prîcsts.-

*No, nto, lorui," beggeui the wretched creattîre,
I xxiii trust yott. 1 xxii try, thougi it is you wio

iltinst be ia(i.
'\'ury good. Stantd over hiîtt, jeeki, wxhie 1 ptt

onin îy thiutgs, aîîd-yes, give nie that iîtask. If lie
st irs, kîIiibit at ouCu."

"No go," Jeeki intîtrel, "nuo go! If we guI
past l)riests. .Xxika catch nls wîb bier mtagie.'

Alani sterttîy itace im in e quiet and stop) behii
if bue uid utut wish to cornu.

"Nno, Major,'' lie autsxered, "I coltie ail riglit.
Asika very prejiidiccd iîuggar, antd if she find nie
here alone-ob, mny!

"Foiiowv nie, Wh ite Man,-~ said IVitngaia, "and
if x'ou ulesire to live, bie silent. Throw yuur cioaks
about yottr beads."

Th'e Mtinigana weuîl lirst doil the stair. Jeeki
foiiowed, holding himi by the ai with one banti
wbile in the other hie kept his uwn kiîife ready to
stal> iiîîî at thte first sign of treachery.

Alani bmotught up the rear, keepiuig hlid o!f
jeeki's cîoak. They passeul doxvn tweive stups uo!
stair, titen tttrited tu the rigbt aiung a tunnel, Ibuit
to thie ieft, theut to the might again. At length, qutîil
oif a stiddeit, tbev euierged into tttoonilight.

Alanl iooked abolit bini and kitew the place. It
was xx'ere tLe feast Lad been buIed twu inunths lic-
fore. whenl tbe l)miests weme poisouteul andu Big lusa
chose the vieîinis for sacrifice. .\lready il was l)me-
pýared for the great festival of tu-itiorrow wieît thte
Mungania shutd (iruwit hinseif antd Alan bu mir-
ried te, the .'sika. Th'e inooiigbî shone on tbe
glaring, deathiy ex'es of Big flonsa, its fisb like
snlout and ils lige, paie tetb. Alan iooked aI it and
shivemed. for tLe tbing was hlorrid anti uucaituy.

The Mtîngana noticed bis fear and wbispered:
"*We nit sxxitt tbe water. If you have a goul

W\hite Man, pray hini to protect yon front Bonsa.,"
"Go on," answered Alan, "I do nul dread a fetisb.

Oltly the look o! il. But is there no wav round ?"
The Mungana sbook bis head and began to enter

tLe canal. leeki, wbose teetb were chattering. Lung
back. bt Alan pusbed him from bebiud, su sbarplv
that bie stumbied and made a splasb. Then Alaît
followed, and as tLe cold, black water rose to bis
,chest, looked at Big Bonsa.

It seemed to Lim that tbe tbing Lad turned round
and was staring at them. Surely a few secnds ago
'ts snout pointed the other way. No. that nîîtst la
fancy. He was swimnîing now, they were ail sxvint-
ting, Alan and Jeeki holding their pistois and little
stock o! carîridges above their Leads to kee1î thent
dry. The gold bead of Big Bonsa ap peared to bie
lifting itself up in the water, as a reptile migbt in

oPdur t,, get a botter x'îexx of tituse proccediiigs, but
dlulless tl \%-as the rîiples that they caised xxhicli
,gve il titis .ipicarînxce.

Il t xa ablitt t Ielt va rus off aind( thc li''' x'c in thie
tîtidîl of thie cattal. 'llie ltîgtad ici assed ih
:eeki itad îtassed it. Ih xxas iut a lite xx ith lî.ai's
licad. Oh)i Ile i la ts !a sitluicti sîntîttîer o! foattu, a
rtush i k c tlliat of a t <ri tcti, anîd sut itw dx uwtt bc-
txxeett to cnirx itg vxes. aî flaslh uf gtild. 'ient a
gturgitîg,, inuaitat lattgh, antd a xxciglit tipui ]lis
In;u k. i)ti't xxett.i Aanu, <Iowx't anid dowtt

('il \i'I XXII.
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'l'luie illtut ulthL a ht x'c vanii shicu .Alaut xx.îs a lut t
ut the deptlis xx'iti tliis dcxii. or xxli.teeu i ittiglit

lic. île culu feu1  btantds a n( fect gritpp inîg aintd
t read inig oui Iii iii, bttt thlîy d id tiot sucii t > lic It iiiali,
fîîr t here xxcru loti iîaly of tlim. Also tle' xx're
x'ery etîld. Ilc gave Iittiisel f ni) for dcad, autd

tîoîltof Barbtara.
llictt sutinetiig flasîteil it t Itis illnul. lit lus

baund lie still litud the revolver. Ilc iiressed it
a ga lut th t lc i g thiat xva s ~îit tr inug lii iii, antd<
itiled the trigger. Agai u lie pîîul il, anid agaiti,

ftor it xxas a self ctu.kiug xx'aîîuui, ;îtît eveti thîc
deeii duxx u iti thc xatur lie hucard the tbtîd tif the
exhthosou o! the datii) lrotuf colîler camtridges. [lis
Iiîugs xverc lînmstiîîg, luis setîses reeed ; onuly ciiongli
of thiîu reuîîaiîed tu teulîl ti tîtat lic xvas fret' tof
titat stratiglung grîi antd fllatiutg uîîwards. His
ltcad ruse above the sturfacu, atnt tîrotugli the nitith
of lus itask lie irexx lin the sxxeel air witiî gruat
gaspis. I oxx'u huloxx hit lin lie clear water lic saxx
thu yeluîx head o! Big Bouisa rocking aund qjuix cm-
iîîg like a greal rcflected uîîooîî, saw t00 Iluat it xvas
bcgniug tu rise. Yet lie cotîld flot swirn awav
frot it, the thing seuuied to have Lyputotised Littu.
Hie heard Jeeki caliîg tu hin front the shaliuw'
water ticar flhc further batik, but stili Lie floated
tucre like a log sîariuig dowiî at Big flonsa beuteatit.

J ceki pluiiged back ito tue canai, and with a
fexx strtug strokes reacîîed hit, grippeul hit îy thie
ani, aunu began to tuw hii t the shiore. Ilefure

liiey caiîe there Big Boussa rose like a litige fisîi aund
t nied to follow tlîetî, hait cotîid nuit, or su it scentci.
At alty rate, it oîuîy wliirleul rounud andt rondîuu tuipou
lthe stirface, wbile front it poured a white flîiid that
turned the water lu the Lue o! mulk.

"Whaî is it, Jeeki ?" le said with an idiotie
latîgl. "\Vlîat is it?

"Oh ! don't kuiuw. Devil and ail, p'raps. Custît
on, Major, before il catch us."

"I diuî't tbiuîk it xviii catch anyone jîîst at lire-
seuit. Devii or nul, holiow uîuîsed bttllets doîî't agrc
xxitlî il. Shahl I give il anuitier, Jeeki ? " anid lie
Iîfted tLe pistul.

"No, no, Major, <lotît play toifuol," aund jeeki
grabbed bini by lthe artît andt ulragged Lit awax'.

A few paces fîtîer oin stood the Muuigaiia liku
a utari tmansfixed, anîd even tseti Alan noticed tlîat
lie rugarleu bis with souîctliing akin le, awe.

"Slruutger ltait the god," Lie multered, "sîrouiger
tuait the god," and bounded îurwarul.

Fl"oîowing tLe path that rau Lesitle tLe cantal,
thlîuv pîtuigeul mbt a tunniel, liuliiig ecd other as
befumru. fl a few mnutes tLey wcme tbmoîîgh il anîd
li a pîlace fuli o! cedar trees outside tue wall of the
Guld Hotîse, lunder wbicii evideuîîly the tunnel pass-
cd, for there it ruse belîind theti. Titrue inueil
apl)eared ho cul ofif Ibeir retreat.

The Mungauia slackencd bis speed and sai(l mic
word-"Finishcd !" and Jeeki also hesitated, thxii
tîmneu anîd poititeul bebiiîd theni.

Alan Iuuked back, anid fiitling in and o11t be-
lween thie cedar Irees saw tLe wbite robes o! the
priesîs o! Bouisa. Theîî uespair seized Ibeni aIl. aund
flîey rtished at tLe bridge. Jeeki rcaclîed il first, andu
dodugiiig beneath the sîîeams of the îwo guards,
îîiîuîged Lis knife iiito the Itreast o! oie o! tbein
aund buîted tLe tler wtL bis greal lcaul. su tuiat Le
feul over the side of tLe bridige onti luhîe rocks
lieltiw.

"Cnt, Majur, eut "Lie sajul tu Alan, wbo pîishel
past Lim. "AIl rigbî nuw."

TLey weme oui tLe namroxv swaying bridge-il
was but a sinîgle piank-Alaîî firsî, then tLe Muin-
gana, Iben Jeek. Wet tLe' were bal! xxay across
Alan luiokeul lefuime bita, aîîd saw a sîgbt Le could
neyer forge.

(Continued on Page 21)


