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possible grades and prices.

P ESTABLISHED 1904

MORRISON & CO.
GRAIN COMMISSION * B y-gtegey
GRAIN EXCHANGE, WINNIPEG -

We handle Wheat, Oats, Flax and Barley on commission, obtaining best
work is prompt, accurate an- reliable. Iet
us-handle. YOUR shipments this season.

_ application. '
quermoea Bank of Toronto, Northern Crown Bank and Commercial Agencies

&

Daily or weekly market letter on

*

- .

_.that are going.

Established 1857

are in strong demand for special shipment. Write us before
loading for best destination and secure advantage of any premiums

‘Careful checking of grade, liberal advances, prompt adjustments.

;lame's' Richardson & Sons, Ltd.

Grain Exchange, Winnipeg

Licensed and Bonded

[r—

request.

' The Report for 1915

Of The Great-West Life Assurance
Company is now in print, and will be
mailed to any interested person on

It records a year of remarkable success
—success founded upon twenty-three
years of remarkable -

Results to Policyholders

Over $119,000,000 of Insurance is now
held in force by

The Great-West Life Assurance Company

- Head Office

- Winnipeg

and the damage is:done

Your seasbn's crop destroyed, and your time and money wasted. TLoss—A

ataggering loss.

our neighbor was wise. He insured against loss,by hail with

‘The Canada Hail Insurance Company

Insure NOW with a Company known throughout the West as the BEST for fair

dealing, low rates, positive protection, prompt settlements, full payment of losses.

Full information from our Branch Recording Offices: P.O. Box 366, Regina ;
P.0. Box 232, Calgary, or our Local Agents. '
CARSON & WILLIAMS BROTHERS LIMITED

UNION BANK BUILDING, WINNIPEG
General Agents for Manitobs, Saskatchewan snd Alberte

2
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’ Jo Ho Mo CARSON s
Manufacturer of ARTIFICIAL LIMBS
838 Colony St., Winnipeg’
Established 1900

The Latest in Slip Sacket. Satisfaction
‘ Guaranteed: !

PATENTS

Trade Marks and Designs
Write for booklet and circular, terms, ete.

Featherstonhaugh & Co.

Fred. B. Featherstonhaugh . KX.C., M.G,
Gerald S, Roxburgh,B.A. Se.
209~10 Bank of Nova Scotia, Portage Ave
(Corner o fGarry)

WINNIPEG

Peace River Pioneers of 1914
' By Q. Fairchild. -

the lure of the more settled

_ parts of the west and after a
return east and his marriage, he -felt
even more certain that only in the west
he' could satisfy his full belief in his
capacity of “make good,” and use his
knowledge of logging and sawing learnt
in the timber lands of Quebec, to be the
first to set up a mill in the new country
opening up, and known as the Peace
River District.

To Ada Ward, the west meant nothing
beyond a vague idea of rolling prairies,
wheat, horses and “getting rich quick”
talk, but to offset her merciful ignorance
of all before her, she had a good stock
of common sense and adaptability,and an
all-round knowledge of household and
farm management. Both young people
possessed health, and with that essential
qualification, they had a little money to
start out on. :

After the wrench of parting from the
old home, the journey to Edmonton was
full of interest, arnd it was mnot until
leaving the train that Ada realized the
only ‘connecting link with the life she
knew was vanishing with the trail
smoke.” A few days rest, and on the
pioneers started by train to Athabasca
Landing, for the autumn was rapidly
overtaking them, and Peace River Cross-
ing still to be reached by any and every
means they could command. Wallace
was commencing to have misgivings as
to how a woman would stand the rub-
bing shoulders with all sorts, and the
difficulties of wsecuring any privacy

WALLACE ‘WARD had experienced

far as. Mirror Landing, where shore
lodgings consisted.-of wooder windowless
stalls of bedrooms. From Mirror Land-
ing, those going further on, drove over
a rough portage to Saulteau, but no
boat having yet arrived, Waliace pitched
their tent, and arranged their belongings
and food; it was their first Wwestern
“home,” and such as it was, it afforded
hospitality to travelling companions less
fortunate than themselves.

Crowded on the steamer once more,
they huddled about the boiler for com-
fort, until Sawbridge was reached at the
lower end of Lesser Slave Lake. Across
its broad waters the boat ploughed all
the next day, and it seemed exhilarating
after the intricacies and uncertainties of
river navigation.

Grouard, at the opposite end=o6f the
Lake, ended their voyage, and from here
to Peace River there was no one to look
to but themselves, to help them on their
way. Although Grouard boasted of be-
ing a “town,” with shops and' streets,
to the Wards their own tent again seem-
ed a much preferable shelter. After
two days bargaining, a pair of horses
and a buckboard were bought. With
tent, blankets, groceries pots and pans,
tin stove, gun and small trunk packed
on behind the buckboard, they started
away from Grouard,—no one Kknew
them, no one cared, and a mile out they
might have been Adam and Eve, so alone
were they, but for the companionship of
the big dog bounding along beside them,

A night alone on the trail! Wallace
anxnouinced that it was no use attempt-
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A Peace River game bag

while travelling. Bnut Ada laughed at
his fears and reminded him that she was
now an old married woman.

Athabasca seemed quite a centre of
civilization, and there was enough ex-
citement in the arrivals and startings
out of there to keep up Ada’s spirits,
and make her feel that at least she
would have human companionship, even
if only that of the old saying, “Misery
likes company.”

No heavy luggage having overtaken
the travellers, they decided to trust to
luck to getting it forwarded, and bought
a supply of provisions, as nothing but
actual transportation could be counted
on from Athabasca to Peace River. A
fine collie dog shared their fortunes, but
rough as the conditions might be to his
owners, to him anything was better than
flying express trains,

The Athabasca River steamer was
crowded with freight and passengers,
and its navigatign in the low water re-
minded the wards of “Old Times on the
Mississippi,” and the leadsman makine
the soundings should have called ouriz,
“Mark Twain.” Only the laziness of
the South was lacking, and there were
no picturesque darkie loafers to amuse
them. Rafts’also were being floated
down on which “Huckleberry Finn” and
“Old Jim” might have lived. Freight
was unloaded at lonely spots, wlhere
some settler was eagerly awaiting the
arrival of something to make ]il]'hmm'e
bearable. At nicht the boat was tied
up to the shore, and the passengers who
had no bunks arranged to sleep as best
they could. )

_At )_hm:n Portage travelling condi-
tions did not improve, for the river here
grew shallower, and a more desperate
packing t1n ever was neceszary to eet
all on by a -1 Snl:l”t-l‘&;\l(":lnh-l'hﬂ:

.cabins,

ing to reach the rest house kept for
wayfarers, and they must hurry to
make camp before darkness overtook
them. The work of preparing a meal,
kept Ada from thinking of the loneliness
of her surroundings, and it was not un-
til rolled up in her blankets, that the
dread of it all seized her. The snufflings
of the tethered horses nearby, seemed
comforting sounds, but “Sport” stirred
restlessly at the tent door, and once
far away Ada felt sure she heard a
weird cry. Tears scalded her cheeks at
the thoughts of home and their concern
if they could see her now, but Wallace,
poor fellow, was so tired, she had not
the heart to wake him.

Breakfast next morning in the crisp
air was the most appetizing one ever
eaten, while the horses got their por-
ridge too, for there was nothing to add
to their grazing, but a feed of “Quaker
Rolled Oats.”

‘Prairie and poplar bush, poplar bush
and prairie, for eighty miles, marked
only by the rest or “bunk” houses every
ten miles or so, kept by half breeds, or
a white man sunk to the level of a
half bred wife. Water, wood and fodder
for the horses could be depended on at
these places, but travellers had to cook
their own food, and put up a screen
of a Dlanket to make a domestic divi-
sion from others occupying the room.
I'he only picturesque features of the
lodgings were the hig open fires in the
mud chimneys across the ends of -the
Poor as these stopping plarcs
were, they were eagerly looked forward
to at the end of the day's journey, and
there was a queer gathering in of - peo-
ple from the four corners of the earth,
and much  exchange of experiences.
Sometimes from sheer delight at being
among a small crowd again, the young




