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Whoue Haif-bushel?

wN THE olden days, down in"Eastern Canada thereJfiourisbed a class of men known as ash gatherers
or asbmeu. Il was their trade to go around the

dountryside from bhouse to bouse purchasing bardwood
àshes, wblcb they carted to certain centres for ipurposes
ôf manufact.ure. The most remarkable thing i
<onnecton with this trade ivas the haif-bushel measure
wicb the purchaser carried with him. It usually
dontained at least a bushel and a haîf. It is nlo wonder
that the farmers? iives rebelled against the unfairness
,snd that some of them insisted on using their own
gtandard baif-bushel.> They did not object to the

priFs ffered for the ashes, but they did object to the
tadard of measurement. The "ashman's haif-bushel"
ecame a by-word and the phrase is still aptly employed

in the older provinces.
Tbis is only a figure. In other fields we are ad-

justrng, meastiriug, estimating wortb and value al
te lime, t is no wonder ive disagree, because we

use such different ineasures. It is Oliver Wèndell
]iolmes wbo says that when Brown and Smith meet
il is no wouder they disagree because there are s0 many
of them. There are indeed tbree Browns and three
Omiths. There le the Brown as Smtb secs him, the
Brown as Brownu secs him, and tbe real Brown. Susilar-
ly there are three Smiths.

Now Brown may stand for Presbyterian and Smith
fer Metbodist; or one may stand for Libéral and the
éther for Conservative; one for Englishman and. the
éther for Frenchmau. Is't it clear that because men
have différent standards of value in aIl things that
their conclusions are bound to differ.

Just now the papers are giving mucli attention to
education in Canada, and there are wide differences
of opinion as 'b the character of the work bcing done
I the scbools and colleges. It will be found that the

différences in opinion are largely due to differences in
Étandards. Those wbo place a premium on book-
learning will arrive at one conclusion, those wbo thlnk
in ternis of action and conduet may arrive at a very
différent conclusion. It would seem to be very
necessary iu this field to get a standard balf-bushel
measure. We have standards in trade and commerce
---standards of weight, mensure and value. We have
abso more or lcss clcarly defincd moral standards.
Surely it ehould be possible to determine standards in
education, so that useless bickering migbt be at àn end.

A serions, though perbaps an over-afubitious attempt
to set a standard for adolescence bas been made by
those responsible for bbc Canadian efficiency tests.
Some such standard, modified to suit circuinstances,
might iveil be adopted for every home and every scbool.
Criticisms and suggestions for-ijuprovement are valu-
able only when related to some coneto of education
that is universally accepted as =oth Sucb con-
ception must consider such, elements as physical,
lutellectual and moral d 4 elopment; kuowledge,
powver and skill; culture and fractical abiity; habit
baste and disposition. It is vain to enter upon comn-
panisons that take mbt consideration only one of these
elements.

t is quite possible that teachers are as likely te err
iu their judgment as parents, business men and neive-

p aper correspondents. Il is quile possible, too, that
lie standard of measurement should differ with comn-

munibies.
Ail that bas been said touching scbool education

eau bc carried over into tbe field of religions éducation-

Capital PunisbmontFROM a respected correponden-R~obert Bicker..
Fdike, of Montreal, we cut bbc following quotation

dealmng with capital punishmnt:
"Iu these days of agitation for prison reforni, may I

ask if the time bas not arrived wben capital punishmen&t,
this relic of barbanism, sbould be abolished in any
cunlry claiming to be a Christian nation.

"Tho dc..t penilty is a cruel invention of caste.
A penalty so severe as nôt to bc enforceable bas a basic
objection; it produccs unrzat to have a constant miis-
carniage of justice. A wealthy malefactor, an influen-
tial murderer, a powerful assassin cannot go free, in
a communiîy whene paupers aud friendless foreignens
are hanged, witbout the people acquirimg a contempt
for the laws. I dlaim that wbeu a man commits murder
hie is at that paticular moment insane, but the State
enys away witb biin, bang him, bie is not fit to live.
May 1 just be penmitted to ask tbe State - is il quite
sure thathle fil to die?

"The Stabe daims divine autbority for tbis le proue
outcropping of the dank ages. I dlaim that tbe State
bhas no divine autboriby for the deatb penalty. Those
who clamor most for capital punishinent deduce their
severity from the Bible and yet it is the Bible ivbich
deelares that no man sbould be put b dcath.")

When silence is Golden
.NOTHIPR csteemed correspondent-Irene Wilson

ILXwrites a letter that is refrcshing. because it
Adeals with a matter that is rarely discussed in

flil.The Moubhly gives prominence to the comn-
'11ný«ation in the hope that some writer may expound

o,-Pposite vicw. Naturally the problem would
i pproached by a mere man.' Here is the article:

-I r months I bad been readirig such articles as

'The most important event of my ife ' or 'o! my girl-
hood days,' or 'of my rnarried life' untif the pages fairly
groaned with ail the trials and griefs that could beset
womanhood. I began to ivonder bow it bappened,
that I, iith so little ability or attractions to command
the things thatgo to make 111e bappy, should be thus
singled out to be the possessor of that priceless jeivel.

"Lt seemed tbat the most important event iu the life
of most women ivas fraught with manif old sorroive and
hardships-bhe cause of each and every event being
that scape-goat, a mere man.

"INoiv, I ivouder that in ail these unfoldinKs of bbc
beart's secrets, no man has ventured to give bis expeni-
ence. Do you suppose there has beeni no eveut in is
life 1 or is be, cotrary to universal 'piio, or
dehcate about exposig tb the 'world tebeinnermost
deptVhs of bis hearl? Does he guard these secrets as
sacred vestibules, the doore of which ar eclosed toal
but bis Maker?

"If such le the case, then man bas a nobler sense
of fitness than 'we of the geutler sex. He sbrinka from
pnesenting t the pblic au account of bis love afair
when bis fughesltieal proved lo be only a mytb. He
doe not publish the fact taI the voinan he oved
trusted and honored with hie name, the 'wornan wbo
is the mother of bis cbildren, bas proved to be a base
deceiver; thatli11e behind tbe curtains le a daily night-
mare le him. No, men don't bell such things.

"Man bas no long refrained from writing ou Ibis
subject - 'wile we have coutinusily aired our griefs,
that I fear ive have corne t beieve that 111e holds on1yý
happluese for bim thal we aTone are the ones wbo sufer.
Do you suppose that in ail these eveuts where the ivon-
an has suffercd so keenly, the man who ivas concerned
cscapcd unscatbed? Who knows but what hie grief
may have been the deeper?

"Tbe 111e of a man le broader than bbc ie of a ivoman.
Hie deals iitb bigger or deeper probhems and he deale
'with bigger minds. Hie heartaches are forgotten for
tbc time by thinge of greater moment. We on the
other baud, may be kept just as busy.. Our Iiie may
be juet as full; but our duties are so vsried that there
are too many thinking moments beliveeu. Our
probleme are uot deep enough bo require bbe concentra-
tion of our 'wbole bhought. TItis, then, muet account
for bbc faad that man, unlike bis better hall, le able
to keep bis troubles wintbin his owu breast.

"This ivorld le a mixture of joyesud sorroive. Some
would rather discuse their joys tl>au their sorro'ws, and
vice versa. The more our mffd dvelse on either aide
of 11e, bbc more fuily ive can appreciate Ihese beautiful
ivords:

"'T'hiuk ruly sud thy thougbî shall be a truc and
*- living" secd

IÀve Iruly sud th'y Ide shall b. a true and living
ded.'"

Brotherhood
Here ie someîbing from a farmer lad. Even althôugbh

tbc secifshuese of man will not permit the realization
of the ideaJ, it ls good lbiug te have the ideal before us:

"Much bas been said about univereal peace. To rny
mind the realizabion of brolbcrhood le our only hope.
Brotherbood le a fcllo'wship of loving hearte. t implies
bbc consciounss of a common oigcommon rights,
common responsibilities, common autiesud a common
delluny. There must be asepifrit of brotherhood in our
industriel world. Let the f armer say 'Thank God I
live lusa lime 'wheu oue man eau feed s lhousand.' Let
the manufacturer say, 'I amn a worker wilh God, for I amn
also s creator.' Let the railroad man say, 'If il were net
for me the East ivould be famiue-sbrickcn. I 'wiil make
haste in lransporbing food that I may feed tbe buugry.'
Let the middleman say, 'What can I do te best serve my
companions?' Let th e employer say, 'Wbat are tbc
langeaI ivages I eau psy my wrking men sud live?' Let
the ivorking iman say, Wb s te bbest service I eau
render and stil maintalu 111e at ibe f ull flood ide?' Let
bbe lawyer say, 'I amn s Iinister of justice, snd God le
just.' Let bbc doctor say, 'I arn foiloiig the foot-
stepe of Christ ivbo bealed bbc sick.' Lebtlthe minister
say, II do nol aek for s ich parisit; put me whcre I cen
bring ie and comfort te suifcning huimnity.'"

The Eeginnlng o! the End
~Y HEN Ibis 'eu reaches our people bbe greal

drive wvil :A probabilily have begun. The
real war ilil be laking place, for al Ihat bas

occurrcd lup te date muet be looked upon as preliminany.
Il le for thosýe of us who are at home te support tbc
men who axe risking ail for principle. We dan support
lbem by our attitude sud aur actions, sud ive must lai
lu neither. Our attitude should be that of men sud iio-
men who amr reveently attemptingbto bhwart bbc powver
of the grestest euemy of truc civilisation. For we hold
il tô be truc Ihat enduring greabuesesud gooduesse is
based in love nather than force or miglt And se
iitit love for 0o4 sund igbl in our bearte, wc shah

r rsevere lu our canneetuess. And as our. sons and
athens arc riskiug Ibeir lives, sa ive shai l gadly place

our menansd our time at our Country's disposal. Thte
end le nol fan distant, but there le much euffcring ene
bbc end. The spirit of bbc men in bbc field and bbc
spirt of sufering parents are well set forth in New-
bolt's little poems, wbich are used to ighten. up this
page.

The Torch of Lifo
By Henry Newbolt

There's a breathless hush in the close to-night--
Ten to make and the match to iin-

A bumping pitch and a blinding light,
An hour to play and the lust man in,

And it's not for the sake of a ribboned coat,
Or the selfish ho pe of a season's famne,

But bis Captain's hand on bis shoulder smote-
"Play up. Play up! and play the game!"

The sand of the desert is sodden red,-
Red with the wreck of a square that broke,

The gatling's jammed and the Colonel dead,
And the regiment blind with dust and smoke,

Thè river of death has brimmed bis banks
And England's far, and Honour a naine,

But the voice of a schoolboy rallies the ranki:
"Play up! play up! and play the game!"

This le the word that Yeu b, ya
While i her place the schol leset,

Ever-y one of bier sons muet h2~
And nione that hears it date f.orget,

This they all with with ajoyfulrmnd
Bearthfrouh ie like a trch inflame,

And falling, fiin to thé host behind-
"Play upl play up! and play the gaine."

The Only Son
By Henry Newbolt

A bitter wind toivard the sunset blowing
What of the dales to-night?

In ynder old hall what fires are glowfflg
Wbat ring of fetal light?

'In the great window na the day wua dwindll*l,
I saw an old man stand;

Hie head was proudlyr held and hie eyea kindlingj
But the it shook m his hand."

O wind of twiht, wus there no word uttréd-
No sound of joy or wail?

"'Agra fiqht and a good death," lhe mutteré,
"rust him, hie would not fail."

What of. the chamber dark where slis wu lyln-
For whom ail life is done?

Within lier heart she rocks a dedd chld, cryi--
"My son, my littie son."

Westher, War and Ilrthquak.
Often rince this ivar began we have -read i*lu h ie

despatches of how unfavorable wetther hua haM=eu
mihitary operations. There have been soine torno'W
instances of the smre thing r hietory. At ÇNyf 1
instance, as Froissart records, "the great r"rndré
uselese the bowstrings of the Genoese archers, bu=t l
English boive, being kept in cases ivee uàIoe4
Severe weather contributed materiiy to the dàsatroià
failure of Nanoleoni's expédition against Ruouia And
at Solferino the Austriane,in their retreat, weé avéd
from annihilation by a cyclone which threw li e h
into confusion. But the most remarkable case cf théê
interference of natural force,with operatioxis of warfané
which The Philosopher cap~ remember having- corne
acrosin bis reading wua at Jellalabad in 1842, when U
email British force, under the commând of Sir Loberti
Sale, in daily expectation of being attacked by an
overwhelrning force of Afghans, labored nigt and day
to improve the fortifications of the toWn. Àkbar K4
had approached iithin a few milea, snd anonslaugh
of bis army wua imminent, when on the mornlng di
February 19 an earthquiake nearly destroyed tbe city
and wrought havoc i the fortifications. If Akbir
Khan had ordered an assault that morning, wbat go
folloiver of the Prophet could doubt that Alluh

Éven is aid. The Afghans eld off, hoievèr; sud
Jter, wben they besieged the place wbich, thank tb

the mdustry of the British force, skowed no outivard
signs of damage by the earthquake, they belleved thit
Jellalabad bad not felt the earthquakest aal. thanks t10

Bediamite L0910
Long-winded, vociferous statementa znow copne froiA

Berlin in attempted justification of everything Gerrnany
las doue to Belgium. But as iong as human memnoy
enduros the record wiil stand of the ivords of ah
Imperial Chancellor, von Bethmann-Hollweg, in the
Reichstag on August 4, 1914 when hie admlitted that
the German invasion 'of Befgium was "a breach of
international law," and addcd: "The wrong we thereby
commit we ii try to make good as soon as our military
aime have been attained." Yet every obedient son
of Kultur must now swallow the present "«justifica-
tions" of the violation and ravaging of Blelg'uium.Afer
swallowing these Justifications," it ought U; be an
easy matter for the dlocile Huns to swallow this ivouder-
fuI and inimitable picce of logic from a leading German
religious journal, the Evangelische-Lutherische KIr-
chenzeitung: l'London is no longer by any means an
unfortified city. It is armed with sucb quantities of
aný,-aircraft guns and aeroplanes that the Zeppelins,
as is iveil knowri, ofily venture to attack the çîty by
night." Was siich logic èver beard before outaide of
Bedlam?


