INTRODUCTION.

I, RUFUS GILLESPIE, trader and clerk for the’

North-West Company, which ruled over an em-
pire broader than Europe in the beginning of this
century, and with Indian allies and its own riotous
Bois-Brulés, carried war into the very heart of the
vast territory claimed by its rivals, the Honorable
Hudson's Bay Company, have briefly related a few
stirring events of those boisterous days. Should
the account here set down be questioned, I appeal
for confirmation to that missionary among north-
ern tribes, the famous priest, who is the son of the
ill-fated girl stolen by the-wandering Iroquois.
Lord Selkirk's narration of lawless conflict with
the Nor'-Westers and the verbal testimony of Red
River settlers, who are still living, will also sub-
stantiate what_I have stated ; though allowance
must be made for the viclent pamsan leaning of
witnesses, and from th,at I—as’a Nor'-Wester—
do not claim to be free.

On the charges and countercharges of cruelty -

bandled between white men and red, I have noth.

ing.to say. Remembering how white soldiers

from eastern cities took the skin of a native chief

for a trophy of victory, and recalling the fiendish

glee of Mandanes over a victim, I can only con-
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