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REPORT AND EVIDENCE ON THE CIIANNELS OF THE ST. LAWRENCE, &c.

The Pilots told tre that it was fortunate for them that the weather hai moderatei; among the Ship.
wrociks which have oceusred in that passage, I recollect tiat of a large vessel conducted by one Godebout,
seven years ago ; that Shipwreck wouild not have takens place iad ho been acquainsted iith tiat passage,
and everv Pilot ousght to be acgaiuted vith it, as notwithsading their skill they may get into it; the
North Clannel whicih I am wiell acqusainted with is deeper thani the Southi Channl, ·and the Traverse
opposite Cap Touriente is a .safe onie, sulicient for the passage of the 1asrgest vessels; from Cap Mail-
lard to Cap Tourmesnte, tie anch!oragi!e are very gooï; that called la Prairie at the Ile aux Coudres
is the best betiveen Bic and Quebec. A vessel nay be hluded up there to be careensel ; I iave done so
my self; tie Brig Heni, whicli %is c:ast ashore oa Ile Rouge, and had s mstained much injury was con-
ducte'd uniUr my direction to the Ile aux Coudres to be careened, and the sole reason of ler being, con-
voyed to Quebec for that purspose svas the wanst of workmssen at Ile aux Coudres; a vessei sustaining
damage on escending migit be rejeired ait le aux Cendres and pursue ier voyage, whereas if obliged
to go back to Quebec, she vould be forced to winter therc; vessels whsich do nsot sail initil late in the
anitamnsssi ma.ke much better passa;es by the North Channel, for by that course they avoid the ice which
collects in larger quintities in the Sosuti Channel; and were I frce to choose for yseif, between thos
two Ciansnels, iaving a vessel to conduct in the autumns, I shotuld prefer the North Channsel; from the
Brandy Pots to Crane Mland there is io securer fHarbour, siiltered against strong winds, than La 1rairie
at Ile aux oudres, and ail Pilots oughut to knowis it.

Lieutenant Colonel Bouchette, was callri in and stated :-My Map ofLower.-anara, %vas cons-
truscted and conmpileil chiefly from plans and actual ssrveys of various parts of the Province, of record in
my oftice, and also from partial surveys and observations of my owns; tiat part of My Map emlibracing
the Saint L wrence frosm Quebec to Bic, vas attentively comnpiled fron tihe Most recent snrveys pre-
vious to one thosusamt eiglt hundred and fourteen, and the sounisditn.s iwere laid down chieliy up;on the
information of Captain Lamlubl and of sonme of the oldest Pilots in the River, as wiell as tihe Shoals and
geieral course of the Channel'; it vas after tlhat, thsat I 1had as opportunisity of ascending and descending
tie River witls a view of ascertaining whether tie bearins, courses and souindings of my Map were
correct, and it was on my deending the River on board of His Majesty Ship Ajax, that I took the
views of the severat Ilead Lands and Islands exhibited otn my Map; their bearingýs fromt the several parts
of the Ciaissels, asd more imediately in the Traverse, to which. I added tie sondings that were
taken in descending the River; ail whsich convinced me of the general correctness of that part of my
Map in reference to the South Channel, sbut I hal not an opportanity of verifying any part of it which[s
related to the North Channel. Col. Bouchette farther adds that fron observations of the North Channel,
made in the susnmer one thousand eight hundred and twensty-seven, he is of opinion that this Channel
is not only practicable, .but of the greatest service to the Navigation of that part of se River, and this
opinion of his agrees perfectly withs that of Captain Ba.field of the Royal Navv; I perfectly know
tiese two Ciannsolsasexhibited in my Map; the South 1 am more part.ularly asquainted with, and au
to the North, I never passed througli it, aud the information convt':;ed in my Map of the Channel is from
former Maps of that part as relates to the sondings, but act'or surveys as relates to the configuratio~
of the Land; I have frequently tlousglsfit singular that sisch a Channel apparently free from inpediments,
comuparajtively speakinig with those, found in tie South Channel, should lot be better knowun, and finally
more or less practised. I cannot accunt. for this Channel being abandoned and neglected after it bad
been practised by the Frenich, previos to one thousand seven hundred and fifty-nine, and at that period
also adopted by the British Fleet. I am fully of opinion that a perfect knowledge acquired of that Chan-
nel ivould snot only be of a great utility for the purpose of navigation, but nus-ght carry with it results
which might prove of the highest importance to the Conmercial Community and to the Country at
large; I cannot say why the Authorities do not examine Pilots relative to that Channel, but am fully
aware of the importance it would be to.uavigation, that the Pilots of the River should be e'xamined in
respect to a perfect knowledge of both these Chasnels.

Q. What imeans would yo advice for imparting to tise Pilots accurate knowledge, of those Passages
in the readiest mainer ?

A. By a coriect nautical Survey of that part of the River, and by the, Pilots being acquainted with
that Channel, and being only enititled to the Licences as Pilots, after having undergone .an examination
as to their perfoct knowledge of both those.Chanuels.

Q. Do von knosw the M.îritime Chart of Mr. John Lambly, and do you think it accurate ?
A. I do-and as far as relates to the soundings, bearings, position of Shoals, and general course

ofthe South Channel, I beliere it to be correct-but not as to the configuration of the Land on both sides
of the Saint Lawrence, and shape of the [siais. Considering the dist.sce between the extremity of tho
Isand of Or/eans to Malbaie, the. extremne Brea Ith of the River Sa&nt L wvrence, the necessity of laying
dows wsith m itheasicid precisioa, the positious tii Sh oî, Islasi¿ Rýefs of Rocks course o the
Channel, Dcpth of Water, and in, ftat al that cia tensl to costruct a correct Map of that part of the
River for n:itical purposes, I shoiuld conceive th.at three haalred and fifty Poands, would cover the ex-
pence of such a Survey, comprising tiree Copies of the Report, Plan and Field Notes ; and altbough the
South Channel wousld not be the oiject of the Survey,: yet the position of most of the Islands woud have
to be taken and miustely ascertain'ed in the course of the actual Survey, the more so firom the Compara-
tive exhibit you wish to have of the soundings in both Chanuels, and of the consequent observations and
remarks which mnst accompany so important a Report in relation to the propriety of adopting the one
Channel in preference to the other or of using both.

Thursda.,


