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violent or contrary winds, by strong tides, through misadventure, or some other cause
independent of the will of the master and crew, you will consider these circumstances,
and satisfy yourself with regard thereto before taking the extreme step of seizing or
detaining any vessel.

On capture, it will be desirable to take part of the foreign crew aboard the vesss!
under your command, and place some of your own crew, as a measure of precaution, on
board the seized vessel ; first lowering the foreign flag borne at the time of capture. I
your ordinary complement; of men does not admit of this being done, or, if because of
several seizures, the number of your hands might be too much reduced, you will in such
emergency endeavour to engage a few trustworthy men. The portion of foreign crew
taken on board the Government vessel you will land at the nearest place where a
Consul of the United States is situated, or where the readiest conveyance to any
American Consulate in Canada may be reached, and leave them there.

When any of Her Majesty’s vessels about the fishing stations or in port are met
with, you should, if circumstances permit, go on board and confer with the Naval
Commander, and receive any suggestions he may feel disposed to give, which do not
conflict with these instructions, and afford him any information you may possess about
the movements of foreign craft ; also inform him what vessels you have accosted and
where.

Do not fail to make a full entry of all circumstances connected with foreign fishing
vessels, noting their names, tonnage, ownership, crew, port, place of fishing, cargo,
voyage, and destination, and (if ascertainable) their catch. Report your proceedings as
often as possible, and keep the Department fully advised, on every opportunity, where
instructions would most probably reach you at stated intervals.

Directions as to the stations and limits on which you are to cruise, and any further
instructions that may be deemed necessary, will from time to time be conveyed to
you.

Considerable inconvenience is caused by Canadian fishing vessels neglecting to
show their colours. You will draw the attention of masters to this fact, and request
them to hoist their colours without requiring to be hailed and boarded.

It cannot be too strongly urged upon you, nor can you too earnestly impress upon
the officers and crew under your command, that the service in which you and they are
engaged should be performed with forbearance and discrimination.

The Government relies on your prudence, discretion and firmness in the performance
of the special duties entrusted to you.

I am, &e.

Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

Enclosure 3 in No. 201.
The Munister of Marine and Fisheries to Captain Scott.

(Confidential.)
OTTAWA,
March 23rd, 1886.
SIR,

Adverting to the letter of my Department of the 18th instant, enclosing your
Commission as a Fishery Officer in the Dominion, I have now the hunour to send you
the instructions by which you are to be guided in the performance of the special duties
to which your instructions refer.

In addition thereto, I have to direct that until otherwise ordered you will strictly
confine the exercise of your authority within the limit of three marine miles of any of
the coasts, bays, creeks, or harbours of Canada, with respect to any action you may take
against American fishing vessels and United States citizens engaged in fishing. Where
any of the bays, creeks, or harbours shall not exceed six geographical miles in width you
will consider that the line of demarcation extends from keadland to headland, and the
three marine miles are to be measured from this line outward.

In cases where such bay, creek, or harbour is more than six (6) geographical miles
in width at its mouth or entrance you will consider the line of demarcation to be drawn
between the first points from the mouth or entrance to stch bay or harbour at which
the width shall not be more than six (6) geographical miles, and the three marine miles
will be measured from this line outward, and you may exclude foreign fishermen and
fishing vessels therefrom, or seize, if found in violation of the Articles of the Conven- |



