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«¢ ‘The capture of one of thefe veffels had before -
¢¢ been notified by the Ambaflador of his Catholic
¢¢ Majefty by order of his Court, who at the fame
¢¢ time defired that meafures might be taken for pre-
¢ venting his Majef’c)' s fub_]e&s from _frequenting
46 thoﬁ; coafts, .which were alledged to have heén;
« previoufly occupied and frequented by the fubjetts
$¢ of Spain. Complaints were alfo made of the
*¢ fitheries carried on by his Majefty’s fubje&s, in
¢¢ the feas adjoining to the Spanifh continent, as being
¢¢ contrary to the rxghts of the crown of Spain. In
*¢ canfequence of this line of communication, a de-
¢ mand was immediately made, by his Majefty’s
¢ order, for gdequatc faUsfa&wn, and for reffijution
s¢ of the veﬂ'éfs prévious to any other difcuffior.

“¢ By the anfwer from the Court of Spam, 1t ap-
§¢ pears, that ‘thefe veflels and their crews had been
€ fet at liberty by the Vlcexoy of Mexico, but this s
e rcprefenccd to have been done by him, of the
s¢ fuppofition that nothmg but the i ignorance of the
€¢ rights of Spain had encouraged the individuals of
¢¢ other nations to come to thafe coafts for the pur-
¢¢ pofe of makmg eftablithments for. carrylng on
s trade, and in conformity to his. prewvious inftruc-
‘¢ tions réqueﬁmg him to thew all poffible regard to
kS the Britifh nation, No fatisfaction was made ar
* Qﬁ'c{s:d ‘and a dire® claim was afferted by the
. Court of Spaln ta the exclufive rights of fove-
€ mgnty, navigation, and commerce, in the terri-
¢ tories and coafts in that part of the world and
& fcas.
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