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period when Confederation was consum-
“mated in this Province. He told his con-
stituents through this House: * You farm-
erd, you fishermen, you artizans, all of you
are o get a double price for all the wares

‘and commodities you bring to market.” On’

what grounds has' he made such an asser-
‘tion? Has he oftered us any grounds for
it? Am Ito suppose that this is all clap-
trap in‘ended to influesce a constituency
on the approach of an election? I can
imagine any other reason for such a state-
ment. . Then, again, he told us that the la-
‘boring men of the city of Halifax undet-
stand this question well, and are going to
be greatly benefited by Confederation. I
ask, do not the  merchants who give these
“men their living-understand the question at
least as well? ~ Ts it not the interest of the
merchants to aivance the general prosperi-
ty, and how is it that they are opposed to
tﬁ‘e scheme? Do men generally act in op-
position to their interests? No; they are
men of intelligence, and from north to south
of this city they in a very large proportion
rejéct the measure.

Then we were told that Confederation
-would keep all the young men in theé coun-
try ; if the hon. member’s expectations are
realized the young men will be too nume-
rous; and Nova Scotia will be too small a
“field for them. To this [ answer the world
is wide ‘'enough. There is the neighboring:
Republic, to which many of them have al-
ready repaired, and in’ which they have

‘raised themselves to positions of eminence "

~and iealth. [ am reminded in this con-

nection of one who has become one of the -

most eminent shipbuilders in the world.
He went from one of our western counties.

Mr. CuurcninL~—He failed at last.

Mr. S. Camepern.—Perhaps so; but has
he not benefitted the world 1n the mean-
time? - It would seem’ from the speech of
the hon. member for Halifax (Mr. Tobin)
_that h@, too, is impressed with the same
notion that Nova Scotia is not large enough
for our young men. The Dominion is to

‘enlarge the field, but they can go to any

part of the new Dominion now. I come
now to the Financial Secretary, who has
‘entitled himself to special notice at my

‘hangs, having extended to me a certain

class of civilities rendering such recognition
necessary. He termed me ‘“a mere colo-
nial lawyer)” Let me ask what heis? 1Is
he so pufled up b! being placed in his pre-
"sent position, and by having been sent on
an urinecessary and expensive delegation
abroad, and having so little to do at home
that he can afford to sneer at members of
_his own profession, and. endeavour to déro-

\

(@ate from their position By the contemptible

_epithet he has used? Sir, let him bear in
mind that his position.is but for a day. He
also charged me with recklessness and
audacity in my views and expressions.
Sir, as a British subject, and a British free-
man, ['shall entertain any.opinion that ma
commerd itself to my judgment, and will
express that opinion as freely as I please.

-Annezation to tte Unithd States, says the’
hon member, is the object of gentlemen on

his side. The hon. gentleman, in so saying .
ventured on a'statement as untrue as it was °
bold. No man shall venture with i npunityto .

hurl that charge at us, or convey without
challenge the imputation of disloyalty. Dis-
Joyalty is no part of\my nature—it has marked
no act of my publie’ career. I am willing
to lay down my life—to shed the last drop of
my blood, on behalf of the country in which my
log is cast, and with whose fortunes my best af-
fections are entwined; but at the sam¢ time I
know my rights, and shall, take every ‘constitu-
tional means to- vindicate them. And, sir, let
me remind the hon. member that I am' not paid
for my loyalsy—it is an_inborn principle; it is
‘not of that spurious kind which is fed upon and
fattened by the sweets and solids of the public
treasury. o ' o

Again, the hon. member says, “If the people

feel any embarrassment in the consideration of
the question, would it not be wise in them to
take the opinion and to act upon the conclusion
of those standing at ‘the head jof affairs on the
“other side of the water ¥’  Sir, 1 do 'not admit
that he has the right to call on'a free people liv-
‘ing u der constitutional government to forego
their own indubitable privilege and to commit
the decision of any questiony much less the pre-
sont one, to any other than themselves. The
are clothed from their very birth, with the pri-
vileze of deciding upon eyery qucstion that can

ossibly. arise; and though it has been not only
insinuzted but asserted that they are ignorant, I
‘know well this fact, that in every county in ‘the
Province, there are fifty-five men to be found
" quite as capable of giving arightecons decision on
the present question.as: the. fifty-five: members
who compose this: honse.
that the people ought not to be. content to leave
this question to any; arbitrament in which their
voices are not heard. L

Before passing f:om this portion of, the hon.
member’s remarks, let. me present to the house
my. idea of some of the hon. gentleman’s reasons
for raking up these phantom charges about, an-
nexation and disloyalty. The hon. member
knew what was the inborn, ordinary and natural
feeling of a great portion of the people of the
county that hc nominally repréesents. Scotch-
men, he knew, were distinguished for their pat
riotism, and he thought it might be advastage-
. ous, in"view of his own:dubious position, to
..excite the hostile feelings of the men of that
nationality’ by charging upon the ppponents of
. Confederation the aims and sentimepts to which
. T have referred.  But, sir, torefort upon the hon.
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I insist, therefore,-



