
MVIIIN OF Iriii. DAY

to Iiiiiit til) a candidate Nvlio, according to tradition, should liave a
nanle, a, social position, influence, Chapleau kliocks at the door

of a labouring man %vliose iiierit lie had, witli one glance, discerned.
He does not trouble Iiiiiiself citlier with public opinion
or %vith liesitation frolii influential quarters, or ev(211 \Vitli certain

apparently justifiable insubordination : lie secs afar off, lie -liovs
whitlier lie goes, and lie inakes a labouring man .1 iiieiliber for

montreal.
Wliat lie lias accomplislied since tlien ;ii this direction .111 know.

Witliotit claiiiiiii- for Iiiiii the paternity of t.:,- Labour Commission,
it can at least bè said that lie rocked the cradle of it with fhtherIv

solicitude. In fact it Nvas to Iiiiii tliat his colleagues entrusted t1iQ
conduct of the enquiry for the Province of Quebec, and later on it
was lie -ý,lioiii the Goveriiiiient selected for the co-ordiliation of the

voltiiiiiiious documents furnislied by all parts of the Dominion. In
18,89 the Paris Exliibition opeiied up iiew avenues for the stildy
of this labour question. The Fnglisli colonies Nvere liot free to talze
ail official part in it ; but the Secretary of State took it on Iiiiiiself
to cotinsel. one of Iiis old Coiiiiiiissiotiers to folloNv the proceedings
of the great Labour Coligress ; then, on Mr. 1-1elbronner's rettirii,
lie causes Iiis colleanies to recognize a report on - Social E, coiioiII3-"
whicli will always reniain iiseful. and precious to the public men
of our country. Besides, Mr. Cliapleati lias already set Iiiiiiself to

iiiodify legislation on dit labour question so as to protect the
Nvorkiiig classes witliout affrigliting or tlireateiiiiig capital. But let

us turil aside froin this nattiral. digression to resuine the work- of
the biograplier,

Madame Cliaplean, the iiiotlier of the Secretary of State, was a
reniarkable wonian, and we believe that the present case confirins

the tlieory geiierally received that all. brilliant men liave reseilibled
tlieir iiiotliers. 'flie talent and admirable management displayed
I)v this excellent Nvoinan in bringing up, with the Iiiiiited iileails at
lier disposal, seven children, all of Iii-Il intelligence, and wlio
all made a course of study in our houses of Superior Education, is
soinething liardly credible.

It -,vas at St. Thérèse, the gtil of -Noveniber, i84o, the Prince
of Wales' birtliday, that Josepli Adolphe Chapleau first saw the


