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Graham Island

VER since T was a schoolboy any

picce of Tand surrounded by the

sea has had a strong fascinndon

for me. 1 suppose a course of
“Robinson Crusoe™ and the “Swiss Family
Robinson” made my imagination invese all
and every sland with delightinl possibili-
ties, ‘The face that, nnless one had a boat
or a raft, it was inpossible to leave an is-
land and onc became a sort of romantic
prisoner, probably gave the mental thrill
that was so deligheful,

[ knew a rvich banker in Madeira who
hought the Selvage Islands—a group of
arid, waterless rocks (o the Atlantic, from
the Portuguese Government, so that he
might enjoy the somewhar uniatelligible
delight of owning an &land.

As my jmagination still works a little in
the same way iy did when T was a boy, it
will be understood that the maps showing
the Queen Charlotte Islands, off the coast
of British Columbia, claimed my interest.
1 have gathered s grest dead of informa-
tionn about them, and [ find that they are
goiig to play a very Important part i the
development of Brivsh Columbia, O1
coutrse, when one remembers that Vancon-
ver Island i itself as large o Englund, it
will be seen that thexe islands, amall ws
they seem on the map, are really extensive
arens of land.

Pdon't kaow why, har all the teachings
of my «whool dass scemed to fead me 1w
think of an island as being necessariby a
smafl place.  The fact thar Austrabia s an

isdand used to rob it of its proper Smport-
ance in my vouthful mind, wnd in thase
dass 1 was rather impatient at having 1o
iwlude it amongst the continents,

My purpose in this article is to drow
the attention of my readers w the great
vosibilities of the wslands off the coast of
this provinee, and particulasly 10 Graham
eland,

H oyou Jook at the sccompanying map
sou will see that Graham Island is  the
largest in a group that §s neighboring 1w
Prince Rupert,  The idand has an area
6§ 2,000 square miles and contains spme of
the richest agricubtural Tand 3 Brith
Columbia. 1z is this Janter fact thar makes

TYRCAL SGRICUTTURAL LAND, EARLY PREPARED
£OR THE PLOUGH
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