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J anuiary.............
Februlary............

ïMarch...............

April...............

Total, 4 mos ...
May.......... .......
jule.................

J1uly..............

Auglist.............
Septembler ..........
October ..........
Novemiber..........
Decemlber...........

190.3.

$13,166,350
16,090,80

9,907,650

13,549,000

$52,703,Oo
i6,366,800
14,684,350

12,838,600
8,428,350
9,939,450

10,409,800
13,589,550

17,224,700

1904.
$21,790,200

90,051,00o
11,212,l50

23,623,000

$146,666,350
15,221,400

10,646,700
11,923,200

9,715,200
14,387,65o
12,f66,200
11,515,000

19,422,350

1905.

$16,378,1o0
25,591,000

14,715,400

14,901,350

The totals of these figures for the two years last
past show that the fire-wýaste of the whole year 1903
was $iS6,185,4oo, wb1ile that Of 190-4 was swelledl bY
conflagrationis to $252,364,000, an excess of $96,-
000,000.

GLAMOUR WEARING OFF.

The affairs of the Thdependent Order of For-
esters, despite ail the recent wholesale initiations of
miemibers, obtained under free dispensations by the
Supremne Chief, seemi to) be taking on a sornewhat
serious aspect. Eighit or ten years ago, when it was
without any of these special mneans of filling out the
year's quota of business, the society grew somectimes
to the extent of twenity or twenty-five millions of in-
creasedl insurance the one year over tlie other. But
in 19,04, as, the new lue Book fromn Ottawa tells
us, the growýth lias almost ceased, hoUx of certificates
in force, and of "suirlus," as its funds are, erroneously
called. In fact, a, discerning public seemis to be corn-
iiig to understand that the boasted surplus is no sur-
plus at ail, but a mere accumuflation of a compara-
tively smalt funid of about eighit mlillions of dollars
towards an îwimense liability of nearly two hundred
and fifty millions of dollars-. To show 'the amxotunt
of invested funds dleemed niecessary by the regular
companies for about the saine amiount of insurance
as that carried by the I.O.F., we put together the
figures of six of those companies, as followq:

the two hutndred and forty-two odd millions? Divid-
ing forty years into the latter sum shows that about
$6,ooo,,ooo each year must lie added to give every
man now-on the books his expected $i,ooo, or $3,00o,
dr $5,ooo, as the case may lie.

Nor does it improve the appearance of things if
we suppose that onie-third or one-haîf of the sums
nucnitioned, or more, will beconie dlaims by death
long before the members reach the age Of 75. So
miuch the. slower will the fund grow.

N.ow, if it will take $6,ooo,ooo a year, added to
the present $8,265,2oî, to meet the certificates ai-
ready on the books, flot to mention the new ones that
nîay be put on during the, forty years, let us see hov
rnuichi is being actually added of la'te. The following
table shows the total so-called surplus, and its an-
nutal increase during the past ten years, as also the
total miemibershiip and the annual increase thereof:

Year. Surplus.
189()5 . .$r,656,385
r896 .. 1-961,978

I897 .. 2,511,880
1898 .. 3,283,137
T8(9. 3,889,095
1900 .. 4,441,398

1901 .. 5,449,273
1902 .. 6,223,789

19()03 .7,453,308

1904 .. 8,26,,20

Increase. Certificates. Increase.

769,257
(-o5, 9 8
552,303

1,007,875

77-4,516
I.229,619

81 1-,93

$10,2î9,S0

126,995,000

154,510,oo0

178,3r1,500

194,792,500
2o6,564,500
217,027,500

220,849,50()
238,124.000

242,895.000

27,515,000o
23,80I,500)

î6,481'ooo
11,772,000

10,46 3,0C0
9,822,0C0

11,274,503

4,772,000

The rapid decadence of the highi hopes that werc
once entertained for the success of this bold co-oper-
ative enterprîse of Dr. Oronhyatekha and his asso-
ciates, is plainly visible in the above figures. What
boasting 'there was when the so-called surplus grewv
by leaps andl bounds of twenty and thirty per cent.
of its previous self. And when the certificates ini-
ecased one year by ý2,i5ou and the next year
by $2,8oi,5oo what congratulations, and what big
public dernonstrations occurred I And how sinall the
business of the regular comipanies was made to ap-
pear lby comiparison in whole page editorial adver-
tisemients in dailies at so mutcli per line. But how is
it xnow?ý

The disparity between resourceý
anies which make proper provision
ers and the one which bias 01n1Y $3-ý
iward ecdS,$î,ooo it bias uindertaken
triking-. The littie $8,265,201 will hý
row uip most surprisingly hereafter,
ig to overtake the big $2-12,898,000.
~iink it likely to do so?

Let us assume that the average a
ers of the L.F. is now 35, at.ic
tpownt of the certifiçates no-w in forc
iily at age 75, and that no one dies


